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HAPPY NEW YEAR INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
The Solway Town Board wishes each of you and yours a blessed and prosperous New N
Year! May you enjoy the love of family, support of friends, and an abundance of good 2023 Accomplishments

health.

Winter Fun Day
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2024 Citizen of the Year Award Nomination HVDC Modernization Project 2

Each year we welcome nominations for the Solway Citizen of the Year Award. Criteria for ~community Club News 3
the award include the nominee being a township resident/property owner, 18 years of
age or older, and one who has donated considerable time and talent to the betterment Emergency Vehicle Access 3
of our community as a volunteer. U.S. Postal 3
4

4

5

5

The winner of the award is honored for his/her contributions at the Township Annual
Meeting in March. The recipient receives a personal plaque of recognition. In addition,
the winner's name is added to the Hall of Fame Plague at the town hall which honors all  Scholarship Program
previous winners of the award. Please submit your nominations to the town office by the
first of February.

Recycling Information

Seedlings for Sale

Past recipients of the award are: Axel Carlson 1992, Valeria Witte 1993, Katherine Mil- Fire Department Recruitment
ler 1994, Kenneth Hayes 1995, Walt Carlson 1996, Winifred Freed 1997, Centennial
Committee 1998, Arnie Whiting 1999, Mary Busch 2000, Jim Miller 2001, Betty Everett
2002, Karen and Rick Flesvig 2003, Isabelle Callahan 2006, Wayne Sullin 2008, John
Childers 2009, Joan Gajewski 2010, Larry Shelton 2011, Jeff Nelson 2013, Darlene SOLWAY TOWN BOARD
Miller 2014, Kareen Nelson 2015, Shirley Nylund 2016, Marcie Keppers 2017, Bonnie

Siiro 2018, Jeff Keppers 2019, Jim Lindquist 2022, and Boo Hanson 2023. Congratula- Chalrperson:

tions to all of them! Ron Gajewski
Supervisors:
Annual Meeting & Township Elections March 12, 2024 Scott Welsh
The Election poll will be open from NOON to 8:00 PM to elect one Supervisor for a three- Joff Keppers
year term. The Annual Meeting will commence at 8:30 PM to conduct all necessary Clerlc
business as prescribed by law. Tami McGregor
Deputy Clerk:
Some of the agenda items to be discussed at the Annual Meeting are as follows: Regena Merritt
e 2024 Citizen of the Year Treasurer:
e Report of the 2023 Receipts and Disbursements Cindy Moe
* Review of Town Hall rental fees and regulations Office Hours:
e Review of Cemetery regulations Tues & Wed 9AM-3PM
e Fire Department Report Thursday 7AM-1PM
e Proposed Budget and Levy for 2025
e Use of the American Rescue Plan funds ' For Hall Rentals, please call
In case of bad weather, the Annual Town Meeting and Election will be held at the same ~ (218) 729-5134, and leave your
time and place on the third Tuesday of March. name, number and date wanted.
Filing for Township Election Phone: (218) 729-5134

Filing for the Township Supervisor position will be held for a two week period beginning Fax: (218) 729-5651
January 2, 2024 and will close on January 16, 2024 at 5:00 PM. The filing fee is $2.00.

Affidavits of Candidacy shall be filed with the Town Clerk at Solway Town Hall, 4029 Township website:
Munger Shaw Road, Cloquet, MN during this period of time. Township office hours are solwaytownship-MN.gov
Tuesday and Wednesday 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, and Thursday 7:00 AM to 1:00 PM. To

file, contact the Town Clerk at (218) 729-5134 to set an appointment. Emall:

solwayclerk@hotmail.com
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2023 Accomplishments

Looking to 2024, your Township Board reviews the
accomplishments of 2023. Some of them are listed
below:

e WLSSD grant in the amount of $10,155.57 re- -

ceived for our recycling shed operations

s Completed scheduled road improvements, grad-
ing, dust control, roadside mowing, culvert re-
placement, ditching and brushing

e Installation of ThinkSign message center sign

¢ Hosted the monthly Country Music Show

e Continued maintenance of Town Hall and facilities

for residents use. 374 events were held in the

Hall in 2023.

