
 

In Recognition...  
 

October is fire prevention month. It’s a time to become aware of fire hazards that may 
lurk around our homes and to do something about correcting them. It’s a time to teach 
our children how to get out of the house and where the family should gather outside in 
case a fire should occur. It’s a time to check our fire alarms and fire extinguishers to 
ensure they’re functioning properly. It’s a time to be grateful for the men and women 
who daily serve the Solway community as firefighters and medical responders. 
 

These volunteers stand ready 24 hours a day, seven days a week, to come to our aid in 
medical or fire tragedies. They not only respond to fires, accidents or medical emergen-
cies, but also put in hours for maintenance of equipment, planning/business meetings, 
and training opportunities to acquire needed skills and to maintain certifications.  
 

Being a firefighter is a family commitment as well. Family members wait at home to 
hear from their loved one that may be in “harms way.” Helping others takes time away 
from family members at home. 
 

Solway Township is fortunate to have men and women willing to give of themselves and 
have the support of their families in providing these services to our families and com-
munity. Nationally, statewide, and even more locally, communities are in crisis because 
as firefighters retire or for some reason resign from service, new recruits are not availa-
ble to continue in their places. Consequently, families, homes, businesses and forest 
resources are more endangered and fire insurance rates continue to escalate.  
 

Let’s not take our good fortune for granted, but be sure to thank our firefighters for their 
continued service.   Our current firefighters are: 
 

Brandon Porter—Chief  Devin Bodenner  Bob Saunders  
Adam Ross—Asst. Chief  Anthony Boesflug Shane Urban  
Amber Porter—Captain  Kyle Mullen  Ryan Wilcutt 
Leroy Hanson—Captain  Austin Parrott  Tyler Zobel 
Cassondra (KC) Barter  Dale Pearson   
 

Solway Township’s facilities are the busiest in the county. Currently, there is seldom a 
weekend or weekday evening where cars aren’t parked at the town hall for some event. 
 

People continue to compliment the clerk or other board members on how beautiful and 
well cared for our town hall, grounds, facilities, and cemetery are kept. This doesn’t just 
happen, but is due to the  conscientiousness and ownership values of your township 
employees.     
 

Leon Forstrom currently coordinates and takes care of our groundskeeping and building 
maintenance with the help of Butch Lund, Horst Blumerich and Paul Dunaiski. Butch 
Lund also handles our roadside mowing. Horst and Illona Blumerich supervise the recy-
cling shed operation. We appreciate their consistent good work. Let them know you rec-
ognize and appreciate their good work as well. 
 

Recognition Dinner Scheduled 
This year’s recognition dinner is scheduled for Thursday, November 7th, with social time 
at 5:30 p.m., and dinner at 6:00 p.m. Invited guests are current/retired firefighters, 
current/retired Flamettes, and our employees, along with spouses/guests.  All of these 
individuals deserve our thanks and recognition for a job well done in service to the Sol-
way community.      

SOLWAY TOWN BOARD 

Chairperson:   
   Ron Gajewski 
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For Hall Rentals, please call  

(218) 729-5134, and leave  
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Phone: (218) 729-5134 
Fax:  (218) 729-5651 
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   solwaytownship-MN.gov 
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Highway 2/Munger Shaw Road  
     Intersection Reconstruction Update 
 

Currently, the Hwy. 2 and Munger Shaw Road intersection 
has been updated to allow for left and right turn lanes. 
There is new and enhanced lighting of the intersection. 
The Old Hwy. 2 entrance off Hwy. 2 is closed. 
 

The township’s parking lot entrance on Hwy. 2 is restrict-
ed to a right-turn in and right-turn out traffic flow.  
 

In order to make our lot entrance off Hwy. 2 more visible 
at night, a new streetlight at the driveway was explored.  
This not being in the project design, the light would have 
to be purchased by the township. The closest power 
source would come from the Hwy. 2/Munger Shaw Road 
intersection. As underground boring of this line would be 
very costly and having an above ground installation would 
be unsightly, it was decided not to add the light. A con-
crete island with reflective signage has been installed 
which will increase visibility at night.  
 

