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The Solway Town Board Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. at the Solway Town Hall by 
Chairperson Scott Welsh, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  Also present were 
Supervisors Clare R. Stromlund and Ron Gajewski, Treasurer Cindy Moe, Deputy Clerk Terri 
Jensen and six concerned citizens. Absent was Clerk Regena Merritt. 
 
 MOTION made by Gajewski, seconded by Stromlund and carried unanimously to approve the 
minutes from the Town Board Meeting of November 15, 2016. 
 
MOTION made by Gajewski, seconded by Stromlund and carried unanimously to accept the 
monthly Treasurer’s report dated November 30, 2016.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INCOMING CORRESPONDENCE: 
11/17 Kristin Fogard, St. Louis County Ag Inspector – 2016 Annual Township Report for 
Noxious Weed Control.  Tabled until January 2017 Board Meeting to allow time for Deputy 
Clerk Jensen send a letter to Tom Jacobson to see if he is interested in the weed inspector’s 
position.  Clerk Merritt will send an e-mail to surrounding townships to find who they use as an 
inspector.  This position will also be advertised in the Solway Section Lines. 
11/21 Minnesota Department of Health – Bacteriological Investigation Report for drinking 
water in the hall.  The drinking water is compliant with the Safe Drinking Water Act.  No Board 
action taken. 
11/22 Angela Lepak, Recording Clerk, St. Louis County Planning and Community 
Development Department – Findings of Fact, Conclusions and Decision Letter regarding Billy 
Shelton’s event center.  No Board action taken.   
11/22 Lorilee Blais, Western Lake Superior Sanitary District – E-mail notification regarding 
mandatory meeting for recycling attendant and township clerk.  No Board action taken. 
11/28 Lori Johnson, Proctor High School Assistant to the Superintendent – E-mail 
notification regarding Equity in Athletic Facilities Referendum vote on February 7, 2017.  No 
Board action taken. 
12/07 St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office – November 01, 2016 through November 30, 2016 
Activity Report.  No Board action taken. 
12/09 Steve Nelson, Senior Planner, St. Louis County Community Development Block 
Grant – E-mail notification of date change to January 4, 2017, for a five-minute presentation.  

Checking:16155-16204    
Beginning Balance $389,169.65  
Receipts 5,187.38  
Disbursements $-23,248.29  
Ending Balance $371,108.74 $371,108.74 
   
   
   
Money Market   
Beginning Balance $ 108,819.20  
Interest/Deposits $0.00  
Withdrawals $0.00  
Ending Balance $108,819.20 $108,819.20 
   
Total Accounts  $479,927.94 
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MOTION by Clare R. Stromlund, seconded by Scott Welsh and carried unanimously to have 
Supervisor Ron Gajewski and Deputy Clerk Jensen represent the Board at the five-minute 
presentation in Mountain Iron to explain Solway Township’s request for grant money. 
12/12 Lori Johnson, Proctor High School Assistant to the Superintendent – E-mail 
requesting superintendent to speak at January Board Meeting. He will be put on the agenda.  
No Board action taken. 
 
OUTSTANDING BILLS:  a) The Treasurer has additional bills to be added to the Outstanding 
Bills List as follows: 

• St. Louis County Auditor for township’s portion of mailing the property tax statements in 
the amount of $224.05. 

• Quill for office supplies in the amount of $121.96. 
 
A $25.00 reimbursement check issued to Theresa Jensen has been corrected to include 
postage and mileage for a total amount of $80.25. 
 
MOTION by Welsh, seconded by Stromlund and carried unanimously to pay all outstanding 
bills as listed on the Outstanding Bills list and additions as presented by the Town Treasurer 
for a total amount of $32,660.13. 
 
CITIZEN REQUESTS/CONCERN:  a) MOTION by Welsh, seconded by Stromlund and carried 
unanimously to reschedule the December 14, 2016 reconvening of the Swanson Cartway 
Hearing as the report from the Appraiser, Sandy Hoff, has not been received.  Deputy Clerk 
Jensen will contact the appropriate parties to let them know the hearing has been rescheduled 
until the appraisal report has been received.  Also, Clerk’s Office received an e-mail from 
Jonathan Swanson stating, “I no longer own the entire 40-acre parcel.”  He sent an attachment 
of a Quit Claim Deed with his e-mail.  Therefore, the Board needs time to review this 
document. 
The new reconvening date for the Swanson Cartway Hearing was set for Wednesday, January 
11, 2017 @ 6:30pm.   
 
