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The Solway Town Board Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. at the Solway Town Hall by 
Chairperson Scott Welsh, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Also present were Supervisors 
Ron Gajewski and Clare Stromlund, Clerk Autumn Marquardt, Treasurer Cindy Moe and four 
concerned citizens.     
 
MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Stromlund and carried unanimously to approve the 
minutes from the Town Board Meeting of January 14, 2020 as presented. 
 
MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Stromlund and carried unanimously to accept the final 
2019 Treasurer’s report dated December 31, 2019.  
 
MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Stromlund and carried unanimously to accept the   
Treasurer’s report dated January 31, 2020. 
 
 
Checking:17777-17824    
Beginning Balance $378,955.89  
Receipts $12,433.64  
Disbursements $-123,925.99  
Ending Balance $267,463.54 $267,463.54 
   
Money Market   
Beginning Balance $ 109,164.35  
Interest/Deposits $0.00  
Withdrawals $0.00  
Ending Balance $109,164.35 $109,164.35 
   
Total Accounts  $376,627.89 
 
 
 
INCOMING CORRESPONDENCE: 
1/07    Minnesota Department of Health – Final report of water testing at the Town Hall. 
There is no bacteria or chloroform in the drinking water. There is less than .05mg/L of Nitrate 
and Nitrite Nitrogen.  
1/16     St. Louis County Planning and Community Development – A variance application  
requesting placement of a garage structure 100ft back from the lake instead of the 150ft that is 
allowed. There is no longer a Comprehensive Land use committee in Solway Township as our 
land use planning is included in St. Louis Counties plan. Supervisor Gajewski suggested 
making a resolution regarding this variance application as a formal response. Supervisor 
Gajewski will meet with Clerk Marquardt to work on a resolution regarding this application. The 
Board has no opposition to this variance: 3 yea, 0 nay. 
1/16    Jim Sather – 4th quarter aggregate tax reporting form and payment. 
1/23    Coons Aggregate Supply Co. – 4th quarter aggregate tax reporting form and payment.  
1/23    Gobel Aggregate – 4th quarter aggregate tax reporting form and payment.  
1/27    Shelton Excavating Inc. – 4th quarter aggregate tax reporting form and payment.  
1/27    Northland Constructors of Duluth, Inc. – 4th quarter aggregate tax reporting form and 
payment.  
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OUTSTANDING BILLS: a)  Treasurer Moe has one additional bill, not listed on the 
outstanding bills list: 

● Maney International in the amount of $57.90 for 2 batteries for tanker #2. .  
   
 
MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Stromlund and carried unanimously to pay all bills as 
listed on the Outstanding Bills list presented by the Town Treasurer and the additional bill 
presented for a total amount of $????????????? 
 
 

CITIZEN REQUESTS/CONCERNS:  a)  Clerk Marquardt received a call from a resident on 
Strom Rd. advising that the road needed to be sanded. St. Louis County was contacted and 
this issue was taken care of. Supervisor Gajewski had received a call from the road supervisor 
for St. Louis County who was unaware that Strom Rd. was a Township road. There is a turn-
around agreement between Solway Township, St. Louis County, and the property owner that 
allows St. Louis County to use the driveway up to the home as a turn around as long as the 
property owner maintains the part of the road that is the driveway.  
 
ROAD: a)  Supervisor Gajewski was advised that there was water on the Sandberg Rd. Jim 
Lindquist dug out the entrance culvert along with the ditch all the way to the last cross road 
culvert. St. Louis County Public Works was to steam out the culvert on this road to allow for the 
water to drain. Supervisor Gajewski believes that this has been done. There is an additional 
cross culvert along this road that Jim Lindquist and Supervisor Gajewski were unable to locate. 
This will be looked into during the April road inspection. The culvert has probably collapsed 
and will need replacement.   
b)   The “Dead End” sign” on the end of the north Van Gassler Rd. was stolen. Supervisor 
Gajewski picked up a new sign and will install the sign with Jim Madigan when the weather 
permits. Supervisor Gajewski suggested putting an article in the newsletter regarding taking 
the road signs as this costs the Township money. Chairperson Welsh suggested using the 
vandal resistant hardware, Supervisor Gajewski has been advised by individuals in the St. 
Louis County road sign department that the original hardware is better.  
c)   The culvert at the north end of the Van Gassler Rd. has a hole in it and needs to be 
replaced. This will be looked at during the April road inspection.  
d)    Supervisor Gajewski was contacted by a resident advising that a few of the Township 
roads were “like a washboard”. St. Louis County will re-grade the ice on the roads to make 
them smoother. Treasurer Moe stated that the Hermantown Rd. has already been redone.  
e)    Butch Lund spoke with the Board about bringing up the purchase of a new roadside 
mower at the budget meeting or the annual meeting 
 