This intersection construction was a joint effort of the 
state and county to increase safety at the intersection. 
The construction was funded by the state and county, 
bringing some of our tax dollars back to our community. 
September 28th was the scheduled completion date.  

General Election 
 

Voting will occur at the Solway Town Hall polling place 
on Tuesday, Nov. 5th, from 7AM to 8PM. 
 

In Minnesota, you don’t have to wait until Election Day 
to vote, but may vote early with an absentee ballot. For 
the General Election, the first day to vote early in person 
is Friday, Sept. 20th, and the last day to vote early in 
person is Monday, Nov. 4th. 
 

VOTE EARLY IN PERSON: You can cast an absentee bal-
lot at your local elections office (St. Louis County Court-
house) starting 46 days before Election Day. (Visit 
mnvotes.gov for hours and locations) 
 

VOTE EARLY BY MAIL: You can also apply to have an 
absentee ballot sent to you in the mail. You must return 
your ballot by Election Day. 

In Memoriam… 
 

On May 11th, we celebrated with Clare Stromlund, his 
retirement after 36 years of service as a Township 
Supervisor. In addition, he served on the Solway Vol-
unteer Fire Department for 29 years. Family from all 
over the country, and friends accumulated over dec-
ades of years, came together to recognize and con-
gratulate Clare on his achievements. 
 

Today with heavy hearts we say good-bye to Clare who 
passed away on August 16th. With Barb at his side, he 
struggled with health issues over a number of years 
before they became insurmountable. We trust he’s 
now enjoying a much deserved peace. Our condolenc-
es to Barb, his entire family and friends. 
 

We thank Barb for the contribution of $1,200 in me-
morials to the Solway Volunteer Fire Department that 
Clare was a member of for so many years.  

Cemetery Reminder 
 

Township Cemetery regulations require that all flowers 
and plants allowed in our cemetery must be removed 
by Sept. 30th. Beginning Oct. 10th, township personnel 
will remove all flowers and plants from the individual 
grave sites and assemble them inside the cemetery 
fence north of the Van Gassler Road entrance where 
they will stay until Oct. 24th. After Oct. 24th, all un-
claimed flower pots, holders, etc., will be disposed of by 
township personnel. The town board, as recommended 
by the electorate, allows solar lights at gravesites year-
round. Please claim all other items by Oct. 24th. Our 
cemetery American flag will be retired for the winter 
months to be re-flown next spring. 

Solway Broadband Resource 
 

While Solway residents enjoy the quiet and privacy of 
rural living, they still need adequate broadband services 
for home businesses, student access to information, 
recreational gaming, emails, current information, etc. In 
order to meet these needs, satellites, telephone ser-
vices, antennas and “hot spot” devices have been used 
in the absence of a high-speed fiber cable resource. 
 

In July of 2022, Mediacom Communications requested 
that Solway Township support their efforts to secure a 
grant from the Border-to-Border Program. This would 
bring fiber broadband to 1963 unserved or underserved 
locations in the township. The plan would be to complete 
this project within two years as outlined by the terms of 
the grant.  
 

Mediacom did receive a grant through the Department of 
Employment and Economic Development (DEED) from 
the State of Minnesota. Access to Xtream, powered by 
Mediacom high-speed internet, home phone, and mobile 
phone services, will be available. They believe smaller 
cities and towns deserve the same advanced digital ser-
vices as people residing in metropolitan areas. Media-
com states the fiber-to-the-home services are fast and 
reliable and they offer plans to meet any budget.  
 

As we can see by the construction along our roadways, 
the installation of orange casings, and cable inserts are 
well on the way. Mediacom’s goal is to have the fiber in 
place before the ground freezes. Hook-ups will continue 
into the spring until complete. A high-speed fiber re-
source will be available if we choose to use it. More infor-
mation will probably be coming to our homes.  

