Solway Section Lines

Township Election and Annual Meeting

This year's Township Election was noon until 8:00 pm on March 8, 2022 as posted and
published. Mike Parrott and Ron Gajewski were on the ballot running for a 3 year term
Township Supervisor position. Ron held the position for a number of years. 67 Resi-
dents voted with Mike receiving 10 votes and Ron receiving 57 votes. Congratulations
Ron on your re-election!

The annual meeting was convened at 8:30PM. The annual meeting must be held the
second Tuesday of March as prescribed by Minnesota Statutes. After the Pledge of
Allegiance, Kareen Nelson was nominated to be the moderator for the meseting fol-
lowed by a moment of silence to remember Solway residents that died this past year.
We were then able to celebrate Jim Lindquist's nomination as Solway Citizen of the
Year for 2022. During a “cake” break Kareen was orientated to the town business to
be covered during the meeting.

Deputy Pat Olson of the St. Louis County Sheriff's Office, among other things, updated
the residents on changes occurring at the department including the election of a new
sheriff. Ross Litman after many years of service is retiring. Patrol coverage in Solway
was discussed. Because of our proximity to the metropolitan areas response times to
calls are really good. Deputy Olson shared a handout of calls made to our community
last year concluding Solway is a safe place to live.

The use of body cameras is being introduced throughout the department.

Scams continue to plague the community. Don't ever buy gift cards and send them to
anyone promising prizes or money in return. The money you paid for the cards is out of
the Country immediately with no hope of getting it back.

UPS and Fed EX trucks are followed by thieves and when deliveries are made the
thieves grab the packages and take off. A couple of them have been caught but there
are more still operating.

The Department has a “garbage” deputy who tracks down individuals dumping garbage
on road right of ways. He has considerable success in apprehending them.

Ms. Amy Pocrnich, Proctor School Board of Education, announced the hiring of Mr. Ker-
ry Juntunen as the new school superintendent. Kerry was formerly a superintendent for
Hermantown Schools.

Kindergarten roundup is being held at Bay View on 3/11 and Pike Lake on 3/18.

Mask mandates are ended for classrooms and school buses.

The Board is considering going back to one tier bussing next year if Covid continues to
dimmish.

Senior passes are available for admission to athletic events free of charge. They are
not good for play off games. We have some at the township office that you can pick up.

Minutes of the 2021 annual meeting were approved, The report of 2024 Receipts and
Disbursements was read and accepted. Each of the fund reports: road, fire, recycling,
hall, park, and general were reviewed and accepted. The levy summary for 2023:
Roads $115,000 Hall $30,800 Recycling $1,500

Fire $105,900 Park  $13,000 General $98,100

The total proposed budget is $364,300 minus aggregate revenue tax relief of
$78,055. The proposed levy is $286,245. There is no levy increase. The levy has been
the same since 2010. (Continued Page 2)
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Other items of business:

¢ No changes in our hall rental fees and regulations,
cemetery rules and regulations or the posting and
publishing designations.

e Donations of $100 each were approved for Proctor
Chem-Free High School Grad Party, South St. Louis
County Fair and Nite to shine.

e $1,000 approved for Firefighters, Flameties
(including retirees) and Township Personnel Appre-
ciation Dinner.

e  $4,000 approved for National Night Out to be held
August 2nd.

e Broadband funding should be increasing due to
Covid.

e Use of the American Rescue Plan funds was dis-
cussed. More adequate ventilating/air exchange
and air conditioning of the town hall will be explored
as well as more adequate and operable windows.

e Electorate are supportive of a farmers/flea market
held in conjunction with recycling shed hours.

ltems from the floor:

e Re-explore senior care housing so elderly residents
can remain in the community. Maybe this can be
done in conjunction with the township land parcel
located on western Maple Grove Rd.

e Moved/carried to hold the 2023 Elections and An-
nual Meeting Tuesday, March 14, 2023. Polls are
open noon to 8pm. The Annual Meeting begins at
8:30pm.

» The meeting was adjourned at 10:15pm.

