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The Solway Town Board Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chairperson Ron Gajewski, 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Also present were Supervisor Scott Welsh, Supervisor 
Clare Stromlund, Deputy Clerk Amy Johnson, Treasurer Cindy Moe, and 6 concerned citizens.          
  
MOTION by Welsh, seconded by Stromlund and carried unanimously to approve the minutes 
from the Town Board Meeting of July 13, 2021 as presented.  
 
MOTION by Welsh, seconded by Stromlund and carried unanimously to accept the Treasurer’s 
report dated July 31, 2021. 
 

 
 
 
  
 

INCOMING CORRESPONDENCE: 
7/29 Western Lake Superior Sanitary District – Notice of the 2022 budget and notice of Capital 
Budget and Solid Waste Management fee public hearings. This is informational.  
7/20 Ed Carter – Email from Ed Carter asking if he can write an article for people with disabilities 
who would like to run for office. Supervisor Welsh thinks that this is a public service. Chairperson 
Gajewski suggested that the Board notify Mr. Carter that if he would write the article the Board 
would review it and decide if and how to distribute the article.   
8/02 Trina Storck – Email that the township was copied that was sent to Mr. Donald Rigney 
who is a senior planner at St. Louis County. This email was intended to inform everyone of 
zoning violations that are adjacent to Ms. Storck’s property. Not having its own zoning, the Town 
Board is not able to do anything about this issue, but the property is zoned for one camper. 
Chairperson Gajewski had asked Clerk Marquardt to share County Commissioner Keith Musolf’s 
contact information with Ms. Storck with hopes that he will be able to help. Clerk Marquardt was 
not present, so it was unsure if she had shared this information yet. Chairperson Gajewski 
suggested getting Ms. Storck in touch with the County Board.   
7/19 James Lindquist – 2nd quarter aggregate tax reporting form and payment.    
7/19 Northland Constructors of Duluth, inc. – 2nd quarter aggregate tax reporting form and 
payment.   
7/19 Sathers – 2nd quarter aggregate tax reporting form and payment.     
7/20 Coon’s Aggregate Supply co. – 2nd quarter aggregate tax reporting form and payment.  
8/02 DeCaigny Excavating, Inc. – 2nd quarter aggregate tax reporting form. 
8/12 Pit 56, inc. – 2nd quarter aggregate tax reporting form and payment.   
8/16 Shelton Excavating – 2nd quarter aggregate tax reporting form and payment.   

Checking:18457-18495    
Beginning Balance $210,748.48  
Receipts $166,624.69  
Disbursements $-20,351.17  

Ending Balance $357,022.00 357,022.00 
   
Money Market   
Beginning Balance $ 109,293.32  
Interest/Deposits $18.26  
Withdrawals $0.00  

Ending Balance $109,311.58 $109,311.58 
   
Total Accounts  $466,333.58 
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All of the 2nd quarter aggregate tax reporting forms have been turned in.  
OUTGOING COORESPONDENCE 
7/14, 7/21, 7/28, 8/4, 8/11  WLSSD – Recycling tracking forms. 
7/13 Mediacom – Franchise agreement for internet services in the township. 
 
OUTSTANDING BILLS: a)  Treasurer Moe has one additional bill not listed on the Outstanding 
Bills List: 

● Twin Ports Septic Pump and Repair in the amount of $1,400. Chairperson Gajewski noted 
it looked like someone had removed the tank covers from the septic system as the bolts 
were missing. Larry Shelton inspected the system as the alarm went off and had Twin 
Ports Septic and Repair come out to pump it out and noted that there was a failing pump. 
They replaced the failing pump with a new one.  

   
Chairperson Gajewski noted that Jake’s Companies had supplied an invoice that stated they 
had done “mowing”, this should be under brushing instead.    
 
MOTION by Welsh, seconded by Stromlund and carried unanimously to pay all bills as listed on 
the Outstanding Bills List and the additional bill presented by the Town Treasurer for a total 
amount of $26,241.84. 
  
