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Chairperson Scott Welsh called the Regular Solway Town Board Meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Solway Town Hall, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  Also present were Supervisors 
Ron Gajewski and Clare R. Stromlund, Clerk Regena Merritt, Treasurer Cindy Moe, and six 
concerned citizens.   
 
MOTION made by Stromlund, seconded by Gajewski and carried unanimously to approve the 
minutes as written and distributed from the May 14, 2013 and the May 22, 2013 Town Board 
Meetings.    
 
MOTION made by Gajewski, seconded by Stromlund and carried unanimously to accept the 
following Treasurer’s report dated May 31, 2013. 
 

 
INCOMING CORRESPONDENCE: 
5/17 St. Louis Cnty Public Works - Dust control information.  No board action. The board has 
scheduled dust control application for Township roads using the services of Jake Demenge.  
5/29 St. Louis County Planning - Public Hearing notice RE: zoning maps.  No board action 
5/29 St. Louis Planning - Public Hearing notice RE: Ordinance 60. No board action.  
6/1   Admin MN State Demographer - Population and household estimates.  Township is not 
allowed to release the estimates to the public until July 15, 2013. 
6/3  St. Louis County Auditor Office - Parcels returned to forfeited status due to defaulted Land 
Department contract.  No board action. 
6/3  MN Assoc of Townships Agency – Insurance endorsement for the fire truck purchased.  
No board action.  
6/11 Mid-States Truck Service - Truck Title for the 2005 International 4300 truck chassis 
purchased to replace fire truck #3.    
6/11  Via email from Allette – Allette would like to schedule an informational meeting at the 
town hall late in July.   The Board directed the Clerk to reply to Allette with the dates of July 
22nd, 23rd, and 24th as options for an Open House informational meeting regarding the Great 
Northern Transmission Line Project.  
 
OUTSTANDING BILLS: The Treasurer has three bills in addition to the list of Outstanding 
Bills: Scott Welsh in the amount of $25.00 for cell phone reimbursement; Midway Sewer in the 
amount of $250.00 for pumping the tank at the fire hall; and, $1,000 from Perrault Construction 

Checking 14123-14168    
Beginning Balance $170,980.41  
Receipts 345.00  
Transfers $0.00  
Disbursements $-48,976.50  
Ending Balance $122,348.91 $122.348.91 
   
   
Money Market   
Beginning Balance $ 108,435.39  
Interest/Deposits $8.12  
Withdrawals $0.00  
Ending Balance $108,443.51 $108,443.51 
   
Total Accounts  $230,792.42 
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for fixing the chimney at the town hall.   MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Stromlund, and 
carried unanimously to pay all outstanding bills as listed on the Outstanding Bills list and the 
additional bills from the Treasurer for a total amount of $44,130.50. 
 
CITIZEN REQUESTS/CONCERNS: a) Township resident Butch Lund addressed the Board 
with concerns about the future of Stonelake Road.  Mr. Lund stated that at one time the 
Stonelake Road was platted to continue through his property.  Several years ago he asked to 
have the road terminate at his property.  He now feels he would like the option to have the 
road continue through.   The Board discussed the option of Mr. Lund creating an easement for 
a future road and having it registered with St. Louis County.  MOTION by Welsh, seconded by 
Stromlund and carried unanimously to contact Township Attorney John Bray for advice on how 
to handle this road request.   
 
ROAD: a) Supervisor Gajewski reported that he has contacted Sinnott Blacktop to find out 
when the crack filling and seal coating will be done.   Because of the weather Sinnott is about 
two weeks out with their jobs, and will be here as soon as possible.   
b) Jake Demenge will be applying dust control to the Township Roads this week.    
c)  Gravel has been applied to the Township Roads as approved at the Annual Road 
Inspection.   Jim Lindquist has graded the roads and ditched parts of Jeffrey and Heine Roads.  
d) Supervisor Gajewski reported that Gopher One has marked the phone and power lines at 
the Sandberg and Jerry Road intersection so the new Street Sign can be installed. 
e)  A “Dead End” sign has been ordered for the Bergquist Road. 
f)  Leon Forstrom has picked up the garbage on Township Roads.  
  
