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SOLWAY TOWN BOARD
Chairperson:

Jeff Keppers
Supervisors:

Ron Gajewski
Scott Welsh

Clerk:
Tami McGregor

Deputy Clerk:
Regena Merritt

Treasurer:
Cindy Moe

Deputy Treasurer:
Peter Hildre

Office Hours:
Tues & Wed 9AM-3PM
Thursdays 7AM-1PM

For Hall Rentals, call
(218)729-5134. Leave your
name, phone number and
date requested.

Phone: (218)729-5134
Fax: (218)729-5651

Township Website:
solwaytownship-MN.gov

solwayclerk@hotmail.com
Email:

Primary Election Day is Tuesday, August 11 (7AM-8PM)
Vote by mail or in person June 26 through August 10

Register in advance by July 21 to save time on Election Day

A primary election determines which candidates will be on the ballot in the November
general election. For example, five candidates from one political party might run for
governor. Only one candidate can be on the ballot in November. The winner of the
August primary election will represent their party on the November election ballot.
 
There may be two kinds of offices on your primary ballot: partisan offices and
nonpartisan offices. Partisan offices will list a political party next to a candidate’s
name on the ballot. All state and federal offices-such as U.S. representative or
Minnesota senator—are partisan offices. Partisan candidates will be listed in multiple
columns on the primary ballot. Each column will list the candidates for one major
party. You can only vote for candidates from one political party. If you vote for
candidates from more than one political party, your votes will not count. You decide
when you vote which one of the parties you will vote for-Minnesota does not have
political party registration.
 
Nonpartisan offices will not list a political party next to a candidate’s name on the
ballot. For example, county, city, township and school board offices are nonpartisan.
Nonpartisan offices will be listed on the back side of the primary ballot. You can vote
for any candidate. The candidates who get the most votes will be on the November
general election ballot.
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The U.S. 250  Anniversaryth

Happy 250  Fourth of July! The Town Board wishes you, your family, and friends, an
enjoyable celebration on this historic holiday. The great American experiment
continues to prevail even though enduring a number of hiccups along the way. May
you experience love of family, good health and prosperity, facing challenges ahead as
we remain “. . . one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”

th

Highway #2 Resurfacing Project
MnDOT road construction has started with the closure of Highway 2 between Midway
Road and Highway 194. The scope of work to be completed entails: 1. Resurface
Highway 2 from just west of Midway Road to just east of Highway 194; 2. Mostly full
depth reclamation and some widening at intersections; 3. Updated signals at Midway
Road; 4. Moment slab and barrier at the CN RR Overpass/Profile Lowering; 5. New
striping and rumble strips. Traffic is detoured on Midway Road and Highway 194. The
highway is open to local traffic. All cross streets are open unless work is currently
happening within the intersection. Motorists can expect flagging operations when
paving is occurring. The project is scheduled to be completed September 26, 2026.
 
Additionally, during the construction period Jeffrey Road and Sandberg Road,
between Maple Grove Road and Highway 2, are designated “haul roads.” This
designation reflects their use “for the purpose of constructing or maintaining a trunk
highway.” The designation becomes effective on the date the contractor begins
hauling operations. It remains in effect until the contractor has canceled hauling
operations and the commissioner has revoked such designation. During the
designation period, MnDOT is responsible for needed maintenance and upkeep on the
township roads.

Free Family Adventures

https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/other-ways-to-vote/
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/register-to-vote/
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/how-elections-work/political-parties/
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/how-elections-work/political-parties/


SOLWAY SECTION LINESPAGE 2

Hall Rental Policy Change
Currently, when you rent the hall, a $25 reservation
deposit is required to hold your date. Later, as the event
nears, arrangements are made to pick up a hall key. After
the event, the key is returned to the wooden drop box to
the right of the office door. At its next meeting, the Town
Board authorizes a check to return the $25 reservation
deposit.
 
We’ve had numerous renters say, “just keep the deposit,”
as you cannot rent a hall anywhere without paying
hundreds of dollars or more. They wanted to donate the
money back to the township, but we can only accept
donations through a written resolution, which is
cumbersome. Even the drafting of a check to return a
deposit costs the time of our treasurer and the Town
Board.
 
