
listed on the post card for further dis-
cussion.  Additionally, you were encour-
aged to bring up other topics of con-
cern.  We appreciate your suggestions 
for desired courses of action. 
 
Information and recommendations 
obtained through the survey and from 
the information meeting will be re-
viewed by the CLUP Committee for use 
in updating the plan.  The plan will be a 
tool to guide the township’s land use 
for the next decade.   
 
Thanks to the committee members 
who have donated their time and tal-
ents in this effort:  Leon Forstrom, Ron 
Gajewski, Tom Jacobson, Jim Johnson, 
Barb Kunelius, Ron Kunelius, Chris 
Langenbrunner, Jason Lenz, Nicole 
Lenz, Ed Lieste, Butch Lund, Olive Ro-
galla, Cookie Saline, Frank Siiro, Clare 
Stromlund, Cindy Welsh, Scott Welsh. 

As stated in the July newsletter, the Town 
of Solway is updating it’s comprehensive 
land use plan which we last updated ten 
years ago.  The plan has provided guid-
ance on planning and zoning, proposed 
developments and community invest-
ments. 
 
A crucial part of the update is getting 
input from the residents and property 
owners of the township.  A survey was 
sent to your homes asking for your views, 
opinions and recommendations to be 
considered in the future plan.  Findings 
from the survey were compiled for fur-
ther discussion at our informational 
meeting.  We thank all who filled out and 
returned these surveys. 
 
A post card was sent to all residents and 
property owners to invite you to the infor-
mation meeting held Sept. 28.  Some 
issues brought out in the survey were 
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INS IDE THIS ISSUE:  

Firefighters Recognition Dinner 

During Fire Prevention Month in October, the Township Board will host a recogni-
tion dinner for our Firefighters and their spouse/special friend on a mutually con-
venient evening.  Township residents hear the siren’s and see the flashing lights as 
our firefighters/1st responders respond to a fire, accident or home emergency.  
What we don’t always realize is what is seen is but the “tip of the iceberg” when it 
comes to being a volunteer firefighter/1st responder. 
 
When you volunteer to serve the community in these capacities you not only re-
spond to “calls” but put in hours weekly for maintenance of equipment, planning/
business meetings and training to acquire needed skills and to maintain certifica-
tions.  Putting in these hours over and above what’s needed on a job to pay the 
bills demands a commitment of not only the firefighters but his/her family as well.  
In the hustle and bustle of our lives it takes a real ability to balance the needs of 
our families and still volunteer in such a demanding capacity.Often not understood 
are the anxieties of family members who wait at home to hear from their loved one 
who many times are in “harms way” in the performance of their duty.  When fire-
fighters take the oath to “uphold and fulfill”, they take on a very demanding respon-
sibility.  To each of them and their families we are most grateful! 



SOLWAY SECTION L INES P AGE 2  

The Flamettes 
Solway Township is home to a group that call them-
selves the Flamettes.  Flamettes is short for the Sol-
way Township Volunteer Fire Department Auxiliary.  
The Flamettes have been active in the Solway commu-
nity since October 26, 1964 when it was founded. 
 
The defined purpose of the Auxiliary as stated in its 
constitution and by-laws is “to raise money for equip-
ment for the fire department, to bring coffee and 
lunch for the firemen if there is a bad fire, and to help 
with small children if there is a house fire.”  Over the 
years many Solway residents served their community 
through involvement in the Flamettes as their per-
sonal and family circumstances permitted. 
 
Since its inception the Auxiliary has raised around 
$47,121 for the department through various types of 
fund raisers including grocery raffles, bingo, sale of 
refreshments, dances, sale of first aid kits, pancake 
breakfasts, etc.  These monies have purchased innu-
merable types of equipment for the fire department.  
 
The auxiliary meets the first Monday of each month at 
7:00 pm at the Solway Town Hall.  They have elected 
officers: president, vice-president, secretary and treas-
urer.  Elections are held in June of each year.  Mem-
bership dues are $2.00 per year.  
 