GeNeRAL eLecTiON  
Tues. 11/5 (Polls Open 7AM-8PM) 

Solway Town Hall 
Corner of Munger Shaw Road/Hwy 2 
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Community Club News… 
 

Monday Bunch 
 

Craft & Collectibles Sale/Lunch 
Sat., Sept.  28th (9AM -1PM) at Solway Town Hall 

Call (218) 729-8382 for tables 
 

We meet every Monday at the town hall from 12:30—4:00 
p.m. (with a coffee break!) to share our ideas, and would 
like to have you come join us. You don’t have to stay that 
long, or come every week, if it doesn’t work into your day. 
We put on a craft sale the last Saturdays in April and Sep-
tember.   
 

Lakehead Harvest Reunion 
 

Thanks to the community for their attendance and sup-
port which made the 2024 reunion a success!  
 

December hay ride dates will be held on: Friday, Dec. 6th; 
Saturday, Dec. 7th; Sunday, Dec. 8th; Friday, Dec. 13th; 
Saturday, Dec. 14th; Sunday, Dec. 15th; Friday, Dec. 
20th; Saturday, Dec. 21st; and Sunday, Dec. 22nd. Visit 
our website at www.lakeheadharvestshow.com for specif-
ic times and further information. 
 

South St. Louis County Fair-Proctor 
 

The Annual Board meeting will be Tuesday, October 15th 
at the Sports Complex at the fairgrounds. Social hour at 
6PM and meeting at 7PM to elect directors.  
 

2025 Fair Dates: June 30th—July 6th. For more info, visit 
us at www.proctorduluthfair.com.  
 

The Flamettes 
 

The Flamettes are an auxiliary for the Solway Volunteer 
Fire Department. We hold several events throughout the 
year to raise money to help purchase equipment needed 
by the fire department to ensure their safety, and also to 
provide supplies needed to help the members of our 
township and surrounding townships. These family- 
friendly events bring our township together as a commu-
nity. So go ahead and step outside your door for our next 
event! You’ll be able to talk to neighbors, catch up with 
old friends and perhaps meet new people! 
 

Our members consist of four officers: Lori Johnson, Presi-
dent; Stacy Stuber, Secretary; and Stacie Oakland, Treas-
urer. The Vice President position is currently vacant due 
to the passing of Clare Stromlund who will be sadly 
missed. Other members include Mary Busch, Karen Hil-
dre, Barbara Mattson, Shirley Nylund, Bonnie Siiro, and 
Sharen VanDenHeuvel. 

 

We meet on the first Monday of each month at 5:30 p.m. 
at the Town Hall, with a few exceptions throughout the 
year. If you’re interested in joining, please contact Lori 
Johnson at (218) 729-0806.  
 

A spaghetti dinner will be held on Saturday, October 19th 
from 4:00-7:00 p.m. Our fall Bingo is Saturday, November 
16th, beginning at 6:00 p.m.  

 

Halloween Carnival 
 

Our Halloween Carnival will be held Friday, Oct. 25th, 
from 6PM to 8PM. Our Special Events Committee mem-
bers will be gathering to begin planning for the carnival 
on Monday, Sept. 30th at 6:30 PM and on Oct. 21st at 
6:30 PM. 
 

We will need many adult and student volunteers to  help 
set up for and run games at the carnival. We will meet 
Thursday, Oct. 24th at 6:00 PM to set up games and dec-
orations. Volunteers will then run the games at the carni-
val on Friday, followed by clean-up. 
 

If you’d like to help, come to the meetings or call the of-
fice at (218) 729-5134, and leave your name and num-
ber so we can get in touch with you.  
 