Consequently, the Town Board, at its June board
meeting, changed the reservation deposit policy to be
nonrefundable, resulting in a cost to residents of $25 to
rent the hall. This nonrefundable reservation deposit
policy will become effective for bookings made on or
after July 1, 2026. It will not affect any rentals made
prior to that date. As usual, keys will be returned
following the rental. Hopefully, this will not be
burdensome for residents.  
 
Hall and cemetery regulations are reviewed every March
at the Annual Meeting, and we will appreciate your
feedback at that time.

Solway Township has received notification from St. Louis
County Public Works that Morris Thomas Road will be
closed July 6, 2026, to August 29, 2026, for the
replacement of two culverts.
 
One culvert to be replaced is located just west of Crosby
Road, which is just beyond the western boundary of our
township. The second culvert is between Canosia Road
and the Mattson Roads. The Morris Thomas should be
open east of Canosia Road intersection.
 
As things currently stand, during the road closure, there
will not be a posted detour. Therefore, east/west traffic
could use Maple Grove Road or the St. Louis River Road.
For more project details, visit: https://slcmn.co/26-
CSAH57-Culvert

Morris Thomas Road Closure

This year the Town Board had our Road Inspection on
April 24, 2026. Roads were driven with the need for
gravel application, grading, culvert replacement,
ditching, sign replacement, roadside brushing and
mowing in mind. We also inspected the black-topped
parking lots at the hall and the black-topped tennis,
pickleball, and basketball courts to determine
maintenance needs.

Gravel amounts were discussed for application to
various roads.
Embedded rocks will be removed as needed.
Calcium chloride will be applied.
Roadside mowing will be ongoing over the summer
months.

Brushing, tree removal, and trimming, will be done as
needed to remove storm damage, obstructions and
improve visibility of traffic signs.
 
Remember, if you are developing property in the
township and need to put in a culvert for access, it is
necessary to get an entrance permit from the county if
your property is on a county road, or from the township
if your property is on a township road.
 
If you are planning on blacktopping your driveway, do
not extend the blacktop into the road right-of-way as
snowplows and graders can chip, break or scratch the
surface.
 
If you have a particular problem on your road, please call
the township office at (218) 729-5134 so it can be
addressed. Thanks for your help with this.

2025 Census Information for Solway
In June we received population and household
estimates. As of April 1, 2025, the population estimate is
1,961, an increase from 1,956 in 2024. The household
estimate is 775, an increase from 768 in 2024. Our
demographics remain stable, with slight increases.

Road Maintenance/Reminders for 2026

Safe at Home Address
  Confidentiality Program
Safe at Home helps survivors of domestic violence,
sexual assault, stalking, and others who fear for their
safety by establishing a confidential mailing address.
This program helps survivors go about their daily lives
without the risk of their abusers discovering their actual
address.
 
Contact Safe at Home for Minnesota at 1-866-723-3035,
MN Relay Service: 1-800-627-3529 or 711 or go to
www.sos.mn.gov/safe-at-home for further information.

National Night Out
Tues. Aug. 4th (5 - 8PM)

Saturdays from 2-5PM
No July Show

August 1st & September 5  th

Country Music Show

https://slcmn.co/26-CSAH57-Culvert
https://slcmn.co/26-CSAH57-Culvert
http://www.sos.mn.gov/safe-at-home
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National Night Out 2026
This year the National Night Out is scheduled for Tuesday,
August 4th from 5-8PM, with food being served until 7PM.
This event “has proven to be an effective, inexpensive
and enjoyable program to promote neighborhood spirit
and police-community partnerships in the fight for a
safer nation.”
 
Furthermore, “National Night Out is an annual event
designed to strengthen our communities by encouraging
neighborhoods to engage in stronger relationships with
each other and with their local law enforcement
partners.” It’s also the perfect opportunity to get to know
your neighbors even better.

In past years, free food consisting of hot dogs, chips,
beverages and bars were enjoyed by all. Ice cream was
distributed by fire fighters during the Fire Department
Open House. Kids enjoyed handling the fire hoses, face
painting, and Butch Hanson’s train rides. Frosty Ridge had
their alpacas on display, Rocky Run Stables exhibited
their miniature horse therapy program, and St. Louis
County Deputy Sheriffs were on hand with the K-9 Unit.
Antique and collectable cars were displayed by residents,
and there was much more.
 