Hosted National Night Out on August 1st

Hosted our recognition dinner on November 2nd

Refinished Town Hall maple floor

New flooring in upstairs kitchen and office

Reconstructed tennis/basketball/pickleball courts

Purchased pickleball net systems for use in spring

Asphalt repairs to recycling shed parking area

New windows installation in Town Hall

Purchased Kubota commercial zero-turn lawn

mower

¢ Obtained FEMA grant to cover road damage from
spring flooding in the amount of $10,705.85

¢ Install new sound system and video equipment in
upstairs of hall, with downstairs installation in
process

If you have suggestions for improvements you would
like the Town Board to pursue, give us a call or bring
your ideas to a board meeting.

Winter Fun Day: “Free for all”

Our Winter Fun Day is tentatively scheduled for Sun-
day, March, 3rd from 1:00 to 5:00 PM. This FREE
event is sponsored by Solway Township's Special
Events Committee for all township residents/property
owners so remind your friends and neighbors.

Activities planned at the writing of this article include
hayrides, skating, sliding, bonfire, bingo, and free
food: coffee, hot chocolate, hot dogs, chips, cookies,
bars and smores. Food is served all afternoon so
come for lunch and stay for supper. The Special
Events Committee is picking up the tab.

Free Bingo will run from 2:00 to 5:00 PM. Each player
may play up to four free cards at a time to vie for a
$10 winner’s pot.

A Special Events Committee Meeting will be held on
February 20th at 6:30 PM to complete planning for
the day. New faces and ideas are always welcome so
if you'd like to help, please come to the meeting.

HVDC Modernization Project

“Minnesota Power plans to modernize and upgrade its
existing High-Voltage Direct-Current (HVDC) Terminal in
Northeastern Minnesota, the eastern endpoint of a 465-
mile direct-current transmission line from North Dakota.

The terminal has served Minnesota Power well, but it is
now 45 years old and has exceeded its 30-year design
life. This project includes modernizing and -upgrading the
terminal, along with the western terminal in North Dako-
ta, with new technology to meet the need for safe and
reliable energy today and into the future.

As we and other energy companies across the nation add
more renewable energy sources to our energy mix, the
value of this transmission line and its terminals will only
grow. This project is critical to ensure a reliable grid that
can expand to deliver renewable energy to where it's
needed by our customers. It also continues the safe deliv-
ery of electricity across an existing corridor to meet the
growing demand for energy in an increasingly electrified
economy.

The project will increase the size of the terminal’s foot-
print in Solway Township and require three one-half mile
transmission lines next to the terminal.”

In order to keep our residents informed of the progres-
sion of this project and to receive resident input concern-
ing the construction of the terminal, Minnesota Power
had an open house on April 19th, and the State of Minne-
sota hosted a project scoping meeting on August 29th,
both at the town hall. Upcoming on March 13, 2024, the
state will host a public hearing on this matter at the town
hall. The hearing time has not yet been set, but check the
township website and town sign message center for ongo-
ing information.

The End of Ice Skating

Ice skating has been available at the town hall for many
decades. When Munger Elementary School was open, the
kids would walk down Munger Shaw Road for ice skating
parties at the hall. When our blacktop for the first basket-
ball courts was installed, it had a berm around the edges
to hold water so it could be flooded for the rink. The last
half a dozen years it has been really hard to get a useable
ice sheet down because of the warm weather and that ice
would be short-lived at best.

When we reconstructed the basketball/tennis/pickleball
blacktop this past fall, we did not add a berm for retaining
water and consequently will not have an ice rink in the
future.

If you've noticed on the local news, keeping outdoor ice
for skating is a regional problem for other communities as
well. We hate to see the ice era go!
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Community Club News...

Monday Bunch

We are meeting on Mondays 12:30pm—4pm. Come join
us and share your talents. Our Craft Sale will be on Sat.
April 27, 2024. Call 218-729-8382 for a table. Thank
you all for supporting us!

Lakehead Harvest Reunion
We meet on the first Monday of each month at 7:00 PM
at the show grounds on the St. Louis River Road.

South St. Louis County Fair-Proctor

2024 Fair Dates: July 2nd—7th. Entry day will be July
2nd, with judging on July 3rd. The Stipes carnival will be
returning and open from July 4th—7th. If you have spe-
cific questions, please contact Mary Korich, Fair Manag-
er, at (218) 348-1453, or visit their website at: proctor-
duluthfair.com

Flamettes

The Flamettes meet the first Monday of the month at
5:30 PM at the Town Hall and meetings usually last an
hour or less. We are in need of new members. Please
consider joining our group today and become part of
our fundraising efforts and events. Please stay tuned
for any updates through the newsletter or on the Town-
ship sign. The pancake breakfast is scheduled for Sun-
day, April 21st.