Current Community Ed Class Offered at      
 Solway Town Hall 

 

Martial Arts—American Tae Kwon Do  
Classes held at 5-6PM & 6-7PM on Mon. and Wed. 
Ongoing sign ups available 
Contact Proctor Hermantown Community Ed at 
www.ceconnects.com or (218) 628-6293 
 

Martial Arts is designed to teach focus, concentration, 
muscle development, balance and gross motor coordina-
tion.  The instructor uses a traditional and contemporary 
approach to training in Tae Kwon Do, Kickboxing, and 
some Kung Fu.  
 

Proctor Hermantown Community Education offers many 
classes at other area locations.  If you have not received 
their Fall 2024 Community Education brochure, please 
contact them to request one at (218) 628-6293.    
 

Country Music Show 10/5,  
 11/2 and 12/7 
 

Keith and Sharon Olson continue the Country Music 
Show. Still the first Saturday of each month, the hours 
are 2 to 5PM allowing the audience participants to get 
home earlier in the evening. Beverages and snacks are 
available. Thanks Keith and Sharon for continuing the 
show for our enjoyment. We wish you and the show con-
tinued success.  

 

“MONDAY BuNch” 
cRAfT & cOLLecTiBLeS SALe 

Saturday Sept. 28th (9AM—1PM) 
Lunch 

Solway Town Hall  
Hwy #2 and Munger Shaw Road 
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National Night Out 
 

Our Night Out was held August 6th. The weather was 
perfect and the event was very well attended. Individu-
als, couples and families enjoyed fellowship while eat-
ing hot dogs, listening to Glen Laspi’s live music, visit-
ing Frosty Ridge Alpacas, learning about Rocky Run 
Stables’ therapy pony, and choosing the antique car 
they most liked and identified with. The kids enjoyed 
the RWH Slow Line train rides, fire hose spraying, and 
ice cream at the fire hall.  
 

The St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office was present as 
well as the St. Louis County Rescue Squad with some 
of their equipment. Questions were answered and we 
became more aware of the protection and services 
provided by these dedicated individuals.  
 

Always a big hit was the Solway Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment’s open house where residents could see for 
themselves the fire fighting and medical provision 
equipment our fire department utilizes in the 
“protection” of our lives and property. A highlight was 
the vehicle accident extrication demonstration of a 
trapped occupant using the “Jaws of Life” and other 
equipment. 
 

Of the residents who registered for the door prizes, the 
following won $25 gift cards: 
 

Mary Forstrom—Saginaw Union Station 
Terry Strom—Stokke’s Meat Market 
Kathy Leiste—Arnold’s Café 
Bill Polson—Frosty Ridge Alpacas 
Kareen Nelson—Munger Tavern 
Judy Gadda-Vintage Hideaway 

 

Thanks for coming! Your presence made the evening a 
grand success. We thank our Special Events Commit-
tee members and all that provided or arranged for the 
attractions. 
 

Bookmobile Service 
 

When you can’t come to the library, your library on 
wheels will come to you. The Bookmobile stops every 
three weeks at Solway Town Hall from 3:15-4:15 PM 
on Thursdays. During the fourth quarter, visits will be 
on October 3rd, October 24th, November 14th, De-
cember 5th and December 26th. 
 

The Bookmobile offers print books, cookbooks, large 
print books, DVDs, audiobooks and video games. In 
addition, you can renew your library card, update your 
library account information, learn how to use library 
services, and participate in special programs. Learn 
more about what your library can offer you at our web-
site, www.alslib.info.  
 

For further information on the Bookmobile or Mail-A-
Book services, contact the Arrowhead Library System, 
5528 Emerald Ave., Mt. Iron, MN 55768, (218) 741-
3840, see us on Facebook, or check our website at 
www.alslib.info.  

Snow Removal for 2024-2025 
 

St. Louis County will be providing snowplowing on our 
Township roads again this year.  Paved roads are 
plowed as snow accumulates, but dirt roads won’t be 
plowed unless at least four inches accumulate.  It’s very 
difficult to remove snow in early winter and early spring 
when gravel road surfaces are not frozen.   
 