Membership is open to all adults who live in the town-
ship.  If you have some extra time and would like to be 
involved in such a way as to make a difference in your 
community, this is the group to join.  Needless to say, 
while involved in activities that benefit many, mem-
bers also enjoy the camaraderie and good fellowship 
that comes from working and playing together.   If 
you’d like to join call the town office and we’ll get your 
name to a current member.  If you know someone 
who is a member let them know you’d like to join. We 
encourage all residents to help the Flamettes through 
participation in their fund raisers.   
 
Thanks so much for your ongoing help and involve-
ment in our community.  It’s a better place to live be-
cause of it.  
 

Household Hazardous Materials Col-
lection Day Report 
On July 21, Western Lake Superior Sanitary District 
held a collection for household hazardous materials at 
the township.  Approximately 40 families made use of 
the opportunity to get rid of their accumulated hazard-
ous waste.  The following were collected:  110 gal. 
latex paint, 5 lbs. base, 30 gal. of flammable liquids, 
50 gal. oil paint, 15 gal. antifreeze, 210 fluorescent 

bulbs, 5 lbs. mercury, 150 lb. aerosols, 5 lbs. acid, 10 
gals of sewerable liquids, 120 lbs. adhesives/tars, 20 
lbs. of rechargeable batteries. 
 
Thanks to all who brought in these items.  Hopefully we 
can participate in this program again in the future. 
 

Halloween Carnival Friday, Oct. 29 
It’s rumored that ghosts and goblins will be haunting the 
town site again this fall.  While I’m not sure about that, I 
can guarantee an evening of fun, games and treats at 
the Solway Halloween Carnival to be held Friday, Octo-
ber 29 from 6:00 to 9:00 pm.  Skill games challenge 
the young while less venturesome activities such as the 
cake walk and bingo entertain the young at heart. 
 
Youngsters have a chance to show their costumes by 
taking part in the costume parade.  Purchasing a 
chance may bring home a prize.  Don’t worry about sup-
per as there is plenty of food at reasonable prices.  All 
games are family priced.  Bring the whole family; travel 
the pavilion “haunted maze” and have a . . . .SCARE? 
 

SVFD Thanksgiving Bingo 
The SVFD firefighters Thanksgiving Bingo will be held 
Sat., Nov. 20 at 7:00 pm.  The Flamettes will be selling 
refreshments during the evening.  Come and enjoy the 
entertainment while supporting your firefighters. 

Skating Fun 
Plans are made for getting our skating rink flooded and 
the ice readied for another winter of skating fun as soon 
as the weather permits.  The last couple years we’ve 
had thaws which prevented the rink from being open 
prior to the new year.  We really try to have ice laid for 
school holiday breaks.  When the rink is opened it will 
be posted on the township sign.  Feel free to use the 
rink anytime at your family’s convenience.  The rink is 
lighted from dusk to 10:00 pm everyday. 
 
For your comfort the warming house will be open on 
Saturdays and Sundays from 1:00 pm to 6:00 pm.  Dur-
ing this time a township staff member will be available 
to sell hot chocolate and assorted goodies.  Staff will be 
manning the counter and not be in a position to provide 
supervision on the rink so it’s important if your children 
are of an age needing supervision that you or another 
adult will be present.  Needless to say if we have bad 
weather on the weekend the warming house will be 
closed, as skaters won’t be expected to be out.  Enjoy! 
 
 

VOTE November 2 
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Community Club News… 
Flamettes 
We have begun another year of raising money for the 
Fire Department.  We meet the first Monday each 
month at 7:00 pm in the Town Hall.  Come join us!  The 
Halloween dance will be Oct. 30.  Doors open at 7:00 
pm and music will be from 8 to midnight.  Tickets are 
$7 pre-sale and $10 at the door.  Costume prizes, draw-
ings, and setups available.  BYOB.  This is our first fund-
raiser.  We will be selling grocery raffles, gift raffles, and 
food at the firemen’s bingo on November 20. 

Monday Group 
We have a craft and rummage sale on October 2 from 9 
to 1 and the Good Fellowship Club serves a lunch and 
bars.  We meet every Monday at 12:30 to 4:00 pm.  
Potluck, we bring our crafts, crocheting and knitting and 
conversation.  Share ideas and talents. 

