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The Solway Town Board Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Vice Chairperson Ron 
Gajewski, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Also present were Supervisor Scott Welsh, Clerk 
Autumn Marquardt, Treasurer Cindy Moe and 2 concerned citizens. Chairperson Stromlund 
attended the meeting via teleconference.        
 
MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Welsh and carried unanimously to approve the rotation of 
Supervisor Gajewski to the position of Chairperson and Supervisor Welsh as Vice-Chair for the 
coming year.  
 
MOTION by Welsh, seconded by Stromlund and carried unanimously to approve the minutes 
from the Town Board Meeting of February 9, 2021 as presented. 
 
MOTION by Welsh, seconded by Stromlund and carried unanimously to approve the minutes 
from the budget meeting of February 22, 2021 as presented.   
 
MOTION by Welsh, seconded by Stromlund and carried unanimously to accept the Treasurer’s 
report dated February 28,2021.  
 
 

 
 
 

  

 
INCOMING CORRESPONDENCE: 
2/18    Overhead Door – Limited warranty certificate for parts and repairs for the recycling shed 
door. Chairperson Gajewski noted that Overhead Door fixed the door at the recycling shed and 
they placed a new opener as well. The amount of the fix came to a little over $500 and is included 
in the outstanding bills. No Board action     
2/24      Duluth News Tribune – Affidavit of Publication. No Board action.             
2/25      Pine Journal, Hermantown Star, Proctor Journal – Affidavit of Publication. No Board 
action.  
2/26     Pine Knot – Affidavit of Publication. No Board action.   
2/26   Barb Peterson – Request to take the community survey for the DTA’s Better Bus 
Blueprint. Chairperson Gajewski stated that he is not aware if the DTA does business in the 
township. The email is informational.    
2/28  Josiah Kircher – Asphalt maintenance services information from Simply Surfacing, LLC. 
The email is informational and will be kept on file.    

Checking:18281-18311    
Beginning Balance $284,856.61  
Receipts $18,376.67  
Disbursements $-13,186.82  

Ending Balance $290,046.46 $290,046.46 
   
Money Market   
Beginning Balance $ 109,273.56  
Interest/Deposits $15.12  
Withdrawals $0.00  

Ending Balance $109,288.68 $109,288.68 
   
Total Accounts  $399,335.14 
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3/01  Night to Shine – Thank you letter from the Night to Shine Grad party for the donation that 
was approved by the electorate at the 2020 annual meeting and then made by the township. No 
Board action.    
3/02  Minnesota Power – Notice of availability for a meeting in the matter of the application of 
Minnesota Power for a certificate of need for the Duluth Loop Reliability Project. The project 
does not go through the township. The notice is informational.   
3/04  St. Louis County Public Health – Email notifying residents that Covid-19 vaccinations 
are available to individuals 65+ at the clinic. The email includes the contact information. The 
information will be placed in the newsletter.  
3/05  Minnesota Association of Townships – Legislative Update and Advocacy Alert. The 
alert is asking Townships to contact Senators and Representatives regarding funding for 
transportation. The Minnesota Association of Townships have a prewritten letter that can be 
filled out by townships. MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Welsh and carried unanimously to 
have Clerk Marquardt send the prewritten letter to the Senators and Representatives on the 
township’s behalf. Chairperson Gajewski’s name will be used for the correspondence.  
3/08  Minnesota Management and Budget – Results of Tests For Pay Equity compliance. 
Clerk Marquardt and Treasurer Moe completed the report as required for 2020. The Township 
has passed and is in compliance.  Clerk Marquardt will keep the certificate on file.  
3/08  Minnesota Pollution Control Agency – Public Notice of Intent to Modify a permit for 
Sappi Cloquet, LLC. Sappi is not located within Solway Township and the Board has heard no 
complaints or comments on the matter. No Board action.  
3/10  Minnesota Association of Townships – Agenda for the Spring Short Courses that begin 
on March 22nd. Supervisor Stromlund cannot access the courses at home, Clerk Marquardt will 
try to get him some printed out information from the courses. Clerk Marquardt will register and 
attend the classes, Supervisor Welsh will attend the courses after they have been posted online. 
Chairperson Gajewski will try to attend the courses as well. All courses are online and are free 
of charge.  
OUTGOING COORESPONDENCE 
2/10, 2/17, 2/24, 3/3  WLSSD – Recycling tracking forms  
2/9 Menards – Government Account Authorized user update 
 
OUTSTANDING BILLS: a)  Treasurer Moe has one additional bill not listed on the Outstanding 
Bills List: 

● Clare R. Stromlund in the amount of $25.00 for cellphone reimbursement.   
   