Jim Lindquist—Citizen of the Year

At the annual town meeting on March 8th, Jim Lindquist
was named as Solway Township Citizen of the Year for
2022. Jim’s nomination recognizes his ongoing invoive-
ment in and contributions to the Solway community.
Butch Lund’s letter of nomination states Jim Lindguist
has always kept the interest of the township in mind.
Jim helped with the roadside mower and tractor using
his shop and donating labor. He also has donated his
time to help setting up the playground equipment. Jim
was always patrolling the township and keeping an eye
on the roads, making sure they were acceptable for eve-
ryone. Jim donated his time helping at the various ceme-
teries in the community as well. His contributions to the
township have had a large impact on all the residents in
Solway in a personal and business sense.

It is fitting to recognize Jim for his service to the commu-
nity. Congratulations Jim on receiving this award. Your
name has been added to the Citizen of the Year honor
plaque on display in the town hall in addition to your
having received your personal recognition plague. Jim
you are one of 25 individuals who have been honored
with this award since its inception in 1992. Thank you
for your many contributions to our Solway Community.

Local Board of Appeal & Equalization
Meeting April 28th

This year the Local Board of Appeal and Equalization
meeting for Solway Township will once again be held at
Solway Town Hall on Thursday, April 28th 4-5pm. Proper-
ty valuations and classifications determined by the as-
sessor for this year's assessment, which will be the basis
for taxes payable next year, shall be reviewed by the Lo-
cal Board of Appeal & Equalization. The Board shall
make such changes and corrections in valuations and
classifications as it shall deem proper to achieve equali-
zation within the jurisdiction. Property owners may ap-
pear in person, by representative, or send a letter to this
meeting requesting a review of the assessment. The lo-
cal board shall consider the appeal and take appropriate
action.

The law requires that property ownetrs shali first appear
before the local board, after which the owner may appeal
the property valuation or classification to the County
Board of Appeal & Equalization if not satisfied by the
decision of the Local Board of Appeal & Equalization.

Property Tax Refund

To qualify for a Homestead Credit Refund (for Homeown-
ers) and Renter's Property Tax Refund, you must be a full.
or part year resident of Minnesota for the year, and can't
be claimed as a dependent by ancther taxpayer.

Fligibility is also based on your household income and
property taxes paid on your principal residence in Minne-
sota, as outlined below.

RENTERS: You are a Minnesota resident or spent at least
183 days in the state and cannot be claimed as a de-
pendent on someone else’s tax return. Your household
income for 2024. must be less than $64,920 .

HOMEOWNERS: You may be eligible for one or both of
the following refunds if you owned and lived in your home
on Jan 2, 2024 and Jan 2, 2022, For Regular Home-
stead Credit Refund (for Homeowners) 2021 household
income must be less than $119,790.

For Special Homestead Credit Refund (for homeowners)
there is no income limit, but the net property tax on your
homestead property must have increased by more than
12% from 2024 to 2022. The increase must be at least
$100. For more information go to the Minnesota Reve-
nue site: www.revenue.state.mn.us.

Township Road Inspection April 29th
The Town Board will make its annual inspection of Town-
ship roads on Fri. April 29th from 8AM to noon to deter-
mine how much gravel should be applied, condition of
the ditches and drainage, if brushing is needed, culvert
and signage replacement and other repairs.

If you have a special concern on a township road you
may report it to the township office at 729-5134 or call
the office to arrange a meeting with the Board on the
29th.
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Community Club News...

Check out on Facebook:
Solway/Munger Residents
for community news

Flamettes

Being a Solway Flamette is being a part of an extended
family! Some of our former members include Jessie
Hughes, Effie Foucault, Laura McCuskey, Yvonne Puhl,
Millie Warren, and Valeria Witte. Our current members

include Mary Busch, Shirley Nylund, Barb Mattson, Bon- -

nie Siiro, Clare Stromlund, Lori Johnson, Stacy Stuber,
Stacie Oakland, Karen Hildre, Kristi Modich, April Vogel,
and Sharen VanDenHuevel. If some or all of these
names do not pull on your nostalgic heartstrings, you
may not have grown up in Munger. If you did not, we
welcome youl If you did grow up here, then | am sure
you remember Halloween Carnivals, Garden Fairs, Mrs.
Barbie dressing up as Mother Goose, skipping the red
step on the way to the lunchroom because it was “bad
luck,” or have been the lucky recipient of red licorice
from Larry Shefton.

