FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Arrowhead Library System Bookmobile Services Suspended, New Library Card Application Available Online for Patrons in Seven-County Area

Mountain Iron, MN, March 17, 2020 ─ The Arrowhead Library System (ALS) has suspended its Bookmobile service indefinitely, according to Executive Director Jim Weikum. The ALS Bookmobile has over 60 stops across Saint Louis, Carlton, Itasca, and Koochiching counties. The service is being suspended due to health and safety concerns for both the public and the staff stemming from the COVID-19 pandemic. Weikum states that "the Bookmobile is a relatively confined space where we simply cannot comply with social distancing recommendations necessary to protect our staff and our loyal users." 

While no date has been established for resuming the service, the suspension will be re-evaluated within 6 weeks. Materials borrowed from the Bookmobile will be automatically renewed until the Bookmobile is back on the road. ALS would like to remind library users that many residents of the ALS service area (the counties of Carlton, Cook, Itasca, Lake, Lake of the Woods, and Saint Louis) are eligible to use the Mail-A-Book service offered by ALS. Check out the ALS website for more information:  https://www.alslib.info/services/mail-a-book/

If you currently have library books and materials checked out from other public libraries in the area, please feel free to return them to any public library book drop in the seven-county area.  Interlibrary loan sharing between libraries across the state has been suspended as of March 17, so if you have items that have been requested, please contact your local public library for more information. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]While most area public libraries are closing due to health and safety concerns, ALS has encouraged libraries that offer free public Wi-Fi access to keep that service turned on and available outside of closed buildings.  The ALS Headquarters facility in Mountain Iron will have free Wi-Fi service available outside of the building as well.

Get Your Arrowhead Library System Public Library Card Today!
Need an ALS Public Library Card and you live in the ALS seven-county service area?  Feel free to apply online today by visiting https://www.alslib.info/services/how-do-i-get-a-library-card/ or https://bit.ly/2Uefgv9!  With your ALS Public Library Card, you are able to access many of the free digital resources available 24/7 online and can use it to check out books, DVDs, audiobooks, and more at any of our 27 member public libraries in the region once the majority of services have been restored.  New ALS Public Library Cards will be sent via mail to the mailing addresses listed in the applications.  If you include your email address, your library card number will be emailed to you as well.  If you know you have a library card but can’t find it?  Feel free to give us a call at 218-741-3840 and we can help get your library card renewed or issue you a new library card for free.




Free Arrowhead Library System Digital Resources for You!
As schools across Minnesota close, Arrowhead Library System wants you to know about the FREE digital resources available to you 24/7 without leaving the comfort and safety of your home, including ebooks, audiobooks, digital magazines, and more!  These resources include:

· Brainfuse – HelpNow, offering one-on-one homework help, skills building, writing lab, subject testing, and language support
· Brainfuse – JobNow, offering live interactive online help combined with online resources to guide users through the necessary tasks to get a job
· MackinVIA PreK-Grade 12 School eBook Collection, offering over 2,000 titles available for downloading, content selected for school-age youth
· OverDrive/Libby App, offering eBooks and Audiobooks that can be downloaded onto devices for quick reading and listening
· Novelist, a Readers’ Advisory database
· Chilton, an auto repair database
· RBDigital, a collection of downloadable full-color, interactive digital magazines
· To see the full list of databases available to you, please visit the ALS Research Databases page to get started:  http://www.alslib.info/services/research-databases/ 
 
There are also many great resources that are available to ALL Minnesota residents for free thanks to Minitex, an information and resource sharing program of the Minnesota Office of Higher Education and the University of Minnesota Libraries:

· EBooks Minnesota:  online ebook collection that covers a wide variety of subjects for readers of all ages, and features content from our state's independent publishers, including some of our best literature and nonfiction. https://ebooksmn.org 
· eLibraryMN/Electronic Library for Minnesota (ELM):  Search ELM for magazine, newspaper, and journal articles, eBooks, and information from reference sources—available to Minnesota residents at no charge!  https://elibrarymn.org
· Minnesota Reflections:  Search Minnesota Reflections to find photos, documents, and maps related to Minnesota history.  https://reflections.mndigital.org/  
· MN Writes MN Reads: Design and export your own ebook, share your ebook with readers across the state, and discover new, local, and rising star authors! www.mnwritesmnreads.org 
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