CITIZEN REQUESTS/CONCERNS:  a) Nothing to Report 
 
ROAD: a) Clerk Marquardt had contacted Vic Lund at St. Louis County requesting that they fill 
some potholes on the Jeffrey Rd. Chairperson Gajewski noted that some of the potholes have 
been filled. Chairperson Gajewski also noted that he saw the work that Sathers had done and 
that a thank you note was sent to them.  
b) Sinnott has removed the area of the parking lot near the basketball court that collects water 
along with several rocks from inside of the basketball court. Due to the rain, there was too much 
water in the holes for them to be filled. Chairperson Gajewski noted that when they removed the 
blacktop there were no cones to warn people that the blacktop was missing. Chairperson 
Gajewski had temporarily placed the garbage cans around the large hole in the parking lot and 
notified Sinnott of the issue. Sinnott came right away to put cones out.   
c) Bob Rodda has ordered 2 culverts from Carlson Concrete to replace the culvert on the Jeffrey 
Rd. that was damaged by the snowplow and the culvert on the Van Gassler Rd. If the culvert 
that comes from the Jeffrey Rd. is not in good enough shape to use on the Van Gassler Rd., 
then they will use the new one. If the Jeffrey Rd. culvert is in good shape, then Mr. Rodda will 
return the second culvert. Mr. Rodda also requested to do some ditching while he is replacing 
culverts. This would be an additional $500 charge. The board agrees that the ditching should be 
done at the same time. Chairperson Gajewski noted that due to a lack of rain there has not been 
very much grading done.  
d) There is a beaver dam on the Van Gassler Rd. at the west end of the culvert where the 
tributary of the White Pine River runs. The Minnesota DNR and the fishery departments are 
aware of the dam and have gone out to take pictures. Chairperson Gajewski stated that he has 
not heard anything further on the dam. So far there have been no problems.   
e) Grading has slowed down quite a bit due to the dry weather.  
f) Butch Lund has completed the hedge trimming at the old Munger school field as well as the 
roadside mowing on all roads.  
g) Brushing has been completed by Jake’s companies. During the brushing, there were some 
old telephone lines on the Jerry rd. that got tangled into the machine. Clerk Marquardt contacted 
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Centurylink who had removed the wires. Chairperson Gajewski did not see anymore wires in the 
ditch when he checked further. 
h) There were a few trees that came down during storms due to wind. Butch Lund and Leon 
Forstrom have taken care of them.  
i) The stop sign on the corner of the N. Sandberg Rd. coming off Jerry Rd. facing north had 
broken off the rusted out base post. There was a new post in the garage. Leon Forstrom and 
Butch Lund were able to use the new post to reinstall the stop sign.  
 
FIRE: a) Chief Priolo provided a department report that stated there has been a total of 95 calls: 
22 fire, 68 medical, and 5 vehicle accidents. All calls were mutual aid. 
b) The airline piping in the Fire Hall has not been completed. They are waiting on materials so 
they can complete the job at one time.   
c) The Fire Department had received 3 new applicant inquiries at the car show on August 14th. 
They will be meeting with the applicants to have interviews and agility test on Thursday. All the 
interested applicants were women. It was noted that this will bring department numbers up as 
well as bring a gender balance to the department.    
d) Chief Priolo has not received a quote for the painting of the inside of the fire hall yet.  
e) The Board thanked the Department for everything they provided during the National Night 
Out. The Life Flight brought forth a lot of interest from those who got to see it. The ice cream 
cups worked out great as well.  
f) Chief Priolo advised that the State Fire Marshall has requested help with the forest fire in 
Greenwood area of the Superior National Forest. The Fire Department will provide one truck 
and four members to go help with this fire on Saturday. The fire grew from 200 acres to 1500 
acres in twenty-four hours and is now up to 2000 acres. They will be taking tanker #1 so that 
four members can fit in the crew cab.  
g) The grass rig (#4) needed a new light bar as the colors were beginning to fade. MOTION by 
Welsh, seconded by Stromlund and carried to pay for the new light bar for #4 at $1,400. Chief 
Priolo noted that they charged $300 for installation that is not included in that bill. Chairperson 
Gajewski made an amendment to the Motion to raise the amount from $1,400 to $1,700 for the 
light bar for engine #4 that was seconded by Welsh and carried.  
 
RECYCLING: a) Nothing to report.  
 
HALL:  a) The sewer issues were covered under outstanding bills.  
b) There were a few suggestions at the town board meeting and at the annual meeting of the 
possibility to use American Rescue Plan funds toward putting in new windows and more air 
exchange/conditioning at the hall. Chairperson Gajewski noted that the township will need to 
look more on the side of an air exchanger instead of air conditioning and suggested getting an 
estimate from Morins window and siding for the windows. Leon Forstrom suggested that the 
Board get an energy audit at the town hall as well to look at if more insulation would need to be 
put in as well. Minnesota Power and Aire Serv can do the energy audit. Mr. Forstrom stated that 
both companies would do it for free and that Aire Serv would do the audit along with installation 
as well. Butch Lund suggested swapping the lights in the town hall out for LED bulbs to save on 
energy as well. This would most likely be looked at during the energy audit. MOTION by 
Gajewski, seconded by Welsh and carried to have Minnesota Power and Aire Serv to perform 
an energy audit at the town hall.   
c) The Country Music Show has started again for the first time since Covid-19 hit. The new hours 
are 2-5 and there are new people, Keith and Sharon Olson, running the show. Supervisor 
Stromlund and Chairperson Gajewski both thought that there was a good turnout at the show.  
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d)    Jean Blaine had sent in a $100 donation for the use of the hall in past years for the 
Munger class of 1948. A resolution was needed to accept this donation. MOTION by Gajewski, 
Seconded by Welsh and carried to accept the funds through resolution 2021-5.  
 