Fire: a)  Mark Vogel gave a report that states they are currently at 18 calls, 10 medicals, 7 
fires, and 1 vehicle accident. All of the fire calls were mutual aid. Chief Nick Priolo was absent.  
b)  The new turnout gear that was ordered should have been shipped on Feb. 1st and the new 
helmets should be arriving this week.  
c)  The old washer has not been disposed of yet. The Fire Department has decided to cut it 
into pieces to dispose of it because it is too heavy to move.  
d) The dents in the overhead doors have not been filled yet. This should be completed this 
week.  
e)  The internet has been working fine.         
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f)  Rescue truck #5 needs an oil change. The Department is wondering if they are able to take 
the truck to Smittys to have the service done. Chief Priolo currently is employed at Smitty’s and 
would be able to oversee the work that will be done. MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by 
Stromlund and carried unanimously for the Fire Department to take rescue truck #5 to Smittys 
for service.  
g)  Clerk Marquardt was contacted by a resident who stated they had heard the Fire 
Department had not responded to a call in the Township. Clerk Marquardt had reached out to 
Chief Priolo about this. Mr. Vogel, Fire Fighter, advised the Board that at the time when the call 
came in, Solway Fire Fighters were on a mutual aid call for a structure fire in Esko. One 
member of the Fire Department did respond to the call which was a lift assist but due to the 
structure fire, Grand Lake Fire Department was called in to assist with the call. The Fire 
Department responds to all calls that it receives.  
h)  Supervisor Gajewski asked Mr. Vogel to remind Chief Priolo that the budget meeting is set 
for Feb. 24th at 5pm.      
i)    Mr. Vogel advised the Board that they will work on getting more ice on the ice rink but the 
weather has not been cooperating.  
 
RECYCLING: a)  Lorilee Blais from WLSSD has met with Horst Blumerich to put a new 
flagging system into place. The new flagging system will notify waste management what 
dumpsters are full and ready to be emptied. Waste Management charges per dumpster 
emptied so this new system will provide cost efficiency. Ms. Blais also brought a new lock to 
replace the broken one along with new flyers that will notify residents of what can and cannot 
be recycled.  
    
 
HALL:  a)  Three Election judges are needed for the Presidential Nomination Primary on 
March 3, 2020. MOTION by Welsh, seconded by Gajewski and carried unanimously to appoint 
Bonnie Siiro, Regena Merritt, Amy Johnson, and Leon Forstrom as election judges for the 
Presidential Nomination Primary on March 3, 2020. Leon Forstrom will be the alternate judge.   
b)  Three Election judges are needed for the Township Election on March 10, 2020. MOTION 
by Welsh, seconded by Gajewski and carried unanimously to appoint Regena Merritt, Bonnie 
Siiro, Mary Busch, and Butch Lund as election judges for the Township Election on March 10, 
2020. Butch Lund will be the alternate judge.  
c)     

Solway Township Resolution 2020-1 
Appointing Absentee Ballot Board for March Township Election 

 
WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes Section 203B.121, subd.1 requires the town board, as the governing 
body of the town, to appoint a ballot board to process all absentee ballots returned to the town clerk for 
the town election scheduled to be held on Tuesday, March 10, 2020; and 
 
WHEREAS, the ballot board must consist of election judges trained in the handling of absentee ballots, 
or staff trained as election judges; and  
 
