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I. CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

The Solway Town Board meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chairperson 
Scott Welsh, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Also present were Supervisors 
Jeffrey Keppers and Ronald Gajewski, Clerk Tami McGregor, Deputy Clerk 
Regena Merritt, Treasurer Cindy Moe, and seven concerned citizens.  
 

II. CITIZEN REQUESTS/CONCERNS & CONTRACTOR REPORTS 
 

A. Aggregate Tax Audit – Status Update (“Old Business” Item) 
 
III. MINUTES – TOWN BOARD MEETING OF AUGUST 12, 2025 
 

MOTION by Keppers, seconded by Gajewski, and carried unanimously to 
accept the minutes from the town board meeting of August 12, 2025, as 
presented.  

 
IV. TREASURER’S REPORT– AUGUST 31, 2025 
 

MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Keppers, and carried unanimously to 
accept the monthly Treasurer’s Report dated August 31, 2025, as presented.  
  

 
 
 

V. CORRESPONDENCE (Requiring Board Action/Discussion)  
 

A. Adam Lawrey, Consolidated Communications – A permit was submitted to 
St. Louis County on August 27, 2025, to run fiber optic from the Maple Grove 
Road and along Jeffrey Road to the FAA tower located at 4095 Jeffrey 
Road. Any questions by the township may be sent to Mr. Lawrey. There 
were no questions, and no board action was taken at the meeting.  

B. Breanna Archer, SLC Public Works – 2025 Local Road Improvement (LRIP) 
Funding Opportunity. In December 2023, an application was submitted for 
funds to pave Jeffrey Road between Maple Grove Road and Hwy. #2; 
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however, the project was not selected for funding at that time. Applications 
are again being solicited, with a deadline of December 12, 2025.  
 
After discussion, it was determined that because a great deal of the 2023 
information can be utilized, minimizing the application cost, a 2025 
application will be further explored.  
 

VI. OUTSTANDING BILLS – Treasurer Moe reported additional bills for the 
Outstanding Bills List as follows:   

 
 Rodda Grading & Excavating - $2,916.25 (09/08/25 Invoice) 

 
MOTION by Welsh, seconded by Gajewski, and carried unanimously to pay 
all bills listed on the Outstanding Bills List, and any additional bills 
presented by the town treasurer, for a total of $29,362.57.  
 

VII. ROAD  
 

A. Roadside Mowing – Butch Lund reported that second round mowing is 
currently in progress, with several breakdowns due to roadside brush 
somewhat slowing down the process.  

B. Hot Mix Blacktop Application Between Hall Front Stairway & Along 
Handicap Ramp – Supervisor Keppers reported that he obtained a hot mix 
price of $150.00 per ton and estimates the project will take about two tons 
of mix. The project was tentatively scheduled for September 16th, and Paul 
Dunaiski and Horst Blumerich will assist with the project.                                                          

C. Bailey Road Street Sign – Supervisor Gajewski reported that another street 
sign has been installed at Bailey Road.  

D. Dust Control – Jeffrey Road – After grading, calcium chloride was applied 
to the Jeffrey Road between Hwy. #2 and the Maple Grove Road on August 
27, 2025, by Legacy Custom Coatings.  

E. Aspenway Road – After discussion, MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by 
Welsh, and carried unanimously to accept the Request for Township 
to Take Over Maintenance of Town Road submitted by Aspenway 
Road residents on August 19, 2025. Prior to approval of the request, the 
road will be inspected to confirm that it is built to town road specifications 
and whether any maintenance is required. Supervisor Gajewski reported 
that Andy Olson from St. Louis County will conduct an inspection of the road 
on September 10, 2025. MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Keppers, 
and carried unanimously that an inspection of Aspenway Road by the 
board be conducted on October 14, 2025, at 5:00 p.m., followed by a 
hearing at 6:00 p.m., at the Solway Town Hall prior to the regularly 
scheduled board meeting.  