MOTION by Welsh, seconded by Gajewski and carried unanimously to pay all bills as listed on 
the Outstanding Bills List and the additional bill presented by the Town Treasurer for a total 
amount of $12,056.07. 
  
CITIZEN REQUESTS/CONCERNS:  a)  Clerk Marquardt received an email from Jessica Tapani 
regarding the condition of the Maple Grove Rd. Maple Grove is a county road and so the 
township does not have a responsibility to repair it. Clerk Marquardt notified the Board that she 
has heard from other residents that the road is not in good condition. Chairperson Gajewski will 
contact Andrew Olson at St. Louis County notifying them of the complaints that have been 
received. Clerk Marquardt will contact Ms. Tapani with this information.  
 
ROAD: a)   Jim Lindquist has retired. Chairperson Gajewski notified the Board that Mr. Lindquist 
has stated he can still help with smaller projects but that he is done with road grading. 
Chairperson Gajewski suggested an open house for Mr. Lindquist. Supervisor Stromlund stated 
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that they should get a plaque as well. Clerk Marquardt will contact Elaine Lindquist to try to 
coordinate an open house.  
b)     Chairperson Gajewski reached out to Jake Demenge and Bob Rodda in regards to taking 
over the grading, ditching, brushing and culvert replacements for Sowlay township. Jake 
Demenge is familiar with the township roads as he does the calcium chloride applications on the 
roads. Bob Rodda does work for 9 other townships in the area and works with Gordy Halvorson, 
who the Board has a good working relationship with. Mr. Rodda has grader blades that can cut 
the washboard off the roads. Chairperson Gajewski noted that he received a call from Kim 
Johnson to promote Mr. Rodda’s work. Mr. Rodda would not be available to do more than 
grading this year. Chairperson Gajewski noted that the township does not need to only go with 
one person for the work. Supervisor Welsh agreed and questioned if either would be available 
to do the road inspection in April. There are many different elements to the road work that would 
need to be figured out as we go along this year. The suggestion was made that Butch Lund or 
Leon Forstrom could help with directing where gravel would need to be placed as approved by 
the Board. Because spring is approaching, Supervisor Welsh believes that we should set things 
up as quickly as possible. MOTION by Stromlund, seconded by Welsh and carried unanimously 
to hire Bob Rodda to perform the road grading and to hire Jake Demenge to do culverts, ditching 
and brushing on the township roads.    
c)    Kim Johnson notified Chairperson Gajewski that there are still holes in the culvert on the 
north extension of the Van Gassler Rd. Chairperson Gajewski went out to inspect the culvert but 
could not find the culvert. He will try to get together with Mr. Johnson so that he can point out 
the problem area to him.   
d)   Greg Bottila has not fixed the brakes on the roadside mower yet.  
e)   The Board needs to set a date for the road inspection. Chairperson Gajewski noted that 
traditionally the inspection is done on the last Friday of April from 8am to 12pm. The Board will 
work out how to perform the inspection safely during the pandemic. MOTION by Gajewski, 
seconded by Welsh and carried unanimously to perform the road inspection on Friday April 30th 
from 8am to 12pm.  
 
FIRE: a)  Chief Nick Priolo could not attend the meeting, Clerk Marquardt reported there has 
been a total of 35 calls: 5 fire, 29 medical, and 1 vehicle accident. All calls were mutual aid.  
 
RECYCLING: a)    Overhead door has repaired the door on the recycling shed. This was 
covered under correspondence. 
b)  Lorilee Blais has provided additional information to add to the newsletter. Horst Blumerich 
also requested that a reminder be placed for residents that styrofoam, black garbage bags and 
engine oil cans cannot be recycled. Mr. Blumerich also suggested that residents be asked to 
sort their recyclables at home to shorten the amount of time spent at the recycling shed during 
the pandemic.   
 
HALL:  a)     The tables at the town hall have been moved against the wall to open the area up 
for groups using the hall. The Hall must be professionally cleaned between each use, Clerk 
Marquardt can do the cleaning and will sanitize all surfaces that are used during the rentals and 
group uses. The townships cleaning service will clean between larger gatherings.  
b)  Township resident Tom Englemann had suggested that he may be able to help with the 
leaking roof above the stage at the February meeting. Chairperson Gajewski noted he has not 
heard anything further from Mr. Englemann regarding the matter. 
c)  MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Welsh and carried unanimously to accept resolution 
2021-3 Local Board Powers to be reinstated.  