Munger Goodfellowship Club 
We had no regular meetings the past 3 months.  Mostly 
fun!  We had a picnic outdoors at the hall, potluck, 
bingo and made plans for the upcoming , months.  We 
enjoyed lunch and conversation at the Proctor Black-
woods in August and met with Maple Grove Homemak-
ers at the Hall in September for lunch, conversation and 
bingo.  A very nice day and had a good time visiting with 
them. 
 
In October we will be serving lunch at the Craft Sale Oct. 
2 and attending the Holiday Fest for Area Homemakers 
Clubs at our Hall. 
 
In November we have our annual Fall Auction at our 
meeting to raise money for our projects – donating to 
WDSE, geraniums for the Hall and cards to Seniors at 
Christmas.  We hope you enjoyed the beautiful gerani-
ums this year and we want to thank the guys who wa-
tered them for us. 
 
Have a good fall and best wishes for the upcoming Holi-
day Season. 

Solway Senior Citizens  
We had our annual picnic catered by Hope Ladies Aid in 
July and a presentation about “Windchill” the horse in 
August.  They brought out a 10 year old Little Horse to 
visit us and pet it.  Very interesting.  In September we 
had election of officers and bingo.  We will have a 
speaker in October. 
 
We usually have a catered meal again for Christmas, 
send out cookies for Seniors and send some cards also 
in December.  Have a Happy Healthy Holiday Season. 

Fair Board 
The So. St. Louis Co. Fair Board will hold their annual 
dinner and meeting Tuesday, Oct. 19.  Dinner at 6:30 
pm, meeting at 7:30 pm.  Election for 3 directors, for 3 
year terms. 

4-H News 
The Maple Grove 4-H wishes to thank the Quilt Judges 
from the South St. Louis Co. Fair for their donation to 
the Club to be used for club entertainment.  The Club 
enjoyed a day of bowling and lunch.  The Club has 
never spent money on their own fun. 
 
The Club is planning their Family Night for Monday, 
October 11 at 6:00 pm at the Solway Town Hall.  Mem-
bers will display the results of their projects and their 
ribbons and trophies from the Fair. 

Lakehead Harvest Reunion 
Meetings are the first Monday of each month at 7:30 
pm in Solway Town Hall basement.  No meetings in 
December and January.  Annual meeting and pot luck 
supper will be in February the third Saturday which is 
February 19, 2011. 

Cemetery Reminder 

Township Cemetery regulations require that all flowers 
and plants allowed in our cemetery must be removed 
by Sept. 30.  Beginning Oct. 10, township personnel 
will remove all flowers and plants from the individual 
grave sites and assemble them inside the cemetery 
fence north of the Van Gassler Road entrance where 
they will stay until Oct. 25.  Oct. 25 all unclaimed flower 
pots, holders, etc. will be disposed of by township per-
sonnel.  Please claim all items by Oct. 25. 

VOTE NOVEMBER 2 

Polls open 7:00 am to 8:00 pm 

If you are not registered you may reg-
ister on election day.  Bring a current 
picture ID along with a current utility 
bill with your township address.  Any 

questions call the town office —  

729-5134 
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October 2010 Fire Department 
Newsletter Information 

 
Are there smoke alarms installed in all your home’s 
bedrooms?  If the answer is “NO”, then your home 
doesn’t meet the current requirements for smoke 
alarm installation.  The National Fire Protection Asso-
ciation (NFPA) requires smoke alarms in every bed-
room, outside all sleeping areas, and on every level of 
the home, including the basement. 
 
Smoke alarms can mean the difference between life 
and death in a fire.  According to the NFPA, working 
smoke alarms cut the chance of dying in a fire in half.  
Meanwhile, roughly two-thirds of all home fire deaths 
result from fires in homes with no smoke alarms or no 
working smoke alarms. 
 
There are two different types of smoke alarms:  ioniza-
tion and photoelectric.  An ionization alarm is typically 
more responsive to a flaming fire, such as a kitchen 
pan fire.  A photoelectric alarm is typically more re-
sponsive to a smoldering fire, such as what might oc-
cur where a lighted cigarette is dropped on a sofa.  
Combination smoke alarms have both ionization and 
photoelectric capabilities.  In accordance with NFPA, 
your fire department recommends installing either 
combination alarms, or both types of alarms, in bed-
rooms, as well as throughout the home. 
 
