VL.

Solway Town Board Meeting Minutes
November 18, 2025

CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Solway Town Board meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chairperson
Scott Welsh, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Also present were Supervisors
Jeffrey Keppers and Ronald Gajewski, Clerk Tami McGregor, Treasurer Cindy
Moe, and ten concerned citizens.

CITIZEN REQUESTS/CONCERNS & CONTRACTOR REPORTS

A Aggregate Tax Audit — Status Update (“Old Business” ltem)

MINUTES - TOWN BOARD MEETING OF OCTOBER 14, 2025

MOTION by Keppers, seconded by Gajewski, and carried unanimously to
accept the minutes from the town board meeting of October 14, 2025, as
presented.

TREASURER’S REPORT- OCTOBER 31, 2025

MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Keppers, and carried unanimously to
accept the monthly Treasurer’s Report dated October 31, 2025, as presented.

Checking: 20751 — 20796

Beginning Balance $76,867.46

Receipts 5,714.57

Disbursements -24,576.49

Ending Balance $58,005.54 $58,005.54
Money Market

Beginning Balance $16,874.53

Interest/Deposits 42.52

Withdrawals 0.00

Ending Balance $16,917.05 16,917.05
Total Accounts $74,922.59

CORRESPONDENCE (Requiring Board Action/Discussion) - None

Note: Correspondence not requiring board action or discussion available for
review upon request.

OUTSTANDING BILLS - Treasurer Moe reported that there were no additional
bills this month.
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MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Welsh, and carried unanimously to pay
all bills listed on the Outstanding Bills List presented by the town treasurer,
for a total of $33,092.14.

ROAD

A Aspenway Road — MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Keppers, and
carried unanimously to accept the Solway Town Board Hearing
Minutes Regarding Request for Township to Take Over Maintenance
of Aspenway Road, dated October 14, 2025, as presented.

On October 16, 2025, a request to add Aspenway Road to Solway’s 2025
Snowplow Agreement was sent to St. Louis County Public Works.
Confirmation that Aspenway Road was added to Solway’s agreement was
received from the county on October 20, 2025.

B. Brushing — Paul Dunaiski reported that brushing has been completed on the
south and north Hanson Roads, and Cedarway.

C. 2025 Local Road Improvement (LRIP) Funding Opportunity — Jeffrey Road
A proposal for LHB to submit a 2025 LRIP application regarding
reconstruction of the Jeffrey Road on behalf of the township was approved
at the October meeting. Supervisor Gajewski and Clerk McGregor met with
Michael Jost of LHB on October 30, 2025, to go over the application.
Applications are due December 12, 2025, and awards are expected to be
announced March 20, 2026.

According to a MnDOT email forwarded to the township by Michael Jost on
November 3, 2025, the 2023 Jeffrey Road LRIP ranking, excluding the 18
2023 projects awarded, was 54th out of 101.

SOLWAY TOWNSHIP RESOLUTION #2025-11

Local Road Improvement Program (LRIP)
Improvements to Jeffrey Road (Township Road 5607)

WHEREAS, the Local Road Improvement Program (LRIP) is a state
bond funded program to fund local infrastructure projects; and

WHEREAS, the Minnesota Department of Transportation State Aid
for Local Transportation Office administers the Local Road Improvement
Program for local agencies; and

WHEREAS, Solway Township is intending to submit a LRIP grant
application for improvements to Jeffrey Road (Township Road 5607),
beginning at U.S. Hwy. 2, and ending at Maple Grove Road (County State
Aid Highway 6), for a total length of 0.48 mile; and
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WHEREAS, St. Louis County is, by County Resolution No. 25-
, the sponsoring agency for this proposed Local Road Improvement
Program project; and

WHEREAS, Solway Township will be responsible for 100 percent of
the cost to complete the Project in excess of LRIP funds authorized.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of Solway
Township, that:

1.

Solway Township approves improvements to Jeffrey Road
(Township Road 5607), beginning at U.S. Hwy. 2, and ending
at Maple Grove Road (County State Aid Highway 6), for a total
length of 0.48 mile; and

Solway Township will submit a LRIP grant application for
improvements to Jeffrey Road (Township Road 5607),
beginning at U.S. Hwy. 2, and ending at Maple Grove Road
(County State Aid Highway 6), for a total length of 0.48 mile
and

Solway Township will be responsible for 100 percent of the
cost to complete the Project in excess of LRIP funds
authorized, including engineering, right of way, inspection,
and other non-LRIP eligible costs, as well as LRIP-eligible
items in excess of the LRIP grant amount; and

Solway Township will enter into a cooperative agreement with
St. Louis County to receive and administer any LRIP funds
awarded for the improvements to the Jeffrey Road (Township
Road 5607).

