Solway Town Board Meeting Minutes
February 9. 2021

The Solway Town Board Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. via teleconference by
Chairperson Clare Stromlund, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Also present were
Supervisors Ron Gajewski and Scott Welsh, Clerk Autumn Marquardt, Treasurer Cindy Moe and
6 concerned citizens.

MOTION by Welsh, seconded by Gajewski and carried unanimously to approve the minutes
from the Town Board Meeting of January 12, 2021 as presented.

MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Welsh and carried unanimously to accept the Final

Treasurer’s report dated December 31, 2020. MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Welsh and
carried unanimously to accept the Treasurer’s report dated January 31, 2021

Checking:18244-18280

Beginning Balance $342,381.31

Receipts $12,499.18

Disbursements $-70,023.88

Ending Balance $284,856.61 $284,856.61
Money Market

Beginning Balance $109,273.56

Interest/Deposits $0.00

Withdrawals $0.00

Ending Balance $109,273.56 $109,273.56
Total Accounts $394,130.17

INCOMING CORRESPONDENCE:

1/14 Portable John — Information regarding paperless billing and payments. Treasurer Moe
advised that the Township cannot participate in the ACH checking that is suggested in the email.
Billing and payments will remain the same.

1/14 Arrowhead Library System — Informational email that the Aurora Public Library and the
Eveleth Public Library are participating in a public art project. No Board action.

1/15 Towernotifyinfo — Notice that two documents have been added to the file for the tower
located on Highway 194. This is informational.

1/18 Jane Brown - Information request regarding permitting, application, and depth
requirements for utility lines from Telecom Construction LLC. Victor Lund from St. Louis County
provided the requirements for St. Louis County, the information was forwarded to Ms. Brown.
1/19 Shelton Excavating, Inc. — 4™ quarter Aggregate Tax reporting form and payment.

1/19 KTM Paving, Inc. — 4" quarter Aggregate Tax reporting form and payment.

1/19 Gobel Aggregate/Minnesota Aggregate — 4" quarter Aggregate Tax reporting form and
payment.

1/21 Menards Hermantown — Government Account Authorized User form. Supervisor
Gajewksi, Supervisor Welsh, Leon Forstrom, Butch Lund, Horst Blumerich and Clerk Marquardt
will be added to this form. James Madigan will be removed from the account.

1/21 Pit 56, Inc. — 4" Quarter Aggregate tax reporting form and payment.
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1/26 Northland Constructors of Duluth, Inc. — 4" quarter Aggregate Tax reporting form and
payment.

1/26 Kivi Aggregate, LLC — 4™ quarter Aggregate Tax reporting form.

1/27 St. Louis County Land and Minerals Dept. — Notice of classified or reclassified State tax
forfeited properties to non-conservation. No Board action.

1/27 Cathy Rouleau — St. Louis County Association of Townships meeting information and
bylaws.

1/29 St. Louis County — Local Board of Appeal and Equalization schedule. Solway Township
will be open book for the year of 2021. The date of the Local Board of Appeal and Equalization
for Solway Township is April 13", Clerk Marquardt will reach out to the County Assessor as
stated on the schedule.

2/03 Carlton County Soil Improvement Program — Notice of accepted application to apply
wood ash and/or lime on land at 3590 Stonelake Rd. No Board action.

2/03 DeCaigny Excavating, Inc. — 4th quarter Aggregate Tax reporting form.

2/08 Central Applicators, Inc. — Right-of-way vegetation management letter and pamphlet.
The Board feels that this may be a good resource for any issues that may come up in the future
with brushing or noxious weed management. Clerk Marquardt will contact the company for more
information about their services.

2/09 Lori Johnson — Request for information regarding the Annual Meeting and how a
representative of the Proctor School District may attend. More information regarding this is
covered under old business.

OUTGOING COORESPONDENCE

1/13,1/20,1/27,2/3 WLSSD - Recycling tracking forms

1/15 PERA - Exclusion Report

1/15 St. Louis county Land and Minerals Dept. — Noxious weed report.

1/26 Census Bureau — Boundary and Annexation Survey. There were no changes to the
boundaries of Solway township.

OUTSTANDING BILLS: a) Treasurer Moe has one additional bill not listed on the Outstanding
Bills List:
e Grand Forks Fire Equipment in the amount of $2,001.88 for the turnout gear that was
damaged in a propane burn training exercise. This will be reimbursed by insurance.