Come and have supper with us. Hopefully the above-
mentioned attractions will be available this year. We will
continue sponsoring the National Night Out and will start
planning for this event. Special Event members will meet
Wednesday, July 8th at 6:30PM. Any Solway resident is
invited to join us at this meeting. We need the help of the
entire Solway community, so please call the town office
at (218)729-5134 to volunteer or offer ideas.

Solway Fire Chief’s Safety Tips
As summer approaches and outdoor activities become
more frequent, it's crucial to prioritize fire safety.
Whether you're enjoying a backyard barbecue, roasting
marshmallows around a campfire, or celebrating with
fireworks, taking precautions can prevent accidents and
ensure a safe summer for everyone.
Grilling Safety Tips:

Location, Location, Location: Place your grill in an
open area away from your home, deck railings, and
overhanging branches. A safe distance of at least ten
feet is recommended.
Preparation Matters: Clean your grill before each use
to remove grease buildup that can ignite and cause
flare-ups.
Supervision is Key: Never leave a lit grill unattended,
especially when children or pets are nearby. Keep a
close eye on the grill at all times.

Campfire Safety Tips:
Choose the Right Spot: If permitted, build campfires
in designated fire pits or clear, open areas away from
tents, dry grass, and overhanging branches.
Keep it Contained: Keep campfires small and
manageable. Use rocks or a fire ring to contain the
fire and prevent it from spreading.
Extinguish Properly: When you're done, pour water
over the fire, dousing all embers until the hissing
sound stops. Stir the ashes to ensure everything is
cold to the touch before leaving.

Fireworks Safety Tips:
Know the Law: Familiarize yourself with local laws
and regulations regarding fireworks. Follow them
strictly to avoid fines and injuries.
Safety First: Always have a bucket of water, hose, or
fire extinguisher nearby when using fireworks. Be
prepared to extinguish any mishaps quickly.
Keep Distance: Designate a clear launching area away
from buildings, trees, and flammable materials.
Ensure spectators are at a safe distance. 

By following these simple yet crucial safety tips, you can
enjoy a fun-filled and safe summer season with friends
and family. Remember, preventing fires is everyone's
responsibility. Stay safe and enjoy the summer!

Burning Permits
Permits may be obtained online at www.dnr.mn.us, with
a $5 charge per calendar year for the online service. Call
(218) 878-5640 with questions, or for additional
information.

Firefighters Needed
During the last several years it has become more
difficult to recruit firefighters. This isn’t just a Solway,
county or state problem, but actually a national
problem. The demands of job, family, and other
commitments can become overwhelming. Despite all
this, we still have the need for additional firefighters to
keep our families and community safe.
 
We’re asking anyone 18 years of age or over to consider
stepping up to help us with this task. Maybe it could be
your decision to be a more active and contributing
member of the Solway Community. We just need you to
call the Fire Hall at (715) 563-8567 or the Town Hall at
(218) 729-5134 to let us know you’re interested. Leave a
message if staff aren’t in, and we’ll get back to you.
Check out what it entails and see if you can fit into a
firefighter’s boots.

Country Music Show Up and Running
Keith and Sharon Olson produce the show the first
Saturday of each month. The hours are 2 to 5PM, allowing
the audience participants to get home earlier in the
evening. There is no meal, but beverages and snacks are
available. Thanks, Keith and Sharon, for keeping the show
going for our enjoyment. During the third quarter of the
year, shows are being held Saturdays, 8/1 and 9/5. Due to
the 4  of July holiday, there will be no show in July. We
wish Keith, Sharon and the show continued success.

th

http://www.dnr.mn.us/
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Community Club News...

A huge, heartfelt thank you to everyone who supported
us over the past year! The Flamettes are dedicated to
raising vital funds for the Solway Volunteer Fire
Department—and we have an absolute blast doing it.
 
From flipping pancakes at our community breakfasts and
serving up delicious food at our Easter and Thanksgiving
Bingos, to hosting exciting grocery raffles, we love finding
fun ways to give back.
 