F. Brushing – Paul Dunaiski was given a list of township road locations where 
brushing needs to be completed to make signs more visible. 
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VIII. FIRE DEPARTMENT  
 
A. Department Report – Chief Brandon Porter reported that membership is 

currently at 12, with one recent hire, some absences due to deployments, 
and one member recently accepting a full-time firefighting job in Colorado. 
The department will be hosting an open house and hiring event on October 
16, 2025, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Calls have been fairly routine, other than 
the department’s first response to a heroine overdose several weeks ago. 
 
Equipment is in good standing and operational. Engine 1 has been fitted 
with an auto injecting airline to prevent future expenditures. Pump testing 
has been conducted by Emergency Apparatus Maintenance (EAM). 
Although Tankers 2 and 3 initially failed testing requiring valve rebuild kits, 
all issues have since been resolved and all three units have passed testing 
and been certified.  

B. DNR Wildland Matching Grant – Final DNR paperwork has been submitted. 
The expected 2025 DNR Wildland matching grant amount to be received is 
$5,000. There was no update at the September meeting.  

C. Fire Hall Exterior Lighting – Light bulbs in the side yard lights have been 
replaced.  

D. Insurance Coverage Analysis – Chief Porter completed and submitted his 
township and fire department insurance analysis on June 18, 2025, in which 
he concluded that the MN Association of Townships Insurance Trust 
(MATIT) policy carried by the township offers a complete and cost-effective 
solution for the fire department.  
 
After discussion at the September meeting, it was determined that the fire 
department’s policy with Continental Western Group may be discontinued, 
resulting in an approximate $3,000 annual savings. The department will 
continue to carry workers’ compensation coverage.   

E. Fire Truck Titles (Units #2 & #5) – Clerk McGregor reported that since the 
August meeting, all required information was obtained on Units #2 (2011 
International) and #5 (2015 F550 Super Duty). Applications for title were 
submitted to the DMV on August 28, 2025. A Certificate of Title for Unit #5 
was received on September 5, 2025.  

F. DNR Emergency Equipment Use - Invoices to the MN DNR relating to the 
Brimson Camp House Fire ($15,655.00 RE: Engine #1, the 2005 Pierce 
Enforcer; and $4,875.00 RE: Unit #6, the 2017 Ford F550) were previously 
submitted by the fire department. After payment of salaries to firefighters, a 
check in the amount of $15,000.00, dated August 27, 2025, was received 
by the township from SVFD on September 4, 2025.  

G. SCBA (Self Contained Breathing Apparatus) Packs – Chief Porter reported 
that the department currently utilizes 2002-spec Scott NXG7 4500 psi SCBA 
units. These packs are beyond modern NFPA performance benchmarks 
and increasingly costly to maintain. Chief Porter proposed replacing the 
harness/regulator assemblies with 2013-spec 3M Scott X3 4.5 SCBA units, 
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while reusing the existing 4500 psi cylinders and AV3000 facepieces where 
suitable, dramatically lowering cost, versus purchasing brand-new systems. 
Two quotes were submitted by Chief Porter, one from SCBA Sales & 
Rentals, LLC, in the amount of $32,905, and a second from Dalmatian Fire 
Equipment, LLC, in the amount of $46,980. 
 
Funding for the SCBA air packs was budgeted for in 2026; therefore, after 
discussion, it was determined that the purchase of air packs will be reviewed 
again after the first of the new year, with updated quotes submitted at that 
time.  

 
IX. RECYCLING 

 
A. Recycling Center Floor Cracks - Horst Blumerich reported that he is 

planning the epoxy repair of the floor cracks in the Recycling Center on 
September 29, 2025. 

B. 2025 Resource Renewal (WLSSD) Grant – On September 8, 2025, a check 
in the amount of $11,164.10 was received from WLSSD. 
 