Supervisor Ronald Gajewski moved the adoption of the resolution,
seconded by Supervisor Jeffrey Keppers, and it was declared adopted on
the 18th day of November 2025, upon the following votes:

Yeas: Supervisors Gajewski, Welsh and Keppers - 3
Nays: None - 0

Absent: None - 0

Abstained: None - 0

Sandberg Road (North of Jerry Road) — Missing “Dead End” Road Sign — A

“‘Dead End” road sign was installed by the county on the Sandberg Road,
north of the Jerry Road, on October 23, 2025.
Rock Projects — Jerry & Sandberg Roads — Following the October meeting,

Bob Rodda was informed that he could remove rocks at his discretion on
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the middle Jerry and north Sandberg Roads, at a cost not to exceed $3,000,
as approved at the May meeting. Supervisor Gajewski reported at the
November meeting that this project will be completed next spring.
Bergquist Road Garbage — Following the report of a resident, six large bags
of garbage were picked up on the Bergquist Road. There was no identifying
information found in the garbage to report to the Sheriff's Office.

FIRE DEPARTMENT - Chief Brandon Porter provided an update prior to the
meeting and was available via telephone to address any questions or concerns.

A

Membership Update — Two new members have been added to the
department following the open house and hiring event on October 16, 2025.
One member has left the department after accepting out-of-state
employment.

Fundraising Update — The department held a spaghetti dinner on October
18, 2025, which also served as the culmination of their gun raffle. This past
weekend, the department hosted a record-breaking Turkey Bingo, which
grossed $5,200. Combined, the two fundraisers netted just under $4,000.
Equipment Update — Using the fundraising proceeds noted above, the
department is planning to replace several aging nozzles. The department
will take care of this purchase directly, pending a final member vote and
availability of funds.

Call Activity - Over the past month, the department has responded to a
variety of call types, many of which have been less critical emergencies.
These have included lift assists, nosebleeds, and assist with non-urgent
transports to local hospitals.

DNR Wildland Matching Grant — Final DNR paperwork has been submitted.
The expected 2025 DNR Wildland matching grant amount to be received is
$5,000. No recent updates have been received from the DNR and Chief
Porter will be reaching out to them for clarification and to determine when
funds are expected to be released.

RECYCLING - None

HALL

A

PARK

A

Videoconferencing System — User Manual — Clerk McGregor reported that
she met with Tim Aldrich on November 12, 2025, to review AV equipment
hook-ups on-site to ensure accuracy prior to finalization of the nearly
complete AV manual.

Safety Inspection Report — Supervisor Welsh’s November 17, 2025, Safety
Inspection Report reflected no issues and noted that the fields and grounds
look very well kept. He noted that more leaves have accumulated in the
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pavilion. John McGregor reported that the leaves in and around the pavilion
have been taken care of. Paul Dunaiski has replaced the broken fence post
on the south side of the recreational courts.

B. Field Maintenance Report — Recreational nets were removed from the
courts on November 11, 2025. Horst Blumerich reported that all field
maintenance has been completed. The water hydrant on the north field was
not used this year; therefore, does not need to be drained.

CEMETERY

A Interments — Scott Mattson was interred on October 25, 2025.

B. Maintenance — Horst Blumerich reported that all unclaimed items at the
cemetery have been removed and disposed of. The American flag has been
taken down for the season and due to wear, a new flag will be ordered
before next spring.

COMMITTEES

A Halloween Carnival & Special Events Committee Planning Meetings — The
Halloween Carnival was held on October 24, 2025, and was well attended.

B. Special Events Recap Meeting — A recap meeting was scheduled for

December 1, 2025, at 6:30 p.m., and Clerk McGregor will send out notices.

OLD BUSINESS

A.

Aggregate Tax Audits — Amanda Nelson is conducting aggregate tax audits
and reported at the November meeting that she has until the first quarter of
2026 to complete 2019 audits. The current status of audits was reported as
follows:

e Coons Aggregate — Due to an office fire, Coons will likely not be able
to provide 2019 records; however, should be able to provide 2020
records.

e Kivi, Mark — Ms. Nelson has connected with Mr. Kivi and he will be
providing 2019 and 2020 records.

e KTM Paving — The 2019 audit has been completed and $1,058.45 is
owed in delinquent tax. Ms. Nelson informed KTM of the balance due
via letter and will provide the township with a copy of that letter for
follow-up. The 2020 audit has also been completed.

e Lindquist, James — Ms. Nelson has connected with Mr. Lindquist and
they are in the process of scheduling a meeting.

e Northland Constructors — August and September 2019 records were
initially missing from those submitted. At the November meeting, Ms.
Nelson reported that additional records have been provided;
however, they do not balance with the quarterly reports and she is
continuing to review records.
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e One North — Following their purchase of the Caribou Lake Road pit
from Goebel (MN Aggregate), One North began reporting effective
with the second quarter of 2022, and does not have records prior to
that date. Ms. Nelson has been unable to obtain records from
Goebel, and following discussion at the November meeting, it was
determined by the board that an audit of Goebel (MN Aggregate)
records will not be pursued.

e Pit 56 — 2019 records have been obtained. Ms. Nelson is continuing
to work on obtaining 2020 records.

e Sathers Construction & Excavating — Ms. Nelson reported that the
2020 audit has been completed. She does not have records for the
second quarter of 2019; however, Sathers has indicated that they
have submitted everything they have. Ms. Nelson will continue to
communicate with Sathers, but this may result in the 2019 audit
being incomplete. Audit results for both 2019 and 2020 will be sent
to Sathers once the 2019 review has been completed.

e Shelton Excavating — Ms. Nelson reported that Mr. Shelton was
unable to make the previously scheduled September 18, 2025,
meeting, and that they are in the process of rescheduling.