Cub Scout News

Cub Scout activities continue. We will have our meet-
ings and activities as scheduled on every other Monday
evening between 6:00PM and 7:30PM at the Town Hall.

Cub Scouts are for boys and girls Kindergarten through
B5th grade. New members are always welcome. Have
fun while learning life skills and making new friends.
Call Jenny at 218-380-8412 for more information and
registration.

Recognition Dinner held in 2023

The Solway Electorate at the Annual Meeting in March
2023 authorized the Town Board to host a recognition
dinner for our firefighters and their spouse/guest; re-
tired firefighters and their spouse/guest; current and
retired Flamettes and their spouse/guest and our em-
ployees and their spouse/guest. All of these individuals
deserve our ongoing thanks and recognition for a job
well done in service to the Solway Community. The din-
ner was held on 11/2.

SUPERVISOR CANDIDATE
FILING PERIOD
JANUARY 2-16, 2024

Emergency Vehicle Access

In the rural setting of Solway Township where residents
enjoy several acres for home sites, the tendency is to
build back on the site to allow a buffer area between
their house and the frontage road.

Long driveways provide privacy but can also be a safety
hazard if they are not able to be accessed by emergency
vehicles. We have had fire trucks stuck in driveways and
not able to get to the fires. ’

In order for a driveway to be accessible it must be a
minimum of 10 feet wide and free of trees and other
obstacles to a minimum height of 12 feet. Fire trucks
are large vehicles and need turn around areas in your
yards or circular driveways so as not to necessitate try-
ing to back the truck down a long and perhaps winding
driveway. Entrance posts, arches, fencing, and other
decorative installations along driveways can also be a
barrier preventing access. At times adequate snow re-
moval is also an issue to be addressed.

If you feel you have a problem and would like some sug-
gestions on how to correct it, contact the office and ar-
rangements can be made for a Firefighter to meet with
you at your home.

SOLWAY TOWNSHIP RECYCLING SHED
Location: 4029 Munger Shaw Road
Hours: Wednesday 3PM—6PM

Saturday 8AM—I1PM

U.S. Postal

Mail theft from mailboxes continues to be an issue.
Both outgoing and incoming mail is being targeted. They
attempt to get personal or financial information through
which they can direct mail to another address, negotiate
checks, alter outgoing checks, counterfeit checks and
open financial accounts. Your financial institutions can
determine if fraudulent activity has occurred and pro-
vide information on how to protect your accounts.

The Postal Services recommend mailing from their blue
collection boxes, your work place, or your local post of-
fice; pick up your mail from your mail box right after de-
livery and especially if you're expecting packages.

Reporting any fraudulent activity that could help in their
investigation would be appreciated. E.g.: compromised
accounts, credit card fraud, identity and financial theft.
The Postal Service provides a free service called in-
formed delivery that allows you to see what mail is com-
ing before it arrives. Sign up through www.usps.com. US
Postal contact # 1-877-876-2455.
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Please help keep Solway clean

During the year considerable time and expense are
expended in picking up discarded trash from Town-
ship roads and turnarounds at the end of dead end
roads. Such refuse is not only unsightly but detracts
from someone else's private property. We find any-
thing from appliances, furniture, construction debris,
to garbage and animal carcasses. My guess is much
of the trash comes from outside the township and is
discarded by non Township residents. If you observe
someone dumping, take a picture of their license
plate, if you can do so safely, and we'll report them to
the authorities. When we're aware of the problem, we
can be alert to recognize offenders. Thanks for your
help with this.

Recycling Information

The Truth About Styrofoam

Styrofoam: In order for a product to be recycled, there
has to be a buyer on the other end that wants to
make something out of that product. Unfortunately,
there is no market for Styrofoam in our area. This
means that Styrofoam has to go in the trash. Your
best option is to avoid it in the first place whenever
possible. For example: Use your own coffee mug,
choose reusable plates, and pack items in newspaper
instead of packing peanuts whenever possible.