WHEREAS, even though only town members are required to meet whenever an absentee ballot needs 
to be processed, the ballot board must consist of at least the same number of members as the 
minimum number of required election judges for the town election, which pursuant to Minnesota 
Statutes Section 204B.22 has been determined to be four for the March 10, 2020 election for the Town 
of Solway; and  
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WHEREAS, the Town Board for the Town of Solway has appointed its election judges for the March 10, 
2020 election as required by Minnesota Statutes Section 204B.21; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Town Board for the Town of Solway hereby appoints 
the following election judges to serve as the ballot board required to perform all duties required in the 
processing of absentee ballots required under Minnesota Statutes Section 203B.121 and all other 
applicable statutes and rules:  
 
 Bonnie Siiro 
 Regena Merritt 
 Mary Busch 
 Butch Lund 
 
Supervisor Gajewski moved the adoption of the resolution, seconded by Supervisor Stromlund, and it 
was declared adopted on the 11th day of February, 2020 upon the following votes: Yeas – Ronald 
Gajewski, Scott Welsh and Clare R. Stromlund.  
Nays – none 
 
d)    The Local Board of Appeals and Equalization meeting has been set for April 7, 2020 from 4pm to 
5pm. Chairperson Welsh, Supervisor Stromlund and Supervisor Gajewski completed their Local Board 
of Appeal and Equalization training before the February 1st deadline.  
e)     Chairperson Welsh located LED light fixture that he feels would be a good fit for the outdoor 
lighting along the outside of the Town Hall, on the handicapped ramp and front porch. This particular 
light fixture has two sizes. The board feels that going with the larger size will be best. MOTION by 
Gajewski, seconded by Stromlund and carried unanimously to purchase eight 15” LED light fixtures for 
outside of the Town Hall.  
f)    Supervisor Gajewski and Jim Madigan would like to place some vinyl buffer along the wood work in 
the areas where the wainscoting keeps getting scratched up by the tables. Supervisor Gajewski 
believes it will match well with the wainscoting. MOTION by Stromlund, seconded by Welsh and carried 
unanimously for Jim Madigan and Supervisor Gajewski to spend up to $150.00 to purchase vinyl base 
to place around the kitchen and bulletin board in the entryway. 
e)    Clerk Marquardt has advised the Board that several of the year end reports have been completed. 
Included in this list are: the Workers Compensation report, the Boundary Annexation Survey 
paperwork, the Noxious weed inspection report, 2019 WLSSD financial report and the WLSSD grant 
paperwork.    
      
 
PARK: a)  Supervisor Gajewski completed the monthly Township Properties Safety Inspection 
Report and advised that the park is in good shape.  
 
CEMETERY:  a)  Nothing to report.  
 
COMMITTEES:  a)  The Winter Fun Day had a very good review and a high volume turn out. 
The leftover food was able to be used the following weekend at the Country Music Show.   
 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  a)  Minnesota Association of Township Lobby Day and St. Louis County 
Day will be held on March 18th in St. Paul. Treasurer Moe advised that St. Louis County will get 
a bus if there are enough officers attending.  MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Stromlund 
and carried unanimously for any Township board member able to attend to do so at Township 
expense.      
b)  Clerk Marquardt reported that all of the Aggregate Tax reporting forms and payments have 
come in for the 2019 year. There was a total $64,054.79 in aggregate tax collected.    
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NEW BUSINESS: a)  The Minnesota Association of Township Spring Short Course is 
scheduled for April 3, 2020 from 9am to 3pm at the DECC. Registration for the short course is 
$50.00. This will be tabled until the March re-organization meeting.  
 
BOARD OF AUDIT: The Township Supervisors reviewed the books of the Clerk and Treasurer 
and found them to be in order.  MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Stromlund and carried 
unanimously approving the Treasurer’s and Clerk’s books as reviewed during the Board of 
Audit.  
MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Stromlund and carried unanimously for Treasurer Moe to 
research new banks for the Township to use. These will be presented at the re-organization 
meeting.  
 
MOTION by Stromlund, seconded by Gajewski and carried unanimously to adjourn tonight’s 
meeting upon the Board completing the signing of checks.  The meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.  
 
 
   
 
______________       ________________________ 
Date Approved       Town Board Chair 
 
 
 
_______________________   
Town Clerk  

 