County plow operators try to leave as little snow as pos-
sible across driveways.  County removal of this windrow 
is not feasible and is the property owners responsibility.  
A suggestion is that when you plow your driveway, also 
plow the road driving lane closest to your property 
about 25 feet or so in the direction from which the plow 
comes.  As the plow approaches and hits the plowed 
area, the plow’s snow load will empty leaving very little 
to go across your driveway.  We are reminded that it is 
unlawful to plow or blow snow onto roads. Solway Town-
ship is not responsible for any property damage or 
clean up due to snowplowing. 
 

St Louis County has newer and larger snowplowing 
trucks with belly plows and side wings that require big-
ger turnaround areas on our dead end township roads.   
We thank our residents at the end of these roads for 
allowing St. Louis County and township road mainte-
nance vehicles to spill over from our turnarounds onto 
their driveways and property when turning around.  

 

You Have a Place: Solway Town Hall 
 

Did you know the town hall is available to residents/
property owners of the township for your family events?  
The hall is used for weddings, receptions, funerals, 
luncheons, birthday parties, graduation parties, family 
reunions, family gatherings, to celebrate baptisms or 
confirmations, family rummage sales, craft sales, etc.  If 
you have an upcoming event and your home is too 
small or you can’t trust the weather for an outdoor gath-
ering, think “town hall.” 
- 

The hall is available to each family once per year free of 
charge unless you serve alcohol. If you have a gathering 
where alcoholic beverages are served, a security officer 
is hired by the township at $60 per hour, paid by the 
renter, plus a $100 non-refundable clean up charge. 
There is also a $600 damage deposit that is refunded if 
the hall is left in good condition. A $25 reservation fee 
is necessary to reserve the hall for all rentals, but re-
fundable after the event. For reservations, call the town 
hall at (218) 729-5134.  
 

If you’re having an outdoor party or gathering and would 
like an indoor space to serve food from or retreat to in 
case of bad weather, think about renting our all-
purpose building. This space is especially useful for 
children’s parties as it’s adjacent to the playgrounds, 
basketball courts, etc. Just make a reservation with our 
clerk the same way as with a town hall rental. 
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Chimney and Fire Safety 
   By Brandon Porter, Solway Fire Chief 
 

As we welcome the upcoming heating season in Sol-
way Township, it's crucial to prioritize chimney and fire 
safety. While the idea of warming up by the fire is in-
viting, neglecting safety measures can lead to danger-
ous consequences.  
 

Chimney fires are a real threat. Creosote, a flammable 
substance created when wood burns, can accumulate 
in your chimney. Regular chimney inspections and 
cleaning can prevent this buildup and the potential for 
fires. Proper use of fireplaces and stoves is essential. 
Burn only dry, seasoned wood, use a fireplace screen, 
and never leave a fire unattended. 
 

Carbon monoxide is a colorless, odorless gas that can 
be produced by fuel-burning appliances. Improperly 
vented chimneys can cause CO to enter your home, 
posing a serious health risk. Install carbon monoxide 
detectors and replace their batteries regularly to pro-
tect your family. 
 

Remember to consider general fire safety practices: 

· Keep a fire extinguisher and know how to use it. 

· Create/practice an escape plan with your family. 

· Install smoke alarms and test them monthly. 

· Keep flammables away from heat sources. 

· Dispose of ashes after ensuring they're cool. 

The Solway Volunteer Fire Department is here to as-
sist. If you have questions or concerns, please reach 
out. Together, we can make this heating season safe 
and enjoyable for all. Stay warm and safe. 
 