MOTION by Stromlund, seconded by Gajewski and carried unanimously to pay all bills as listed
on the Outstanding Bills List and the additional bill presented by the Town Treasurer for a total
amount of $13,186.82.

CITIZEN REQUESTS/CONCERNS: a) Nothing to Report.

ROAD: a) Supervisor Gajewski was contacted by St. Louis County regarding damage caused
by a snowplow wing that occurred to a culvert on the Jeffrey Rd. Jim Lindquist fixed the damaged
culvert and stated it may need an extension placed on it in the spring.

b)  Supervisor Gajewski reported that Greg Bottila agreed to fix the brakes on the roadside
mower. This has not been completed yet. The Board approved up to $1000 for the repair at the
January Meeting.

c) Clerk Marquardt verified with the Minnesota Association of Townships Insurance Trust that
the roadside mower is covered by the current liability insurance.

d) Supervisor Gajewski and Clerk Marquardt put together a letter of support for the Local Road
Improvement Program application that St. Louis County is submitting to place a roundabout at
MN194 and CSAH 2. The letter was emailed to Victor Lund.
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FIRE: a) Chief Nick Priolo provided a report via telephone that stated there has been 22 calls:
18 Medicals, 4 Fires and 0 vehicle accidents. All calls were mutual aid.

b) The Fire Department has not had the chance to flood the ice rink yet. Chief Priolo stated that
they should be able to do this soon.

C) The turnout gear that was damaged in the propane burn was covered under outstanding
bills.

d) Chief Priolo reported that there are 3 new members of the Fire Department.

e) Clerk Marquardt advised Chief Priolo that she had received some information at the CAT
meeting regarding free training that takes place through the Minnesota Board of Fire Training.
Chief Priolo advised that the Fire Department goes through the Minnesota Board of Fire Training
for all the trainings that they attend.

f) Chief Priolo advised the Board that the check valves on the air lines to the truck brakes
need to be changed out due to moisture causing them to rust. If the valves are not changed then
the air will leak out of the lines causing brake failure in the trucks.. Chief Priolo requested that
the air pipes in the Fire Hall be replaced with copper pipes to fix the issue. Supervisor Gajewski
stated that this problem was brought forward several years ago as well and asked Chief Priolo
if changing the lines would solve the problem. Chief Priolo advised that copper pipe would not
be corrosive. The pipes follow the wall on the inside of the Fire Hall. Mr. Engelmann , township
resident, advised that no matter material is used what you may have an issue at the pipe joint.
Chief Priolo will get estimates to have the pipes changed out and will meet with Mr. Engelmann
to try to figure out the best option to prevent rusting.

RECYCLING: a) Supervisor Gajewski advised the Board that there has been trouble with the
overhead door at the recycling shed. The cables are coming off the pulleys and the opener
was offset. Leon Forstrom and Butch Lund moved the opener to the center but Horst
Blumerich advised that this did not solve the issue. Supervisor Gajewski also noted that the
tracks are bent and that they may need to hire someone to come out and take care of the
issue. Supervisor Welsh stated that he believes that Overhead Door will come out and give an
estimate to have the work done. MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Welsh and carried
unanimously to spend up to $500 to have the overhead door checked out and fixed if its able
to do so. Mr. Blumerich voiced his concern that this be done quickly as the sensors on the door
are not working and the door tends to rise on its own after being shut.

b) Clerk Marquardt has submitted the 2021 Site Operations Grant Application for WLSSD.

HALL: a) Clerk Marquardt reached out to the Minnesota Association of Townships regarding
resolutions to regain Local Board of Appeal and Equalization powers in 2021. The Minnesota
Association of Townships did not have a sample resolution on file. MOTION by Stromlund,
seconded by Gajewski and carried unanimously to try to regain the Local Board of Appeal and
Equalization powers in 2021. A resolution will be brought to the Board at a later meeting.

b) Supervisor Gajewski reported that a downstairs faucet at the Hall was leaking, Mr. Forstrom
replaced the faucet.

c) The ceiling above the stage is leaking and has major discoloration. Supervisor Gajewski
noted this has happened before and that it may be caused by snow coming in through the vent
It is possible that this may be a seasonal issue. The Board will look at the possibility of fixing this
issue at a later meeting when the weather allows.

d) Clerk Marquardt presented the Board with a Deputy Clerk position description that she
would like to use to appoint a Deputy Clerk. MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Welsh and
carried unanimously to accept the position description and to allow it to be posted to indeed.com
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and published in the Proctor Journal. Clerk Marquardt will also post the position in the posting
boxes.