More importantly, if you are originally from here or not, |
am sure you take great pride in our small community.
One of the reasons we can operate as a small commu-
nity is due to the Solway Volunteer Fire Department.
They dedicate time and care to our community and the
Solway Flamettes contribute to them. Our auxiliary has
eight meetings a year, two Bingos and one pancake
breakfast. When Solway township members have a fire,
we donate $50 towards their relief and every year we
donate funds to our S.V.F.D. This year one of our dona-
tions allowed them to buy a washing machine to clean
their equipment without having to use their- personal
washer, which could be hazardous to their health. We
support them, so they can support you: and without
your support, we could not survive! So, consider joining
the Flamettes, | promise our President Lori's jokes are
all out of fun and be sure that Clare will always win the
host gift, because he really is that lucky! If you cannot
join, please support our Bingos and our pancake break-
fast! It is all about having pride of being a part of a
small town in Minnesotal

As of now our pancake breakfast is still on for Sunday,
May 1st 8am to noon. If you would like updates, please
check our Facebook page Solway Flamettes!

Monday Bunch

We will have our craft sale Saturday, April 30th from
9AM—1PM. Lunch and a raffle basket are available. Cali
729-8382 for tables $10 each.

We meet Mondays from 12:30 -4PM at the Solway
townhall. Bring your craft and conversation.

Solway Senior Citizens

Come and join us for our meeting the third Thursday of
each month at the town hall at 1PM. We have a short
meeting, coffee & dessert and maybe bingo or some
other entertainment. We are always looking for new
members. Dues are only $5.00 a year, -

Munger Goodfellowship Club

The club has not been meeting because of Covid. It's
planned as nicer weather gets here and the pandemic
runs its course that members will be able to get togeth-
er once again.

Shirley’s planning on heading up the planting of the
flowers at the townhall once again this spring. For fu-
ture planning call Shirley at 218-729-7066.

Lakehead Harvest Reunion

We meet the first Monday of each month at 7 PM at
the show grounds. We are hoping to have our show on
August 26th, 27th and 28th. All business meetings are
held at the show grounds.

4-H Opportunities

Currently there's no 4-H Club in Solway Township as
former members grew up and out of the program. If
you have a child that would like to be involved in the 4- -
H experience contact the County 4-H program coordi-
nated by Tim Canines at 218-733-2873.

South St. Louis County Fair

Fair dates : Tuesday July 26th is entry day in the Indus-
trial Building, for creative arts. 1PM—7:30PM.
Wednesday July 27th—Sunday July 31st is fair time.
DSM Inflatables will be up and running at 3PM on
Wednesday. Wristbands $10.00 a day, everyday; all
day. A more detailed schedule will be in the next news-
letter or go to proctorduluthfair.com

“Thank you” 1st Responders

We wish to thank our 1st Responders for being there
at times of individual or family emergencies. Under
stressful conditions, having the 1st Responders atrive
providing not only their helpful expertise for dealing
with the crises but also their presence comforts and
reassures the one in distress and their loved ones. It
means a lot to have someone familiar as a friend or
neighbor there to help.

Thanks for being there for us. Your service is deeply
appreciated.

Craft Sale
Saturday April 30th
9am-1pm
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Area State Fire Wardens

To obtain a burning permit please contact one of the
fire wardens listed below:

Dennis Essig-6365 Morris Thomas Road, 240-1966
George Hughes-6995 Morris Thomas Rd, 391-0705
Donald Gimpel -4387 Midway Rd. 729-6269

You may also get a burning permit at the Cloquet Area
DNR Office by calling 879-0880, or online at
www.dnr.mn.us. There is a $5 charge per calendar
year for the online service.

Neighbors Keep Watch

With summer, vacations start. Kids are out of school
and families hit the road for distant horizons. Packing
up for a weekend or several weeks, the promise is for
an enjoyable and refreshing respite from everyday
routine of school and work.

If you're planning on being gone for a period of time,
let your neighbors and friends know your plans and
ask them to keep an eye on your house while you're
gone. They can be aware of strange individuals or
vehicles entering or being around your property. They
can call 914 and report suspicious behavior and the
sheriff can check it out. If you can get a license plate
number without jeopardizing yourself that could be
very helpful as well as the description of the individu-
als or their car. Working together we can keep our
community safe.

Country Music Show

Keith and Sharon QOlson and their entourage of sing-
ers and musicians continue the music show! The Jan-
uary show was cancelled as it fell on New Years Day
and the March show was cancelled due to an ice and
snow storm.