ROAD: a) Jim Lindquist reported North Hanson  crossroad culvert work, along with the 
Hanson Road entrance culvert replacement must wait until Spring of 2017 due to weather 
conditions.  Jim also reported a culvert on the South Jeffrey Road may need repairs when a 
(CN) Canadian National Railroad vehicle backed over it while CN was making repairs to the 
railroad tracks.  These culverts and entrance will be looked at during the 2017 Road 
Inspection.   
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT:  a) A total of 104 calls year-to-date:  65 medical, 32 fires and 7 vehicle 
accidents.   
b) Supervisors Welsh, Gajewski and Stromlund signed the Contract for Fire Protection and 
First Response Medical Care and Fire Hall Lease Agreement which were then given to Fire 
Chief Priolo to have signed during the fire department’s business meeting.   The contract and 
lease agreement will be returned to Clerk Merritt along with a check for $2.00 to cover the 
rental terms for the lease year of 2017 along with $10.00, which includes $2.00 for each of the 
previous five years.   
c)  Fire Chief Priolo reported the boiler stopped working on Sunday, December 11th and 
Randall Brothers were called to fix it.  A part needed to be ordered and would not be in until 
Wednesday. 
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d)  Flooding of the tennis court for the ice rink has started, and hopefully the ice will be ready 
to skate on by Christmas.  Wages to flood the rink will continue to be $11.00 an hour. 
e)  Fire Chief Priolo has talked with John Rogalla regarding the installation of a dry hydrant on 
Morris Thomas Road in his pond.  Mr. Rogalla recommended putting up some type of a wall 
barrier along with hauling in Class 5.  Fire Chief Priolo was considering a 50/50 DNR Grant to 
possibly help pay for some of these costs.   
 
RECYCLING:  a) Recycling Attendant, Paul Dunaiski, reported attending a meeting at the 
Western Lake Superior Sanitary District Office.  The recycling of hearing aid batteries and food 
scraps will begin in 2017.  These items will not be accepted until the bins are received the 
Western Lake Superior Sanitary District. This new information will be put in the Solway Section 
Lines. 
b)  Paul Dunaiski also wanted the Board to know how nice of a job Ryan Anderson has been 
doing snow plowing the lot and in front of the recycling shed. 
 
HALL:  a) Supervisor Gajewski left a message for Rick Flesvig regarding finishing the 
installation of the security cameras.  No answer has been received. 
b)  Deputy Clerk Jensen gave an update on the Winter Community Education brochures being 
mailed soon and hopefully this time all Solway Residents will receive them.   
c)  MOTION by Stromlund, seconded by Welsh and carried unanimously to spend up to 
$500.00 to replace the sink and faucet in the upstairs bathroom.  New grab bars will also be 
added to make it more helpful for those who need assistance.   
d)  The Supervisors tabled the discussion regarding refinishing the hall’s hardwood floor and/or 
putting some type of floor over the current floor. 
e)  Deputy Clerk Jensen reported there will be a $250.00 discount on the Randall Brother’s Bill 
from installation of the RPZ valve in the town hall.  Therefore, the bill to Randall Brother’s is in 
the amount of $257.20, which was included in the Claims List for approval.   
 
PARK:  a) The monthly Township Properties Safety Inspection Report completed by 
Supervisor Ron Gajewski shows no hazards and the parks, fields and township grounds are 
found to be in good condition. 
b)  MOTION by Welsh, seconded by Stromlund and carried unanimously to hire Veronica 
Priolo as the Rink Attendant for Saturdays and Sundays from 1:00pm to 6:00pm at $9.50 per 
hour. 
 
CEMETERY:  a) Leon Forstrom reported the receipt of an upright military stone which will be 
installed in the spring as weather permits. 
 
COMMITTEES:  a) MOTION by Stromlund, seconded by Gajewski and carried unanimously to 
hold the Winter Fun Day on January 28, 2017, from 1:00PM to 5:00PM.  The Board requested 
Deputy Clerk Jensen send a notification letter to the Special Events Committee Members 
letting them know of the meeting for Monday, January 16, 2017 at 6:30PM to plan the Winter 
Fun Day.   
 
OLD BUSINESS:  a) The local board of appeal and equalization certification will need to be 
done on-line.  Clerk Merritt will set this up with the State of Minnesota, and the Supervisors can 
come to the Town Hall to be re-certified.    
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NEW BUSINESS:  a) MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Stromlund and carried unanimously 
to start a working committee to procure broadband for the township.  Supervisor Welsh will 
spearhead this project and an article will be placed in the Solway Section Lines to contact the 
town office if anyone is interested in being part of the committee.  
b)  MOTION by Welsh, seconded by Stromlund and carried unanimously to appoint Bonnie 
Siiro, head judge, Leon Forstrom, Terri Jensen, Amy Johnson, as judges and Ron Gajewski as 
an alternate judge for the February 7, 2017, election for the Proctor Public Schools Equity in 
Athletic Facilities Referendum. 
 
MOTION made by Welsh, seconded by Stromlund and carried unanimously to adjourn 
tonight’s meeting upon the Board completing signing of checks.  The meeting adjourned at 
9:00 PM. 
 
 