Want to get involved? We would love to welcome you to
our next meeting on Monday, September 14th, at 5:30
p.m. Moving forward, we’ll meet at the same time on the
first Monday of every month.
 
We are always looking for fresh fundraising ideas, so bring
your creativity and your passion. We can't wait to see you
there!

Lakehead Harvest Show
The 65th Annual Lakehead Harvest Show will be held
August 28, 29, and 30, 2026, and exhibitors are welcome!
The handicap-accessible show grounds are located at 70
East St. Louis River Road, Esko, Minnesota. Admission is
$10.00 daily or $20.00 for a weekend pass. Children 11
years and under are FREE. Credit and debit cards are
accepted. The show grounds are open daily from 9:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Parade and displays are subject to
weather conditions.

Demonstrations include: sawmilling, threshing,
blacksmithing, wood shingle making, antique rock
crushing, steam and gas plowing, and daily parades of
tractors and vehicles at 4:00 p.m. Other attractions
include food concessions and the 3-Day Café, petting
barn, kids' activities, kids’ train rides, steam and gas
model engines, tractors, vintage craft activities, and a
flea market.

New this year: Be sure to check out our exciting Tractor
Games, featuring fun, skill-based competitions that
showcase the precision and talents of antique tractor
operators. Tractor Games will take place daily and are
sure to entertain spectators of all ages!

Tractor Raffle Drawing: Following the parade on Sunday.

Bring the whole family! The Lakehead Harvest Show is a
valuable educational opportunity for youth and adults
alike, preserving and celebrating the agricultural heritage
of our region. For additional information, visit
www.lakeheadharvestshow.com. Tractor raffle tickets are
available in advance from members.

Regular meetings are held the first Monday of each
month at 7:00 p.m. at the Harvest Show grounds.

Flamettes

Monday Bunch
We meet every Monday from 12:30-4PM in the town hall.
We welcome new people, so come join us when you can!

Our next sale will be on Saturday, September 26th from
9AM to 1PM. Call Bonnie at (218) 729-8382 for a table
($10 each). We are filling up fast as most want to come
back.
 
This sale would be a great start to your Christmas
shopping, and there is nothing like a homemade gift! We
have crafters up and downstairs, with some new crafters.
See you all then!

Thank you…
The Solway Town Board would like to thank our
maintenance personnel for the fine work they do in
keeping our town properties well-groomed and attractive
looking. We receive many compliments from residents
and visitors alike that our facilities, buildings and grounds
are always well cared for and make our townsite the
finest in the area. Thanks Horst, Paul, Butch, and John!

Thanks for the flowers!
Shirley Nylund and Mary Forstrom have again taken the
initiative for planting and caring for geraniums at the
town hall between our front and handicapped entrances.
Thanks to Shirley and her grandson, Nick, for planting,
and to Shirley and Mary for watering and ongoing care.
The flowers add so much beauty to our hall and we hear
many compliments on how nice they look!

Halloween Carnival
This year’s Halloween Carnival is scheduled for Friday,
Oct. 30  beginning at 6PM, with raffle drawings held at
8PM. Special Events Committee members will gather,
Mon., Sept. 28  at 6:30PM and again on Oct. 26  at 6:30
PM to plan for the event. Watch the October newsletter
for any additional information.

th

th th

South St. Louis County Fair – Proctor
This will be our 105th Annual Fair Celebration. Free
Cornhole each day.; carnival wrist band specials on 7/2,
7/3 & 7/4 from 12-4PM, and also from 6-10PM on 7/4.
 
Tues., 6/30 is entry day from 1-7:30PM.
 
Wed., 7/1 – Judging at 8:30AM; poultry, rabbits &
livestock; entry day in barns.
 
Thurs., 7/2 is Senior Day, with cupcakes and punch at
1PM. Music with John Seguin & Barry Marciniak 1-4PM,
John Seguin & Andy Hauswirth 6-9PM.
 
Fri., 7/3: Dairy goats, meat goats, sheep & other livestock
at 9AM; Knocker Balls in Turf Bldg. 2-8PM; RC Racing on
the hill; Bull & Barrels Rodeo at 6PM; Lake City Smokin’
Sections Bands at 7PM; fireworks at 10PM.
 