Proposed Hermantown Data Center — In follow-up to concerns expressed
by the community, a letter was sent to the Hermantown Mayor and City
Council on October 15, 2025, from the Solway board expressing resident
concerns and questions and requesting reconsideration of the proposed
project location. A letter dated November 13, 2025, voicing similar concerns
and questioning the location of the proposed project was sent to
Hermantown from Midway Township.

The latest email update from “Stop the Hermantown Data Center’ dated
November 18, 2025, states, “Dan Lessor, Vice President of Mortenson
Development, Inc., sent a letter to the City of Hermantown on November
10, 2025, removing their request for permit review and approval from the
Planning & Zoning Meeting November 18, 2025. In the same letter,
Mortenson committed to hosting a community open house. . .”

There is a Hermantown Planning and Zoning Commission meeting on
November 18, 2025, at 7:00 p.m., although the data center is not on the
agenda. The “Stop the Hermantown Data Center” will be hosting another
community meeting on Sunday, November 23, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. at the
Solway Town Hall.

Solway resident, Paul Fish, attended the November meeting and reported
that a lawsuit was filed by the Minnesota Center for Environmental
Advocacy and Stop the Hermantown Data Center against the City of
Hermantown and Harmony group, LLC, on November 5, 2025. The City of
Hermantown and Harmony Group have 21 days to respond to the civil
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complaint. Mr. Fish indicated that factual information and case documents
can be viewed online by visiting Minnesota Court Records Online (MCRO)
at https://publicaccess.courts.state.mn.us, clicking on “Case Number,” and
entering 69DU-CV-25-3448.

Tractor Maintenance — Horst Blumerich reported that he and Butch Lund
have completed maintenance on the Kubota and Cub Cadet mowers, and
John Deere tractor.

MN_Association of Townships (MAT) Annual Conference — MOTION by
Keppers, seconded by Welsh, and carried unanimously for anyone
interested in attending the MN Association of Townships Annual
Conference from December 11 to 13, 2025, in St. Cloud to do so at
township expense. Registrations have been completed for the entire
board. There will be no bus transportation provided this year by the County
Association of Townships; therefore, carpooling arrangements will be
made.

Recognition Dinner — The Recognition Dinner honoring firefighters, retired
firefighters, Flamettes, and township employees, was held on November 6,
2025, and was enjoyed and appreciated by all.

Couri & Ruppe Township Legal Seminar — Supervisors Gajewski and
Welsh, Clerk McGregor, Deputy Clerk Merritt and Treasurer Moe attended
the legal seminar on October 25, 2025, in Cotton. A variety of topics relating
to townships were covered, including information on roads, the open
meeting law, employment, and the Minnesota Paid Family and Medical
Leave Law that will become effective on January 1, 2026. The Couri &
Ruppe law firm provided this training free of charge.

Willow River Boot Camp Work Day — Butch Lund reported that the Willow
River Boot Camp workday on October 20, 2025, went very well. Trimming
and cleanup were completed around the hall cyclone fencing and along the
Highway #2 ditch.

NEW BUSINESS

A.

Employee Paid Leave — The Minnesota Paid Family and Medical Leave Law
will become effective on January 1, 2026, and will be administered by the
State of Minnesota. Treasurer Moe shared information regarding the leave
and will provide information to employees prior to January 1, 2026.

As a small employer, Solway’s premium rate is .66 percent of wages. The
township may opt to pay the entire premium or deduct up to .44 percent
from employees’ wages. Treasurer Moe estimates that the 2026 total
annual premium cost to the township would be approximately $600 to $700
and recommended that the township’s notice state that Minnesota Paid
Family and Medical Leave run concurrently with the federal program.

MOTION by Welsh, seconded by Gajewski, and carried unanimously
that the township pay 100 percent of the Minnesota Paid Family and
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Medical Leave premiums for 2026, with the percentage to be reviewed
each year, and that Minnesota Paid Family and Medical Leave run
concurrently with the federal Family Medical Leave Act.

B. Nondisclosure Agreements. — Supervisor Welsh raised the issue of whether
the township should adopt a policy or pass a resolution regarding
nondisclosure agreements. All board members indicated they are not in
favor of signing nondisclosure agreements and it was agreed that they will
seek further guidance on this matter at the upcoming 2025 Minnesota
Association of Townships Annual Conference in December.

SIGN CHECKS/ADJOURNMENT - MOTION by Keppers, seconded by Welsh,
and carried unanimously to adjourn tonight’s meeting with the signing of
checks. The meeting was adjourned at 7:37 p.m.
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