During the coming calendar quarter the show is
scheduled for April 2nd, May 7th and June 4th. The
show starts at 2pm and ends at bpm. Beverages and
snacks are provided.

EE DB R EERBEEREERE
Bill Pelto’s celebration of life is scheduled for June

5th at the town hall. Bill had put the show on 13 years
for our enjoyment. He is greatly missed.

Recycling Notes
Shed hours: Weds 3—6PM; Sats 8AM - 1PM.

When coming to the recycling building check the signs
that indicate in which dumpster to drop your items.
Horst is always available to answer any questions you
may have as well. Also note, WLSSD has contracted
with A-1 Disposal for recycling of plastic film. This
includes plastic grocery and shopping bags, packag-
ing wrappings and film of any kind (bread bags, paper
towel bags, etc), bubble wrap is now accepted. Can
you stretch a thumb through the film easily? Then it
can probably be recycled. Black garbage bags cannot

be recycled. Make sure plastic bags are clean and dry;
remove receipts. The plastic bags are placed in A-1 Dis-
posal orange carts at the recycling building.

Please note the following list of what we can and cannot
accept.

Examples of what we cannot accept: i

Plastic cups, plates, utensils oil/lubricant containers
Clam-shell produce containers  Gift wrapping/tin foil
Styrofoam in any form Dog/cat food bags

Scrap metal Mason jars

Food take home containers

Examples of what we can_accept:

Glass bottles & jars Plastic bottles, tubs, jars
Milk & Laundry jugs Peanut butter jars
Newspaper Cardboard (flatten it)
Yogurt, sour cream tubs Office paper, magazines
Aluminum/tin cans Cereal and pop boxes
Plastic film/bubble wrap Shredded paper must
Shampoo bottles be housed in paper bags
AA, AAA and 9 volt batteries are accepted: Please note the
special container for batteries.

Please rinse all your recyclables before bringing
them to the recycling center.

You Have a Place: Solway Town Hall

Did you know the town hall is available to residents/
property owners of the township for your family events?
The hall is used for weddings, receptions, funerals, lunch-
eons, birthday parties, graduation parties, family reunions,
family rummage sales, craft sales, etc. If you have an up-
coming event and your home is too small or you can't
trust the weather for an outdoor gathering think “town
hall”. Size of events will be determined by Covid re-
strictions at the time.

If you'd like more of an outdoor party remember our mutti-
purpose building is available where the kids are in close
proximity to the playgrounds, basketball courts and fields;
that way if it rains on your party you'll stifl be able to have
a dry place for eating, games, etc. The building is reserved
the same way as the town hall. For Reservations call the
town office at 729-5134.

Culvert permits

Access to private properties off township roads require a
township permit for the installation of property entrance
culverts. Obtaining a permit requires a $100 fee of which
$50 is returned to the property owner after the final in-
spection and the culvert is found to be propetly installed.

An initial inspection of the proposed site for installation of
the culvert is done with the applicant. At the inspection
the length and diameter of the culvert as well as grade
and ditching requirements for the installation are deter-
mined. The applicant can make arrangements for the in-
stallation. After the completion of the installation a final
inspection occurs prior to getting the $50 returned.
Please note our office hours when a permit can be picked
up. The permit can be mailed as well after receiving the
fee.
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Use of Outdoor Facilities

With the promise of Spring we start looking to spend
more free time out of doors. The township continues
to maintain for your use and enjoyment a number of
outdoor recreational facilities. They include our play-
grounds that include handicapped accessible equip-
ment, pavilion, hiking trails, basketball and tennis
court, volleyball court, horseshoe pits, baseball and
soccer fields.

All of the facilities are free of charge and can be used
on a first come first serve basis. Most of them can
accommodate a group or party and still allow for so-
cial distancing. Just bring your personal sports equip-
ment.

As Covid directives allow the baseball and soccer
fields can be scheduled by teams for practices and
games by contacting the town office at 729-5134,
We keep scheduling calendars so all teams have re-
served field times to avoid use conflicts. Groups can
have pick up baseball, softball, basketball, football or
soccer games anytime the fields are free from team
practices or games.

