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The Solway Town Board Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. at the Solway Town Hall by 
Chairperson Ron Gajewski, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Also present were 
Supervisors Scott Welsh and Clare R. Stromlund, Deputy Clerk Paulette Barnard, Treasurer 
Cindy Moe and six concerned citizens.   Clerk Regena Merritt was not in attendance. 
 
MOTION made by Welsh, seconded by Stromlund and carried unanimously to approve the 
minutes from the Town Board Meeting of November 13, 2018 as presented. 
 
MOTION made by Welsh, seconded by Gajewski and carried unanimously to accept the 
monthly Treasurer’s report dated November 30, 2018.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
INCOMING CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
11/15 Minnesota Dept of Health -  Drinking water test results for the town hall were found to 
be within acceptable levels for nitrates.  
11/16 Minnesota Assoc of Townships Agency -  Worker’s Comp certificate and invoice.  
The invoice is included with bills to be paid at this meeting.   
11/16 Sathers Construction -  Replacement of check for 3rd quarter Aggregate Tax that was 
lost in the mail.   
11/20 Shelton Excavating – Third quarter 2018 Aggregate Tax reporting form and payment  
11/16 St. Louis County Planning & Community Development -  Findings of Fact – 
conclusion and decision regarding  KTM Paving to expand existing borrow pit to include 
recycling of asphalt and concrete.   The conditional use permit was approved with the following 
conditions: 

• Disturbed land within the 300 foot corridor of designated trout stream shall be restored 
• The applicant shall comply with all county, state and federal regulations 
• Minimum extractive use standards shall be followed 
• The permit shall be brought back for review within one year from issuance of the 

conditional use permit to ensure that conditions are being followed.    
 
11/21 Town & Country - Invoice breakdown and payment schedule.  No board action.   
11/28 St Louis County Planning and Community Development - Notice of Public Hearing 
on Thursday December 14, 2018.  The applicant is Canosia Township and the Planning 
Commission will consider a draft future land use map for the Town of Canosia.  No board 
action.  

Checking:17140-17226    
Beginning Balance $272,669.70  
Receipts 8,231.70  
Disbursements $-41,213.25  
Ending Balance $239,688.15 $239,688.15 
   
Money Market   
Beginning Balance $ 109,037.01  
Interest/Deposits $0.00  
Withdrawals $0.00  
Ending Balance $109,037.01 $109,037.01 
   
Total Accounts  $348,725.16 
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12/3 Minnesota Department of Revenue - Notice of Board of Appeal and Equalization online 
training.  All three Supervisors are certified through July 2020.  
 
OUTSTANDING BILLS: a) Treasurer Moe has three additional bills.  The first to Keith 
Anderson for snowplowing in the amount of $575.00, the second to Century Fire for $174. 34 
for fire extinguishers, the third is to Como Oil for fire hall heating fuel in the amount of $766.58.  
MOTION by Stromlund, seconded by Welsh and carried unanimously to pay all bills as listed 
on the Outstanding Bills list presented by the Town Treasurer and additional bills presented for 
a total amount of $65,197.49. 
 

CITIZEN REQUESTS/CONCERNS:  a) Tracy Blue teaches dog obedience Community Ed 
classes at Solway Town Hall grounds through Hermantown-Proctor Community Education.   
She is asking the Board to consider building a dog park at the town hall site.   Tracy mentioned 
using the Munger School Site field. Supervisor Welsh is concerned with mixing a dog park with 
sports field. Chairperson Gajewski suggested the 20 acres on Maple Grove Road that the 
Township owns. Supervisor Welsh suggested using the upper parking lot at the town hall. 
Treasurer Moe mentioned that there will need to be outside water which the Town Hall has.  
Tracy is willing to help work on the park.  Chairperson asked Tracy to write up something to 
put in the newsletter.  Tracy will contact the Clerk for help with the article.  This request will be 
on the Annual Meeting Agenda for discussion with the electorate.   
 
Tracy is interested in starting a Farmers Market at the Town Hall site.  
 
Tracy also mentioned getting RV plug-ins for anyone wanting to overnight at the Town Hall 
site.  There would only be room for a few spots and there is a campground a few miles up 
Highway 2.    
 
ROAD:  a) The railroad signs on Jeffrey Road have been installed by St. Louis County Public 
Works. 
b)  A resident on the end of the Wargin Road called the Town office with a concern that the 
Wargin Road was icy on the slop going to her property.  The resident is having a house moved 
in the next day and is wondering if there is anything the Township can do.   The Clerk notified 
the County and they “ice picked” the road early the next morning.  This is a way to rough up 
the road and remove the ice. 
 