PARK: a) Supervisor Gajewski completed the monthly Township Properties Safety Inspection
Report and stated that there are no safety issues with the park.

b)  Supervisor Gajewski contacted Pete Hildre to advise him that the quote he provided was
accepted to paint the basketball back boards and support beams. Mr. Hildre will work on these
as soon as possible so they will be available in the spring for individuals to use.

CEMETERY: a) Nothing to report.
b)

COMMITTEES: a) Nothing to report.
b)

OLD BUSINESS: a) St. Louis County has provided a contract to Solway Township to allow
for use of the Town Hall as a Vaccination Clinic. MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Welsh and
carried unanimously to accept contract #17125 between St. Louis County Health Department
and Solway Township as a site for Covid-19 shots.

b) Supervisor Welsh advised the Board that during a teleconference on January 27" with the
Minnesota Association of Townships it was brought forward that Town Boards should recess
Annual Meetings to make sure everyone can attend and vote. There is no statute that says you
cannot begin the meeting and continue it out to a later date. The Clerk would call the meeting to
order and the electorate would select a moderator who would request a motion to recess the
meeting. Supervisor Welsh stated that he believes there will be many people that will be
uncomfortable with attending the Annual Meeting in March. MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by
Welsh and carried unanimously to convene the Annual Meeting with the purpose of continuing
the meeting on August 10,2021 at 6:30. The notice of publication for the Annual Meeting will
include this information.

c. Clerk Marquardt questioned when the Board of Canvass will meet so that she can add the
information to the posting. The Board of Canvass will meet at 8:15 on March 9, 2021 to certify
the election results.

d. Clerk Marquardt notified the Board that she has received two nominations for Citizen of the
Year for Supervisor Gajewski. As a Board member, Supervisor Gajewski is not eligible to be
nominated. No other nominations have been made.

NEW BUSINESS: a) MOTION by Welsh, seconded by Gajewski and carried unanimously to
adopt Solway Township Resolution #2021-2

Resolution #2021-2
Appointing Absentee Ballot Board for March Township Election
WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes Section 203B.121, subd. 1 requires the Town Board, as the
governing body of the town, to appoint a ballot board to process all absentee ballots returned
to the town clerk for the town election scheduled to be held on Tuesday, March 9, 2021; and

WHEREAS, the ballot board must consist of election judges trained in the handling of
absentee ballots, or staff trained as election judges; and

WHEREAS, even though only two members are required to meet whenever an absentee ballot
needs to be processed, the ballot board must consist of at least the same number of members
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as the minimum number of required election judges for the town election, which pursuant to
Minnesota Statutes Section 204B.22 has been determined to be four for the March 9, 2021
election for the Town of Solway; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board for the Town of Solway has appointed its election judges for the
March 9, 2021 election as required by Minnesota Statutes Section 204B.21;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Town Board for the Town of Solway hereby
appoints the following election judges to serve as the ballot board required to perform all duties
required in the processing of absentee ballots required under Minnesota Statutes Section
203B.121 and all other applicable statutes and rules:

BONNIE SIIRO
MARY BUSCH
LEON FORSTROM
BUTCH LUND

Supervisor Welsh moved the adoption of the resolution, seconded by Supervisor Gajewski,
and it was declared adopted on the 9" day of February 2021 upon the following votes: Yeas —
Ronald Gajewski, Scott Welsh and Clare R. Stromlund.

Nays - None

Adopted this 9", day of February, 2021.

b) Legislative and Research meetings through the Minnesota Association of Townships will
take place on February 17" from 9AM to 3PM via Zoom. Clerk Marquardt will attend these
meetings.

c) The Board verified that the re-organization meeting will be held on March 16" at 6:30PM
via teleconference.

d) Supervisor Gajewski reminded the Board that the budget meeting will take place on February
22,2021 at 5:00PM.

MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Welsh and carried unanimously to adjourn tonight’s meeting
with the signing of checks followed by the Board of Audit. The meeting adjourned at 8:15PM.

BOARD OF AUDIT: Supervisor Gajewski and Supervisor Welsh attended the Board of Audit in
person at the Solway Town Hall, Chairperson Stromlund listened in over the telephone. The
Township Supervisors reviewed the books of the Clerk and Treasurer and found them to be in
order. The Board of Audit adjourned at 9:00PM
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