Film plastics

Our recycling shed has special containers for film
plastics which ARE accepted:

s Clean and dry film

e Grocery and retail bags

o Newspaper, bread and produce bags

o  Paper product packing wrap

s Pallet and case wrap

s Bubble wrap

Still NOT accepted:

e Black plastic bags

e Plastic containers used to market many food
products—these may be clam shell in design and
are often clear and perforated. They are NOT AC-
CEPTED at this time.

e Please make sure all recyclables are clean as
food scraps and dirt contaminate them.

Minnesota Association of

Townships Scholarship

The Minnesota Association of Townships is a nonprofit
corporation representing Minnesota townships while
being a voice for its roughly 9,000 officers. It con-
ducts research and educational programs designed to
foster efficient and economical town governmental
services and acts as a liaison between state govern-
ment officials to encourage sustained cooperation.

The Minnesota Association of Townships is awarding
$2,000 scholarships for up to five juniors currently at-
tending a Minnesota public, private or parochial high
school, or home study program, that plan to further their
education at a college, university, or vocational school.
Applicants must complete an application form and sub-
mit it along with a written essay discussing the 2024
topic:

“Throughout its history the Unites States has adopted
policies which took advantage of major technological
advances that led to prosperity as a nation. In the 19th
century it was the development of canals and a national
railroad system. In the 20th century it was rural electrifi-
cation and the national highway system. Today, high
speed broadband Internet access is as vital as phones,
electricity, and roads. Those without this access, partic-
ularly people in rural areas, are left stranded on the
wrong side of the digital divide.

Describe ways in which broadband Internet access im-
proves the lives of rural residents. What challenges ex-
ist in providing broadband Internet in rural areas? And
what policies should governments at all levels (federal,
state, and local) adopt to ensure that regardless of geo-
graphic location all Americans have equal access to
broadband Internet?”

Essays must be between 450 and 500 words, and must
be typed with double spacing. Applicants should not
name themselves, their school, their town or city, or
their local officials in the essay. Each essay will be
judged by an independent panel based upon originality,
knowledge of subject matter in relationship to the con-
ference theme, and supporting statements, as well as
correct spelling and punctuation.

Along with the completed application and written essay,
students must submit a current high school transcript
and a letter of recommendation from a high school
teacher or counselor. All items must be submitted in
one envelope and mailed to: Minnesota Association of
Townships Scholarship Program, P.0. Box 267, St
Michael, MN 55376, postmarked by June 1, 2024. in-
complete applications or applications postmarked after
June 1, 2024 will not be accepted.

Winners will be notified in writing in September of 2024
and will be invited to attend the Minnesota Association
of Townships Annual Meeting to be held in December
2024 in St. Cloud, Minnesota. Scholarship awards will
be paid to the appropriate financial aid office upon re-
ceipt of verification of enrollment at a college, universi-
ty or technical school. Applications can be obtained at
the MAT website: www.mntownships.org. Helpful tips:
Utilize the MAT website, ask a township officer, or re-
search at a local library referencing Minnesota town-
ships to make sure the information is relevant.
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Seedlings for Sale!

The MN Department of Natural Resources State
Forest Nursery is accepting orders for spring 2024
seedlings. With approximately 3 million seedlings
available for the spring planting season, this is a

great opportunity for landowners to reforest their

property to create wildlife habitat, shelterbelts, or a
woodland oasis.

Since 1931, the MN DNR’s State Forest Nursery has
developed techniques to ensure the highest-quality
seedling stock. The State Forest Nursery offers 26
species of native bareroot trees and shrubs. Howev-
er, seedling selection and availability decreases
after the first few weeks of sales. Visit the State For-
est Nursery seedling ordering webpage (mndnr.gov/
forestry/nursery/ordering.html) to view the available
species and access the tree seedling order form.

A minimum order of 500 seedlings is required when
purchasing from the State Forest Nursery. This is
roughly the number of seedlings needed to plant
one acre of bare land. Orders can be tailored in in-
crements of 100 for each species. Prices vary de-
pending on species, with the price as low as $195
for 500 seedlings. The State Forest Nursery also
offers two pre-selected seedlings packets, simplify-
ing the decision-making process. The conifer packet
includes 250 white spruce and 250 red pine seed-
lings to add more greenery to woodlands in winter.
The fruiting trees and shrubs packet features a mix-
ture of chokecherry, black cherry, nannyberry, hack-
berry, and wild plum to create a pollinator-friendly
habitat.

Landowners can receive assistance identifying the
trees and shrubs best suited to their property and
woodland management goals by reaching out to a
local DNR forester (mndnr.gov/woodlands/cfm-
map.html).