 
 
 

Solway Township Resolution 2021-5 
St. Louis County Minnesota 

Resolution accepting donations 
 

WHEREAS, The Town of Solway is authorized to accept and maintain donations of real and 
personal property pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 465.03 for the benefit of its citizens; 
and,  
 
WHEREAS, The Munger Class of 1948 has offered to contribute the donation of $100.00; and, 
 
WHEREAS, There are no terms or conditions for the donation; and,  
 
WHEREAS, All such donations have been contributed to the Township for the benefit of its 
citizens, as allowed by law; and,  
 
WHEREAS, The Township Board finds that it is appropriate to accept the donation offered.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, The Town Board of Solway Township, St. Louis 
County, Minnesota as follows:  
 
The donation described above is accepted and shall be used as allowed by law.  
 
Chairperson Gajewski moved the adoption of the resolution, seconded by Supervisor Welsh 
and it was declared adopted on the 27th day of August 2021 upon the following votes: Yeas – 
Ronald Gajewski, Scott Welsh, Clare Stromlund. Nays – none.  
 
PARK: a) The John Deere has not been starting. Greg Bottila has been working on the issue 
and it should be back up and running again soon.  
Chairperson Gajewski completed the monthly Township Properties Safety Inspection Report and 
stated that there are no safety issues with the park.  
b) Pete Hildre has finished painting the basketball backboard and supports. Treasurer Moe will 
write a check for the remaining $600 that is owed for the work.  
c) There are 7 holes in the basketball court currently due to rock removal. Sinnott will patch 
these holes when they come to fill the hole in the parking lot.  
d) Chairperson Gajewski reported that the soccer fields have been busy. AYSA has put up a 
new online system for coaches to schedule practices that is working out very well and eliminates 
the need for the clerk to schedule practices and games.  
e) The Board thanked Leon Forstrom and Butch Lund for all their work prepping for the National 
Night Out. The township has received a lot of compliments on how the grounds and facilities 
look.  
 
CEMETERY:  a) There were 2 burials in July.   
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b) Chairperson Gajewski met with Chris Grussendorf regarding the dead tree at the cemetery. 
Grussendorfs broke off the dead tree and stated that with the heat it is too hot to replace it now. 
They will replace the tree in the fall with a different kind of maple tree that has better endurance.  
c) Leon Forstrom noted that there are several stones at the cemetery that are tipping over and 
need to be straightened out.  
 
COMMITTEES:  a) Chairperson Gajewski took stock of what food supplies were remaining after 
the National Night Out so the information can be used next year. He noted that he thought that 
the Covid-19 precautions went well and there were over 120 people that signed in at the event 
for door prizes. This did not include children. Butch Hansen’s train rides went well.  
   
OLD BUSINESS:  a) Treasurer Moe has not heard from Steve Lacari regarding the aggregate 
audit.   
b) All of the second quarter aggregate tax reporting forms have been returned.  
c) Mediacom is currently installing broadband on the Solway Rd. going down W. Arrowhead and 
Rose Rd.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: a) Minnesota Association of Townships District Meetings will take place on 
August 26th at 6:30. The meeting will be virtual.  
b) Couri and Ruppe will be having their legal seminar on Oct. 16th in Cotton from 9-4. They 
hold this legal seminar in 5 different locations. MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Welsh and 
carried to reimburse any transportation costs for anyone who wants to attend the seminar in 
Cotton.  
c) Treasurer Moe advised the Board that she needs a new computer. The computer that she 
has now will not allow her to transfer her files to the clerk and has difficulty turning on at times 
as well. Treasurer Moe has found the computer that she would like to purchase. MOTION by 
Welsh, seconded by Gajewski and carried to approve up to $1,000 for Treasurer Moe to 
purchase a new computer.     
 
MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Welsh and carried unanimously to adjourn tonight’s meeting 
with the signing of checks. The meeting adjourned at 7:45PM. 
 

 
 

  