Fire: Chief Nick Priolo reported a total of 119 calls year-to-date: 65 medical, 42 fires and 12 
vehicle accidents.  
b) The Department is applying for a FEMA grant in the amount of $35,000 for equipment and 
the Department should hear by next April.      
c)  The Department has also applied for a grant from Minnesota Department Public Safety for 
a gear washer extractor.  The Department was not awarded this grant.  
d) Chairperson Gajewski mentioned he learned the Solway Fire Department has $2,300 in 
state training funds that they have not yet used.  Chief Priolo explained that they use Lake 
Superior College for training and that doesn’t cost.  They arranged the bus accident training on 
their own.  Their personnel training is all up to date.  
e)  Truck #7 now has a hitch and electrical hook ups to tow the rehab trailer.    
f) It had been reported last month that ex-firefighter Jeff Nelson had been posting on a 
Facebook page that he created when he was a member of the Department.  Jeff would not 
give the passwords to anyone so it cannot be edited by the present members of the 
Department. The Department now has a different Facebook page that is the official 
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Department page.  The Department asked the Town Board to see what could be done to get 
the unofficial page that is titled Solway Township Volunteer Fire Department taken down. The 
Clerk contacted Township Attorney John Bray who recommended the Fire Department make a 
request in writing to Facebook which they tried, but the Facebook page is set up in a way and 
connected to his own page so this will not work.  The Clerk will contact John Bray to have him 
write a letter to Jeff Nelson asking him to stop posting as a Fire Department member.      
g) Engine #6 had been leaking and had two valves fixed.   When it was leaking it filled up the 
tank in the Fire Hall and the pipe to the outside where it can be pumped is frozen. The 
Department would like a permanent pipe in the fire hall to be able to drain the tank from inside 
the Fire Hall.   MOTION by Welsh, seconded by Gajewski and carried unanimously to allow 
$200 to create an opening for the tank in the Fire Hall floor to be pumped from inside the 
building.   
h) The Department has one new member and one new applicant. 
 
RECYCLING:  a) Paul Dunaiski reported that all is going well at the Recycling Center.  
b)  Chairperson Gajewski suggested possibly going for a grant after the first of the year to re-
side the recycling shed.   
 
HALL:  a) Chairperson Gajewski mentioned that the wood floor in the Hall is in need of 
refinishing.  The Board directed Paulette Barnard to get estimates including what they would 
recommend for that floor for the next Board meeting.  
 
PARK: a) Chairperson Gajewski stated that Scott Nylund will come up with flooring ideas for 
the warming shed.    
b)  The lighting at the basketball courts have been installed.    
c)  The last of the ADA park equipment has been delivered today and when the invoice comes 
the Community Development Block Grant can be completed by the Clerk.  
d) The monthly Township Properties Safety Inspection Report completed by Chairperson 
Gajewski shows no hazards and the parks, fields and township grounds are found to be in 
good condition.  
e)  Esko AYSA has contacted the Town Office asking if they can use the soccer fields for 
practices next spring.   MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Welsh and carried unanimously to 
allow Esko AYSA soccer teams to use Solway soccer fields next season. 
 
CEMETERY:  a) There is a burial for next spring.     
 
COMMITTEES:  a) Scott Welsh has information regarding broadband from a St Louis County 
Association of Township Officers meeting. There is also a sample resolution.  Chairperson 
Gajewski motioned to adopt this resolution after replacing the words “Iron Range” with “St. 
Louis County”, seconded by Welsh and carried unanimously.  This will be Resolution #120.   
Lobby Day will be Feb 20th and Broadband will be one of the issues to be discussed. 
b) Winter Fun Day is scheduled for January 26th with a Special Events Committee planning 
meeting on Monday January 14th.    Deputy Clerk Paulette Barnard will send out meeting 
notices to committee members.  
 
OLD BUSINESS:  a)   Nothing to report.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: a) Chairperson Gajewski moved the adoption of Resolution #119 
Designating the Solway Town Hall as a polling place for the Township Election, seconded by 
Welsh and carried unanimously.    
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b) Chairperson Gajewski asked if there were any suggestions for articles to be in the Township 
Newsletter.  Skating rink update and the regular seasonal items were mentioned.  
 
MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Welsh and carried unanimously to adjourn tonight’s 
meeting upon the Board completing signing of checks.  The meeting adjourned at 9:10 pm.  
 
 
 
 
 

 