Seedings must be planted within Minnesota. The
last day to order seedlings is Friday, March 29,
2024.

Landowners interested in planting fewer than 500
seedlings are encouraged to contact their local Soil
and Water Conservation District (maswcd.org) to
learn if they offer a tree sale program. Some SWCDs
also offer planting services.

Bookmobile Schedule

The Bookmobile is still coming every three weeks on
Thursday afternoons between 3:15 and 4:15PM.
They’re in the parking lot for one hour before moving
on to their next location. Dates for the 1st quarter of
2024 are January 4th & 25th, February 15th, and
March 7th & 28th.

Firefighters Needed!

During the last several years it has become more difficult
to recruit firefighters. This isn’t just a Solway, county or
state problem but actually a national problem. The de-
mands of job, family, and other commitments can become
overwhelming. But despite all this we still have the need
for firefighters to keep our families and community safe.

We're asking anyone over 18 years of age to consider
stepping up to help us with this task. Maybe it could be a
New Year’s resolution to be a more active and contributing
member of the Solway Community. We just need you to
call the Fire Hall at (218) 729-6304 or the Town Hall at
(218) 729-5134 to let us know you're interested; leave a
message if staff aren’t in and we'll get back to you. Check
out what it entails and see if it fits for you.

Country Music News

Keith and Sharon Olson and their entourage of singers
and musicians continue the Country Music Shows at the
Town Hall. The shows are the 1st Saturday of the month
beginning at 2:00 PM and running until 5:00 PM. Some
treats are provided such as coffee, lemonade, cookies,
etc. During the first quarter of the New Year, the shows will
be held January 6th, February 3rd and March 2nd.

Street Lights........

If you've noticed a street light at one of our intersections
being out, or going off and on at night, please call the town
office at (218) 729-5134 to report it. Thanks for helping
with this.

YOUR POLITICAL CONTACTS
US Sen Amy Klobuchar—425 Dirksen Senate Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510; Phone: (202) 224-3244
Mpls., MN Office (888) 224-9043
Virginia, MN Office (218) 741-9690 or (888) 224-9043

US Sen Tina Smith —720 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510; Phone: (202) 224-5641
Duluth, MN Office (218) 722-2390

US Rep Pete Stauber-145 Cannon HOB
Washington, DC 20515; Phone: (202) 225-6211
Hermantown, MN Office (218) 481-6396

Minnesota Governor Tim Walz—130 State Capitol
St. Paul, MN 55155; (651) 201-3400 or (800) 627-3529

MN Sen Grant Hauschild-95 University Avenue West
St. Paul, MN 55155; Phone: (651) 296-1789

MN Rep Natalie Zeleznikar-223 State Office Bldg.
St. Paul, MN 55155 (651) 296-2676 or (800) 890-5428

County Commissioner Keith Musolf
Duluth Court House (218) 726-2450




Town Office
4029 Munger Shaw Road
Cloquet, MIN 55720

Phone: (218)729-5134
Fax: (218)729-5651
Email: solwayclerk@hotmail.com
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TOWNSHIP EVENTS CALENDAR

Jan 2. Filing period for Township Election begins
JAN Lo Bookmobile 3:15-4:15PM
JAN B Country Music Show 2:00-5:00 PM
JAN O Town Board Meeting 6:30PM
Jan 16 e Filing Period for Township Election ends 5PM
JBN 25 e er st nee e Bookmobile 3:15-4:15PM
T o ST Country Music Show 2:00-5:00 PM
2T o T 0 Town Board Meeting 6:30PM
L= ¢ T T SRR Bookmobile 3:15-4:15 PM
MaTrCh 2 i s Country Music Show 2:00-5:00 PM
March 3. e nr s Winter Fun Day 1:00-5:00 PM
MAFCR 7 ocririsires e sseereisss s esnensneners s snensasasesenes Bookmobile 3:15-4:15PM
1= T o] o T 5 . Township Election noon to 8:00PM
Y= Yo o T Annual Meeting 8:30 PM
March 13....cceeeiees MN Power HVDC Modernization Project Public Hearing
Y =T (o] o I S T Town Board Meeting 6:30PM
MarCh 23 SVFD Easter Bingo 6:00 PM
MarCh 28...o v Bookmobile 3:15-4:15PM
FAY o G T Country Music Show 2:00-5:00 PM