Township personnel keep these facilities well main-
tained for your safety and convenience. Please help
us keep things clean by picking up and using garbage
containers. If you bring a dog to the grounds, please
make sure it doesn’t bother others by keeping it
leashed. Properly wrapped droppings can be put in
garbage containers.

SVFD Annual Report - 2021

Solway Township Volunteer Fire Department Respond-
ed to 146 calls in 2021. These included 102 medi-
cal, 36 fire calls and 8 motor vehicle accidents.

With reduced members on fire departments there is
an increase need to use mutual aid for fires and other
emergency incidents. We currently have 14 members.

We are always looking for new members, so if inter-
ested please contact our Fire Hall and leave a mes-
sage at 218-729-6304.

Cemetery Regulations

With spring we like to remember our deceased loved
ones by visiting and decorating their gravesites. At
Solway Cemetery baskets/flowers are allowed May
1st through September 30th. Solar lighted decora-
tions are allowed year around. Baskets should be of
standard design not weighing more than 30 lbs. The
care and maintenance of the baskets/fiowers are the
responsibility of the owner. Artificial flowers and deco-
rations in moveable containers are also permitted. No
trees, shrubs, plants or flowers are allowed to be
planted at the cemetery.

One above ground monument and one ground level
marker are allowed at each gravesite to help in
maintenance and to create uniformity. Previously in-

stalled accessories are grandfathered in, but new
ones are not allowed. Contact the office for regula-
tions.

Memorial Day Observance

On May 30th, Memorial Day will be cobserved. Our
memorial observance is traditionally held at the Sok
way Cemetery starting at noon. Ceremonies by the
Proctor American Legion consisting of laying of a
wreath at the Veterans Memorial Cross, 21 gun sa-
lute, and playing of taps to honor those who served in
the United States military are followed by a non-
denominational prayer service. All Township resi-
dents and family of the interned are encouraged to
attend.

2021 Bookmobile Schedule

The Arrowhead Library System continues to operate
it's Bookmobile. The Bookmobile comes to Solway
every three weeks on Thursday afternoons at 3:15 PM
to 4:15PM. You're invited to check out books, DVD’s,
tapes, etc. They are due at the time of the next Book-
mobile visit.

The next scheduled dates are April 14, May B, 26,
June 16. Solway’s website has ongoing information.

Farmers and Flea Market

Residents at the Annual meeting expressed interest in
participating in a farmer and flea market. In addition
to vegetables and farm produce, flea market items
could also be sold by vendors. It was considered the
past couple of years but the pandemic hit cancelling
any planning for it.

Suggestions were the market could operate the same
hours as the recycling shed 3-6pm on Wednesdays
and 8-1pm Saturdays. Potential customers may be
coming with recyclables and vendors could receive
additional business. Market hours need not be con-
fined to these hours and some other times may prove
to be better. The South West corner of the paved
parking lot would be in proximity to the recycling build-
ing and still not block traffic through the lot. Sighs
could be put out on Munger Shaw Rd. and Hwy #2.
Some asked about seller fees. The Board feels ven-
dors can operate similar to families bringing products
to a craft or rummage sale without fees.

If you have questions call the office. Otherwise just

plan on moving ahead with your sale. The number of
vendors is not limited. This is a work in progress and
changes may need to be made as we move forward.

FLAMETTES/SVFD PANCAKE
BREAKFAST
Sunday, May 1st
8am to noon
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Township Events Calendar

LY o 1 USRS Country Music Show 2-5pm
APIH A2 et Town Board Meeting 6:30pm
N ] Bookmobile 3:15pm
April 28 Local Board of Appeal and Equalization 4pm-5:pm
AP 29 s Road Inspection 8:00 to 12:00pm
April 30 e Monday Bunch Craft Sale 9:00am to 1:00pm
May L.venee Flamettes/SVFD Pancake Breakfast 8:00am—12:00pm
MY Breerrercermereranrasserseeraser e senanasnsennn e s snessnnsessnne Bookmobile 3:15pm
Y Country Music Show 2-5pm
Y K Town Board Meeting 6:30pm
MY 26 .o re e aesr e e e nre s e Bookmobile 3:15pm
May 30 ..o Memorial Day Observance-Cemetery at noon
JUNE At s Country Music Show 2-5pm
JUNE L s s e Town Board Meeting 6:30pm
01 = 00 1 Bookmobile 3:15pm