Sat., 7/5: “Kids Day” (Free gift bag & t-shirt for first 100
kids). Horse show; rabbit & poultry judging at 9AM;
Balloon Lady 2-6PM; Petting Zoo at noon; Coin toss at
3:30 PM; The Faster Horses Band from Nashville, TN 7-
11PM.

http://www.lakeheadharvestshow.com/


DORA (Driving Opportunities with Recreational Activities)
is Proctor & Hermantown Community Education’s mobile
outreach vehicle, designed to bring learning, play, and
community connection directly to families. As a fully
equipped mobile classroom and activity hub, DORA
expands access to youth enrichment activities by
meeting children and caregivers where they are.
 
From parks and neighborhoods to school events and
community celebrations, DORA delivers hands-on
activities, early learning experiences, youth recreation,
family engagement, and wellness resources, ensuring
that every family has equitable access to opportunities
that support growth, curiosity, and lifelong learning.
DORA will be at the Solway Town Hall on Tuesdays, from
1:30-3:30 p.m. through the end of August.  Where DORA
goes, opportunities grow!
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Free Family Adventures!

Need Tables or Chairs?

Residents need only sort recyclables into 4 categories:
Mixed Paper

Paper of any color
Pressboard boxes
Junk mail
Magazines
Newspapers and advertisements
Shredded paper (Must be contained in paper bag)

Corrugated Cardboard (Flattened)
Cardboard with a wavy layer between two pieces of
thick paper
NO waxed cardboard

Mixed Containers
Rinse all food containers
Plastic bottles, tubs, jugs, jars & lids
Glass bottles and jars
Steel and aluminum cans
NO film or foam (Inc. Styrofoam) & plastic bags
NO plastic cups, plates or utensils
NO buckets
NO motor oil or antifreeze containers
NO take-out, deli, or clamshell containers
NO window glass, ceramics, or drinking glasses
NO scrap metal

Film Plastics (Place in designated container)
Film must be clean and dry
Grocery and retail bags
Newspaper bags & sleeves
Dry cleaning bags
Zip top bags
Bread, ice and produce bags
Paper product packaging wrap
Pallet and case wrap
Air pillows and bubble wrap
Shipping envelopes
Salt bags
Wood pellet bags
Winter window film
NO black plastic bags

Medications Disposal
Safely dispose of unwanted and expired medications at a
Take It to the Box drop box, located at participating law
enforcement facilities in Duluth, Hermantown, and
Proctor. Items NOT appropriate include needles, syringes,
lancets, thermometers and medications from businesses.
Take It to the Box Medication Disposals for Residents:

Duluth PD/St. Louis County Sheriff Public Safety
Building, 2030 Arlington Avenue, Duluth (M-F, AM-
4PM)
Hermantown Police Department, 5111 Maple Grove
Road, Hermantown (M-F, 8AM-4:30PM)
Proctor Police Department, 100 Pionk Drive, Proctor
(M-F, 8AM-4:30 PM)

The Bookmobile Continues to Roll
The Bookmobile offers a variety of items for all ages. The
Arrowhead Library System Bookmobile stops at the
Solway Town Hall every third Thursday from 3PM-4PM.
This is a convenient way to provide library material for
your family, especially the kids, during the summer
months.
 
The ALS Bookmobile provides high quality library service
to residents who live outside member library
communities. A number of different types of materials
and services are available through the ALS Bookmobile
such as: Adult and Children’s Books, Large Print Books,
Cookbooks, DVDs, Audio Books, Video Games, and
Interlibrary Loans
 
In addition, you can renew your library card, update your
library account information, learn how to use library
services, and participate in special programs. Learn more
about what your library can offer you at our website,
www.alslib.info.
 
Upcoming scheduled stops in Solway for the Bookmobile
are: July 16 , August 6 , August 27 , and September 17 ,
from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m.

th th th th

Please Leash Your Pets
Solway residents take pride in the appearance of the
buildings and grounds at the townsite, soccer fields and
cemetery. We want your visits to be pleasurable and free
of harassment. We ask pet owners to help out by keeping
pets on leashes and bringing containers to pick up their
droppings during your visits. Thanks for helping in this
matter.

