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I. CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

The Solway Town Board meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chairperson 
Scott Welsh, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Also present were Supervisors 
Jeffrey Keppers and Ronald Gajewski, Clerk Tami McGregor, Deputy Clerk 
Regena Merritt, Treasurer Cindy Moe, and nine concerned citizens.  
 

II. CITIZEN REQUESTS/CONCERNS & CONTRACTOR REPORTS 
 

A. Aspenway Road – Terrance Hill (“Road” Item) 
 
III. MINUTES – TOWN BOARD MEETING OF JULY 8, 2025 
 

MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Keppers, and carried unanimously to 
accept the minutes from the town board meeting of July 8, 2025, as 
presented.  

 
IV. TREASURER’S REPORT– JULY 31, 2025 
 

MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Keppers, and carried unanimously to 
accept the monthly Treasurer’s Report dated July 31, 2025, as presented.  
  

 
 
 

V. CORRESPONDENCE (Requiring Board Action/Discussion)  
 

A. Menards – Government Account User Update Forms – Government 
Account Authorized User Update forms were received from Hermantown 
and West Duluth Menards. MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Keppers, 
and carried unanimously to approve Scott Welsh, Jeff Keppers, Ron 
Gajewski, Horst Blumerich, Paul Dunaiski, Leonard (Butch) Lund and 
John McGregor as authorized users, and to remove Leon Forstrom on 
both accounts. 

Checking: 20619 - 20671 
Beginning Balance 
Receipts 
Disbursements 
Ending Balance 
 
Money Market 
Beginning Balance 
Interest/Deposits 
Withdrawals 
Ending Balance 
 
Total Accounts 
 

 
 

 
$112,727.59 

58,480.68 
  -74,692.99 
$96,515.28 

 
 

$16,873.48             
1.05 
0.00 

$16,874.53 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

$96,515.28 
 
 
 
 
 

16,874.53 
 

$113,389.81 
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B. Couri & Ruppe Township Legal Seminar – The Township Legal Seminar 
presented by the Couri & Ruppe Law Office is scheduled for Saturday, 
October 25, 2025, from 9 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Cotton Town Hall. 
MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Keppers, and carried unanimously 
for anyone interested in attending the Couri & Ruppe Township Legal 
Seminar on October 25, 2025, to do so at township expense. Clerk 
McGregor will complete registrations for those interested in attending. 

C. MN Association of Townships (MAT) Invitation to District 10 Meeting – 
MAT’s District 10 Meeting will be held on August 28, 2025, at 5:30 p.m. in 
Grand Lake. 

D. MN Association of Townships (MAT) Invitation to Legislative & Research 
Committee – The MAT Legislative & Research Committee is scheduled for 
Friday, September 12, 2025, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in Mankato. Pre-
registration is strongly encouraged, but on-site registration is also available. 
After discussion, it was determined that Solway will not be attending; 
therefore, no board action was required.   

E. MN Association of Townships (MAT) – Letter of Support Regarding Truck 
Weights – MAT has partnered with the Coalition Against Bigger Trucks 
(CABT) to oppose federal legislation that would raise the national truck 
weight limit from 80,000 to 91,000 pounds to prevent damage to local roads 
and bridges. Minnesota township officers are encouraged by MAT to join 
this effort by signing a letter of support which can be submitted 
electronically. After discussion, no board action was taken on this matter. 

  
VI. OUTSTANDING BILLS – Treasurer Moe reported additional bills for the 

Outstanding Bills List as follows:   
 

 Ascendance Trucks Central - $50.00 (Duplicate MSO card for Unit #2; 2011 
International)  

 Jeffrey Keppers - $25.00 (Lawn Sweeper) 
 

MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Keppers, and carried unanimously to pay 
all bills as listed on the Outstanding Bills List, and any additional bills 
presented by the town treasurer, for a total of $20,205.27.  
 

VII. ROAD  
 

A. Roadside Mowing Tractor Maintenance – Butch Lund reported that all work 
has been completed on the roadside mowing tractor.  

B. Roadside Mowing – On August 5, 2025, Butch Lund submitted his 2025 
Roadside Mowing Record. First round mowing has been completed and the 
second round will soon begin.  

C. Maple Grove Road Construction – The Maple Grove Road Construction 
project has been completed.  

D. St. Louis River Road Resurfacing Project – The St. Louis River Road project 
has been completed.  
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E. Sandberg Road Rock Removal (Between Hwy. #2 & Maple Grove Road) - 
After discussion, it was determined that due to budgetary constraints, the 
rock removal project on the Sandberg Road will be tabled until next spring.  