Interconnected smoke alarms offer the best protec-
tion; when one alarm sounds, they all do.  A licensed 
electrician can install either hard-wired multiple-
station alarms, or wireless alarms.  This is particularly 
important in larger or multiple-story homes, where the 
sound from distant smoke alarms may be reduced to 
the point that it may not be loud enough to provide 
proper warning. 
 
Smoke alarms detect and alert people to fire in its 
early stages, giving people the needed time to escape 
safely.  This is way it’s so important for every home to 
have them in all required locations, including bed-
rooms. 
 
Your fire department offers the following tips for mak-
ing sure the smoke alarms in your home are main-
tained and working properly: 
 

 Install smoke alarms in every bedroom, outside 
each sleeping area, and on every level of the home. 

 Test smoke alarms at least once per month using 
the test button, and make sure everyone in your home 
knows their sound. 

 If an alarm “chirps”, warning the battery is low, re-
place the battery right away. 
Replace all smoke alarms, including alarms that use 10-
year batteries and hard-wired alarms, when they’re 10 
years old (or sooner) if they do not respond properly 
when tested. 
 
If anybody has questions and/or concerns about the 
updated smoke alarm requirements you may contact 
any member of the fire department or call the fire hall at 
729-6304.  You may also visit the NFPA’s website at 
www.nfpa.org/smokealarms for more information. 
 
With the summer ending and the start of heating sea-
son I would like to remind our residents about smoke 
alarms and carbon monoxide alarm requirements and 
recommendations.  The above information concerning 
smoke alarms was obtained from the National Fire Pro-
tection Association.  Next month, we will inform our resi-
dents about carbon monoxide alarms and their require-
ments. 
 
The fire department has been very busy this past sum-
mer training on the new hydraulic tools we received with 
our FEMA grant monies.  We are also in the process of 
purchasing the remaining rescue equipment also 
awarded in the grant.  This equipment includes rescue 
stabilization struts, cribbing, portable lighting unit, and 
other miscellaneous equipment.  With the award of this 
grant we have been able to purchase approximately 
$45,000 worth of equipment with a cost to the town-
ship of approximately $2,500.  Our new 3,000 gallon 
water tanker has also been ordered and will be deliv-
ered sometime in mid-January.  Approximately 95% of 
the cost of the new tanker will come from FEMA grant 
monies.  We were also recently awarded a 50/50 
matching grant from the MN Department of Natural Re-
sources to purchase new hose.  This grant will pay 50% 
of the cost of our new hose.  The award of these grants 
has allowed our department to continue to update 
equipment to improve our department capabilities and 
increase the safety of responders and the public at 
emergency scenes. 
 
We again would like to thank the township and resi-
dents for all the continued support of our members and 
the department as a whole.  Lastly, we would like to let 
everyone know we are still looking to increase our mem-
bership.  If you are 18 years of age or older, like helping 
other people, and serving your community please stop 
by the fire hall on a Thursday night or call the fire hall at 
729-6304.  Please leave a message on the answering 
machine with your name and phone number if nobody is 
at the fire hall when you call. 
 

http://www.nfpa.org/smokealarms�
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Oct. 2 ................................................................................... Monday Group Sale 

Oct. 9 ............................................... Country Music Show and Potluck 500 pm 

Oct. 12 ............................................................... Town Board Meeting 6:30 pm 

Oct. 14 .............................................................................. Bookmobile 3:00 pm 

Oct. 29 ................................................................. Halloween Carnival 6:00 pm 

Oct. 30 ...................................................Flamettes Halloween Dance 8:00 pm 

Nov. 2 ........................................................... Election Day 7:00 am to 8:00 pm 

Nov. 4 ................................................................................ Bookmobile 3:00 pm 

Nov. 9 ................................................................. Town Board Meeting 6:30 pm 

Nov. 13 .......................................... Country Music Show and Potluck 5:00 pm 

Nov. 20 ............................................................................... VFD Bingo 7:00 pm 

Dec. 11 .......................................... Country Music Show and Potluck 5:00 pm 

Dec. 15 .............................................................. Town Board Meeting 6:30 pm 

Dec. 16 ............................................................................. Bookmobile 3:00 pm 

 

We wish you a safe and happy holiday season! 
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