FIRE DEPARTMENT:  a) Fire Chief Alan Mitchell and Firefighter Jeff Nelson reported four 
calls so far in June.  The year-to-date calls number 44.  There was a total of nine calls in May. 
b)  The Board asked Fire Chief Mitchell, and Firefighter Nelson their opinion about getting an 
Automated External Defibrillator for the town hall.  The Fire Department feels that it would most 
likely not get used, as most people are hesitant to use them.   
c) The floor drain tank at the Fire Hall has been pumped by Midway Sewer. 
d) Supervisor Gajewski is wondering if heat tape in the sewer line or a stock tank heater in the 
tank would stop the problem of the tank freezing up. Rick Flesvig mentioned that heat tape 
might not be a good idea as there could be gas and oil in the tank and the heat tape might 
ignite.   Insulating and not plowing or driving over the line to the tank in the winter may help.     
The Board will consider a couple of options.  
e) & f)  Supervisor Gajewski has contacted  A.W. Kuettel to repair the broken chimney stack  
at the fire hall and to look at all of the other vents as well.   One of the vents had already been 
repaired when it broke from snow and ice collecting behind it.  Supervisor Gajewski will ask 
A.W. Kuettel if there is a way to install a snow shield for all of the vents to prevent this from 
happening again. The Board directed Supervisor Gajewski to get repair estimates for the 
broken vent and to get an estimate for snow shields for all of the roof vents.  MOTION by 
Gajewski, seconded by Welsh and carried unanimously to spend up to $3,000 to fix and repair 
the vent stacks at the Fire Hall.   
g) The 2005 International 4300 Truck Chassis has been purchased and is at Hansen’s 
Welding to have the tank taken from the old truck #3 and put on this new chassis.  The Board 
has a bid from Hansen’s to purchase the old truck #3 chassis after removing the tank for 
$1,000.  This amount can be used as a credit towards work done by Hansen’s.  MOTION by 
Gajewski, seconded by Stromlund and carried unanimously to accept the bid of $1,000 from 
Hansen’s  to purchase the old #3 truck chassis.  This chassis is sold “as is” with no warranty.    
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h)  With the help of the Solway Firefighters and retired Firefighter Randy Nelson, the Smokey 
the Bear fire condition sign has been installed beside the Hwy 2 driveway to the town hall.   
 
RECYCLING:  a) Nothing to report.  
 
HALL: a) The Clerk reported that the new color printer/scanner/fax has been installed and is 
working great.      
b)  Supervisor Gajewski reported that the town hall chimney repair has been completed by Jim 
Perrault Construction.  
c) Supervisor Gajewski is waiting for a response from Todd Signs to have the “Solway 
Township” sign installed at the town hall.    
 
PARK: a) The monthly playground inspection shows no hazards and the parks to be in good 
condition. 
b) Rubber mulch for the township playgrounds was discussed and tabled last month.   The 
cheapest quote is $15,486.  This is more than the Board would like to spend.  The Board 
decided it will not be done at this time. 
c)  Two “No Horses” signs have been installed at the Township Munger Site soccer field. 
d)  Supervisor Gajewski mentioned that the Munger School Site garage could use painting.   
The Board would like it to be painted to match the fire hall.  MOTION by Welsh, seconded by 
Gajewski and carried unanimously to allow up to $750 for painting the Munger School Site 
garage.  The garage will need to be washed first.  The Board is thinking maybe the Fire Dept 
can help with washing the building down. 
   
CEMETERY: a) Supervisor Gajewski completed a cemetery inspection along with the monthly 
playground inspection. No safety hazards were found. 
b)  Supervisor Gajewski reported that there are maple trees that might need to be replaced by 
A. J.’s because of winter kill.  He will have A.J.’s come out to look at the trees. 
c) Supervisor Gajewski mentioned that it might be a good idea to get a mower for the cemetery 
that is easier to maneuver around headstones.  The Board agrees, and there is a Cub Cadet at 
L & M that has a tighter turning radius for $1,499.  MOTION by Stromlund, seconded by Welsh 
and carried unanimously to purchase at 42-inch cut Cub Cadet from L & M in the amount of 
$1,499 for use at the Township cemetery.  
d)  There were four burials at the cemetery this past month.  Don Roseen, Ron Baily, Joan 
Goodreau, and Manghild Skog.  
e)  Supervisor Gajewski mentioned another light added to the flag pole at the cemetery would 
give increased visibility of the flag at night.    
 
COMMITTEES: a) The Special Events Committee will meet on July 8th at 6:30 PM at the Town 
Hall to plan the National Night Out.  The Clerk will contact the Sheriff’s Dept to request a 
deputy to attend the event.   
 
OLD BUSINESS:  a) The Clerk contacted the Proctor Journal to get the status of the Solway 
Centennial books they are reprinting.  They are not ready and not sure when they will be.   The 
Clerk will give them another call. 
b) Supervisor Gajewski reported that Rep Mary Murphy returned his call regarding a bill 
proposed by the Cloquet Fire District to expand their taxing district to neighboring townships 
without consent from the townships.  She told him that the bill did not pass this year.   The 
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Clerk obtained a copy of the bill and it shows the wording changed to read “upon application” 
the Townships may join the District.  The Board will keep watch on this bill. 
c) The Great Northern Transmission line meeting was discussed under Correspondence. 
d)  Articles for the upcoming newsletter were discussed. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: a)   None 
 
MOTION by Stromlund, seconded by Gajewski and carried unanimously to adjourn tonight’s 
meeting upon the Board completing signing of checks.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 
p.m. 
 
 
 