RESOLUTION 2021-3 
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Local Board Powers to be Reinstated 
WHEREAS, the Town of Solway, St. Louis County, Minnesota is authorized to serve as the 
Local Board of Appeal and Equalization pursuant to Minnesota Statute 273.01; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Solway’s power to act as the Local Board of Appeal and Equalization 
were transferred to the County of St. Louis pursuant to Minnesota Statute 274.014, subd. 3, 
paragraph a; and  
 
WHEREAS, said statute provides for the reinstatement of the governing body of the city or 
town to serve as the Local Board of Appeal and Equalization by resolution of said city 
council/town board and upon proof of compliance with Minnesota Statute 274.014, sbd. 2: 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of Solway Township to establish 
the town Board as the Local Board of Appeal and Equalization pursuant to the above 
referenced statutes.  
 
Passed and adopted by the town Board of Solway Township this 16th day of March, 2021. 
 
d)   Clerk Marquardt received a call from Jon Merritt notifying that they would like to begin 
karate classes again this May. Mr. Merritt stated that they would like to use the hall 2-3 days a 
week for three or four hour long classes. The Board does not see an issue with this set up. 
MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Welsh and carried unanimously to let Mr. Merritt know that 
the board has rearranged the tables to accommodate larger groups and that they can use the 
town hall for karate classes beginning in May for 2-3 days a week.  
 
PARK: a)   Supervisor Gajewski completed the monthly Township Properties Safety Inspection 
Report and stated that there are no safety issues with the park.  
b)      Supervisor Gajewski contacted Pete Hildre to check on the status of the basketball supports 
and back boards. Mr. Hildre has not been able to begin painting the supports and back boards 
yet but stated that he will begin soon and will only do a couple at a time so that the residents can 
still use the basketball court during this time.     
 
CEMETERY:  a)     The Board has not heard anything regarding the Memorial Day Observance 
at the cemetery. Chairperson Gajewski noted that they will mostly likely hold the Observance 
with masking and social distancing protocols.  
b)     The cemetery regulations on decorations in the cemetery has been placed in the newsletter.  
 
COMMITTEES:  a)    Nothing to report.  
b) 
   
OLD BUSINESS:  a)    Treasurer Moe stated that a Range Association of Municipalities and 
Schools representative spoke at a St. Louis County Association of Townships meeting and 
suggested that a link to a speed test be put into the newsletter so that residents can mark where 
the internet is good, bad, and where it is not available at all. Treasurer Moe will write up a small 
article about this to put in the newsletter. 
b)    The position for Deputy Clerk has been advertised and there was a good response. Clerk 
Marquardt, Treasurer Moe, and Supervisor Welsh will get together to discuss who to interview 
for the position.  
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c.  The annual meeting was continued to August 10th, 2021 at 6:30pm at the Solway town site. 
It was noted that the continuation was made for the town site instead of the town hall to 
accommodate an outdoor meeting if necessary.  
d.   Clerk Marquardt updated the board on discussions during the L&R meeting. The key issues 
that were discussed were annexation, transportation, elections and broadband. Clerk Marquardt 
stated that items included were: using sales tax revenue from auto parts sales to raise money, 
tracking bills regarding early and mail balloting, funding in the border to border program (they 
are hoping for $60 million but realistically will probably get less funding) flexibility in the 
designation of polling places and filing periods for elections and there is a small noxious weed 
bill that is trying to maintain funding.  
e)  Supervisor Stromlund questioned if anyone has received anymore information regarding the 
home business on the W. Arrowhead Rd. There has been no new information.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: a)   Spring short courses has been covered under correspondence.  
b)    Chairperson Gajewski has contacted several individuals regarding performing an audit on 
the aggregate producers and haulers in Solway Township but indicated that there has not been 
much response. Treasurer Moe noted that due to it being tax season it may be more difficult to 
get ahold of individuals. The gentleman who performed the last audit has since retired. The 
Board will continue to look for more information regarding hiring an auditor.   
c)    The retirement open house for Jim Lindquist was discussed under road.  
 
MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Welsh and carried unanimously to adjourn tonight’s meeting 
with the signing of checks. The meeting adjourned at 8:00PM. 
 
 

 