Any Solway resident in need of tables and chairs for an
event may contact the Town Hall at (218) 729-5134. If no
one is in, please leave a message with your name, phone
number and date needed. Availability is limited and this
free service is on a first-come, first-served basis.

Resource Renew (WLSSD) News

http://www.alslib.info/


Town Office
4029 Munger Shaw Road

Cloquet, MN 55720

Phone: (218)729-5134
Fax: (218)729-5651

Email:solwayclerk@hotmail.com
Website: solwaytownship-MN.gov

Solway Section Lines
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Township Events Calendar

Recycling Shed Hours
Wednesdays 3-6 PM

Saturdays 8 AM-1 PM

Craft and Rummage Sale

Sat. September 26
9AM-1PM

th

Solway Town Hall

July 8 ..................................... Special Events Committee Meeting (National Night Out) 6:30 PM

July 14 ................................................................................................... Town Board Meeting 6:30 PM

July 16 ........................................................................................................ Bookmobile 3:00-4:00 PM

August 1 ...................................................................................... Country Music Show 2:00-5:00 PM

August 4 ......................................................................................... National Night Out 5:00-8:00 PM

August 6 ..................................................................................................... Bookmobile 3:00-4:00 PM

August 11 ..…………………….……….......……………………………………Primary Election Day 7:00 AM-8:00 PM

August 18 .............................................................................................. Town Board Meeting 6:30 PM

August 27 .................................................................................................... Bookmobile 3:00-4:00 PM

September 5 .............................................................................. Country Music Show 2:00-5:00 PM

September 8 ........................................................................................ Town Board Meeting 6:30 PM

September 17 ............................................................................................ Bookmobile 3:00-4:00 PM

September 26 .............................................................. Craft and Rummage Sale 9:00 AM-1:00 PM

September 28 ..................................... Special Events Committee Meeting (Halloween) 6:30 PM

October 30 ............................................................................................. Halloween Carnival 6:00 PM


	SOLWAY TOWNSHIP NEWLETTER
	Solway Section Lines
	VOLUME 32 ISSUE 3
	JULY 2026
	INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
	SVFD Open House/Hiring
	The U.S. 250th Anniversary
	Road Maintenance
	Hall Rental Policy

	Minnesota Primary Election
	National Night Out
	Fire Safety/News
	Club News
	Thanks!
	Free Family Adventures
	Calendar


	SOLWAY TOWN BOARD
	Chairperson:
	Supervisors:
	Clerk:
	Deputy Clerk:
	Treasurer:
	Highway #2 Resurfacing Project
	Deputy Treasurer:
	Office Hours:
	For Hall Rentals, call (218)729-5134. Leave your name, phone number and date requested.
	Phone: (218)729-5134 Fax: (218)729-5651
	Township Website:
	Email:


	PAGE 2
	SOLWAY SECTION LINES

	Road Maintenance/Reminders for 2026
	This year the Town Board had our Road Inspection on April 24, 2026. Roads were driven with the need for gravel application, grading, culvert replacement, ditching, sign replacement, roadside brushing and mowing in mind. We also inspected the black-topped parking lots at the hall and the black-topped tennis, pickleball, and basketball courts to determine maintenance needs.
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	Currently, when you rent the hall, a $25 reservation deposit is required to hold your date. Later, as the event nears, arrangements are made to pick up a hall key. After the event, the key is returned to the wooden drop box to the right of the office door. At its next meeting, the Town Board authorizes a check to return the $25 reservation deposit.
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	Hall and cemetery regulations are reviewed every March at the Annual Meeting, and we will appreciate your feedback at that time.
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	Morris Thomas Road Closure
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	Contact Safe at Home for Minnesota at 1-866-723-3035, MN Relay Service: 1-800-627-3529 or 711 or go to www.sos.mn.gov/safe-at-home for further information.
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	As things currently stand, during the road closure, there will not be a posted detour. Therefore, east/west traffic could use Maple Grove Road or the St. Louis River Road. For more project details, visit: https://slcmn.co/26-CSAH57-Culvert
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