WLSSD & Recycling Shed News 
HOURS: Wednesdays 3PM-6PM; Saturdays 8AM—1PM 

 

Recycling Drop Off Sites:  
Mixed Paper 
* Paper of any color 
* Pressboard boxes 
* Junk mail and magazines 
* Newspapers and advertisements 
* Shredded paper (Must be contained in a paper bag) 
Corrugated Cardboard 
* Cardboard with a wavy layer between two pieces of 

thick paper (NO waxed cardboard) 
Mixed Containers 
* Rinse all food containers 
* Plastic bottles, tubs, jugs, jars, and lids 
* Glass bottles and jars 
* Steel and aluminum cans 
* NO film or foam (Inc. Styrofoam) & plastic bags 
* NO plastic cups, plates, or utensils 
* NO buckets or scrap metal 
* NO motor oil or antifreeze containers 
* NO take-out, deli, or clamshell containers 
* NO window glass, ceramics, or drinking glasses 
Film Plastics (Place in designated container) 
* Film must be clean and dry 
* Grocery and retail bags 
* Newspaper bags & sleeves 
* Dry cleaning bags 
* Zip top bags 
* Bread, ice and produce bags 
* Paper product packaging wrap 
* Pallet and case wrap 
* Air pillows and bubble wrap 
* Shipping envelopes 
* Salt and wood pellet bags 
* Winter window film 
* NO black plastic bags 
 

Dispose of unwanted and expired medications at a Take 
it to the Box drop box, located at participating law en-
forcement facilities in Duluth, Hermantown and Proctor. 
 

Take it to the Box Medical Disposals for Residents: 
* Duluth PD/St. Louis County Sheriff Public Safety 

Building, 2030 Arlington Avenue, Duluth (M-F, 8AM-
4PM) 

* Hermantown Police Department, 5111 Maple Grove 
Road, Hermantown (M-F, 8AM-4:30PM) 

* Proctor Police Department, 100 Pionk Drive, Proctor 
(M-F, 8AM-4:30 PM) 

* West Duluth Police Substation, 5830 Grand Avenue, 
Duluth (M-F, 8AM-4PM) 

 

Western Lake Superior Sanitary District 
Questions? Call WLSSD at (218) 722-0761/wlssd.com 

Or talk to Horst, our recycling shed attendant 

SPAGheTTi DiNNeR 
 

A Spaghetti Dinner will benefit the  
Solway Volunteer Fire Department 

October 19th 4-7 PM  
Adults $10 
Big Kids $5 

6 & under Free 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 fiRe DePARTMeNT TuRkeY BiNGO  
 

Nov 16th at 6:00 PM  
(Doors open @ 4:30 PM) 

 



 

September 28 ............................................. Craft and Collectibles Sale 9-1PM 

October 3 .................................................................. Bookmobile 3:15-4:15PM  

October 5 ............................................................... Country Music Show 2-5PM 

October 8 ............................................................ Town Board Meeting 6:30PM 

October 19 ........................................................ SVFD Spaghetti Dinner 4-7PM 

October 24 ............................................................... Bookmobile 3:15-4:15PM  

October 25 .............................................................. Halloween Carnival 6-8PM 

November 2 ........................................................... Country Music Show 2-5PM 

November 5 ......................................... General Election (Poll Open 7AM-8PM) 

November 12 ..................................................... Town Board Meeting 6:30PM 

November 14 ........................................................... Bookmobile 3:15-4:15PM 

November 16 .............................................................. SVFD Turkey Bingo 6PM 

December 5 .............................................................. Bookmobile 3:15-4:15PM 

December 7 ........................................................... Country Music Show 2-5PM 

December 10 ..................................................... Town Board Meeting 6:30PM 

December 26 ........................................................... Bookmobile 3:15-4:15PM 

 

TOWNShiP eveNTS cALeNDAR 

SOLWAY SecTiON LiNeS 

Town Office 
4029 Munger Shaw Road 

Cloquet, MN 55720 

Phone: (218) 729-5134 
Fax: (218) 729-5651 

Email: solwayclerk@hotmail.com 
 

Office Hours  
Tuesday 9AM-3PM  

Wednesday 9AM-3PM 
Thursday 7AM-1PM 
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