SOLWAY TOWNSHIP RESOLUTION #2025-8 
Accepting a Grant from Western Lake Superior Sanitary District 

 
WHEREAS, Solway Township, St. Louis County, operates a 

recycling program in agreement with WLSSD; and 

WHEREAS, WLSSD may have funds available for communities for 
expenses incurred by local communities for operating recycling programs; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, Solway Township submitted a grant application in the 
amount of $11,164.10 on February 27, 2025; and 
 

WHEREAS, WLSSD approved the grant request of $11,164.10 in 
funding on August 4, 2025; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Solway Town Board 
accepts the WLSSD grant funds in the amount of $11,164.10 on September 
9, 2025. 

 
Supervisor Gajewski moved the adoption of the resolution, seconded by 
Supervisor Keppers, and it was declared adopted on the 9th day of 
September 2025 upon the following votes:   
 

Yeas: Supervisors Welsh, Keppers and Gajewski - 3 
Nays:   None - 0 
Absent: None - 0 



 
Solway Town Board Meeting Minutes 

 September 9, 2025  

Page 5 of 8 
 

 
X. HALL 

 
A. Videoconferencing System – Cord Concealment & User Manuals – Tim 

Aldrich has completed the work to conceal the video camera cords. The 
only remaining issue is the receipt of AV system user manuals. 

B. Front Porch Fascia – Prior to painting, the front porch fascia will require 
some putty repair. Supervisor Keppers reported that aluminum to cover the 
fascia, excluding installation, can be obtained from Morin’s Siding & Window 
Company for $150.00. After discussion, it was determined that for now, the 
fascia will be painted; however, we will continue to explore other options. 
MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Keppers, and carried unanimously 
to approve up to $200.00 for repair of the hall front porch fascia. 

C. Downstairs Ladies’ Restroom Sink Drain – The downstairs ladies’ restroom 
sink has been intermittently leaking. Paul Dunaiski reported that the leak 
has been repaired once again; however, maintenance staff will look into 
replacing the sink trap, drain tail piece, and possibly an extension as a 
permanent remedy.  
 

XI. PARK 
 

A. Safety Inspection Report – Supervisor Welsh’s September 8, 2025, Safety 
Inspection Report noted that outdoor trash cans need to be emptied. 
Maintenance staff reported that all outdoor containers were emptied today 
and that they will periodically monitor these going forward. The chain on the 
upper playground swing has been repaired.  

B. Field Maintenance Report – Horst Blumerich reported that the soccer fields 
are currently in good condition. Nitrogen to be applied at the end of the 
season has been ordered and some fill will be used to repair the turf in front 
of the goalie nets.  

C. Park Hours Signage – Two “Park Closed From 10PM to 8AM” signs were 
ordered and have been received. Signs will be placed by maintenance staff 
at each of the park entrances. This will alleviate people sleeping in the park 
overnight.  

D. Volleyball Net – Clerk McGregor reported that a professional heavy duty, 
all-weather replacement volleyball net (32’ long x 36” high, with steel cable 
and reinforced dowels) is available through Amazon for $145.00. A similar 
net is available through Summit Supply for $218.00. MOTION by Gajewski, 
seconded by Keppers, and carried unanimously to purchase an all-
weather 32’ long x 36” high volleyball net, with steel cable and 
reinforced dowels for $145.00.  
  

XII. CEMETERY 
 
A. Maintenance – The top rail on the chain link fence north of the Van Gassler 

Road driveway has been repaired and tree trimming has been completed. 
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XIII. COMMITTEES 
 

A. Halloween Carnival & Special Events Committee Planning Meetings – The 
Halloween Carnival will be held on Friday, October 24, 2025, from 6:00 – 
8:00 p.m., with set-up on October 23rd. The Special Events Committee 
Halloween Carnival planning meeting will be held on Monday, September 
29, 2025, at 6:30 p.m. Clerk McGregor will send out meeting notifications 
sometime next week. A second meeting is scheduled for Monday, October 
20, 2025, at 6:30 p.m. 

 
XIV. OLD BUSINESS   

 
A. Aggregate Tax Audits – Amanda Nelson is conducting aggregate tax audits 

and intends to complete 2019 and 2020 audits by the end of 2025. Ms. 
Nelson attended the September meeting and reported the following:  
 

 Coons Aggregate – Due to an office fire, Coons will likely not be able 
to provide 2019 records; however, should be able to provide 2020 
records. There was no update at the September meeting.  

 Kivi, Mark – No connection has been made with Mr. Kivi to date and 
there was no update at the September meeting. 

 KTM Paving – The 2019 audit has been completed and $1,058.45 is 
owed in delinquent tax. Ms. Nelson will communicate with KTM and 
request that payment be made by the end of the third quarter 
submission, with no additional fees assessed at this time. At the 
September meeting, Ms. Nelson reported that she is currently 
working on 2020 records. 

 Lindquist, James – Ms. Nelson reported at the September meeting 
that she has communicated with Mr. Lindquist and that a meeting will 
be scheduled soon.  

 Northland Constructors – Ms. Nelson reported at the September 
meeting that August and September 2019 records were missing from 
those submitted; however, they will be provided along with 2020 
records.  

 One North – One North does not have 2019 and 2020 records which 
were prior to their ownership. Although the prior owner, Gobel 
Aggregate has previously agreed to provide records, Ms. Nelson 
reported at the September meeting that they have since been 
unresponsive.  

 Pit 56 – 2019 records have been obtained, and Ms. Nelson will 
contact Pit 56 for 2020 records.  

 Sathers Construction & Excavating – At the September meeting, Ms. 
Nelson reported that she is missing 2019 records for the second 
quarter (April through July) and those will need to be obtained. The 
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2020 audit has been completed and it appears they are off by 13,586 
tons, or approximately $2,000. 

 Shelton Excavating – Ms. Nelson reported that a meeting has been 
scheduled for September 18, 2025.   

B. Maintenance Garage Cleaning – Maintenance staff continues cleaning the 
maintenance garage and items no longer being used will be disposed of as 
necessary. MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Welsh, and carried 
unanimously that Horst Blumerich will remove the old wooden 
benches from the garage at no cost to the township.  

C. Kubota Mower – Butch Lund reported that the Kubota mower maintenance 
light recently came on, and he was given an estimate of about $300 for an 
oil change and filters from Kubota. Mr. Lund will explore other options.   
 

XV. NEW BUSINESS 
    

A. Solvay Hospice Reunion Donation – On September 6, 2025, a donation in 
the amount of $89.00 was received from the Solvay Hospice Reunion. 
 

SOLWAY TOWNSHIP RESOLUTION #2025-9 
Accepting Donation from Solvay Hospice Reunion 

 
WHEREAS, the Town of Solway is authorized to accept and maintain 

donations of real and personal property pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 
Section § 465.03 for the benefit of its citizens; and, 

WHEREAS, Solvay Hospice Reunion has offered to contribute a 
donation of $89.00; and,  
 

WHEREAS, there are no terms or conditions for the donation; and  
 

WHEREAS, all such donations have been contributed to the Town 
of Solway for the benefit of its citizens, as allowed by law; and,  

 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board of Solway Township finds that it is 
appropriate to accept the donation offered. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of 
Solway Township, St. Louis County, Minnesota that: 

 
The donation described above is accepted and shall be used as 

allowed by law. 
 

Supervisor Ronald Gajewski moved the adoption of the resolution, 
seconded by Supervisor Jeffrey Keppers, and it was declared adopted on 
the 9th day of September 2025, upon the following votes:   
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Yeas: Supervisors Welsh, Keppers and Gajewski - 3 
Nays: None - 0 
Absent: None - 0 

 
XVI. SIGN CHECKS/ADJOURNMENT – MOTION by Welsh, seconded by Keppers, 

and carried unanimously to adjourn tonight’s meeting with the signing of 
checks. The meeting was adjourned at 8:29 p.m. 

 