F. Stone Lake Road – Supervisor Gajewski reported there is a need for about 
10 yards of gravel on the Stone Lake Road turnaround. MOTION by 
Gajewski, seconded by Keppers, and carried unanimously to have 
Sathers deliver ten yards of gravel to the Stone Lake Road turnaround, 
for grading by Bob Rodda.   

G. Hot Mix Blacktop Application Between Hall Front Stairway and Along 
Handicap Ramp – MOTION by Welsh, seconded by Gajewski, and 
carried unanimously to approve up to $1,000 for a hot mix project to 
patch the blacktop running from the front entrance stairway and along 
the handicap ramp.  

H. Gaus Road Culvert/Driveway Deposit Refund (Anderson) – On July 29, 
2025, Supervisor Gajewski approved the Application of Entrance Culvert 
Permit for Jennifer Anderson on the Gaus Road; therefore $50.00 of the 
$100.00 deposit will be returned to Ms. Anderon.  

I. Bailey Road Street Sign – Supervisor Gajewski reported that shortly after 
St. Louis County replaced the missing Bailey Road street sign, it was stolen. 
According to the county, this sign has been replaced three times; however, 
due to safety concerns if the road is not labeled for emergency responders, 
it would delay getting to the emergency room site. The county will install 
another sign.  

J. Dust Control – Jeffrey (Between Hwy. #2 & Maple Grove) & Lindrose Roads 
- MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Welsh, and carried unanimously 
to approve the application of 1,000 gallons of calcium chloride on 
Jeffrey Road between Hwy. #2 and Maple Grove, once the road is 
graded. There have been no dust complaints on Lindrose Road, but 
conditions will continue to be monitored. 

K. St. Louis County 2025-26 Snowplowing Agreement – Notification of 
Solway’s Snowplow Agreement application was received on July 31, 2025. 
The cost for 2025-26 is $1,075.00 per mile and the renewal agreement is 
due by September 15, 2025. MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by 
Keppers, and carried unanimously to agree to the St. Louis County 
2025-26 snowplowing agreement. Clerk McGregor will complete and 
submit the application prior to the September 15th deadline.  

L. St. Louis County Maintenance Programs – 2026 Aggregate Crushing – St. 
Louis County will be continuing their aggregate crushing program and 
townships and cities within the county are invited to participate. If interested, 
the Aggregate Crushing Request forms must be submitted to the county by 
October 15, 2025. After discussion, it was determined that no board action 
will be taken.  

M. Aspenway Road – Terrance Hill, along with other residents on Aspenway 
Road, attended the August meeting to request the township assume 
responsibility for maintenance of Aspenway Road, which is currently a 
private road. The county has been handling snowplowing, Bob Rodda 
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graded the road this summer, and a new culvert was recently added. All 
other roads in the “Woods Addition” are township roads. According to Mr. 
Hill, all residents on the road are in favor of the request for the township to 
assume maintenance responsibility for the road.  
 
After discussion, and there being no objections by the board, Mr. Hill was 
instructed to file a formal request for maintenance of Aspenway Road, 
including signatures of all residents. Once the application has been 
submitted, it will be considered for acceptance at the next regularly 
scheduled board meeting. Prior to making a final decision, the board will 
physically inspect the road and a public informational meeting will be held 
due to the additional cost to the township road fund.  

 
VIII. FIRE DEPARTMENT  

 
A. Department Report – Chief Brandon Porter was unable to attend the August 

meeting, and no department report was provided. 
B. DNR Wildland Matching Grant – Final DNR paperwork has been submitted. 

The expected 2025 DNR Wildland matching grant amount to be received is 
$5,000. 

C. Fire Hall Exterior Lighting – Light bulbs for the side yard lights have been 
purchased and will be replaced as schedules allow. There was no update 
at the August meeting.  

D. Insurance Coverage Analysis – Chief Porter has completed his township 
and fire department insurance review and on June 18, 2025, submitted an 
analysis comparing the individual policies. Chief Porter is confident that the 
MATIT (MN Association of Townships Insurance Trust) policy carried by the 
township offers a complete and cost-effective solution for the fire 
department. By discontinuing the Continental Western Group policy 
currently carried by the fire department, nearly $3,100 in annual premium 
redundancy would be eliminated, without compromising protection. In the 
absence of Chief Porter at the August meeting, this matter will be tabled 
until the September meeting. 

E. Fire Truck Titles (Units #2 & #5) – The township currently does not have 
titles for Units #2 (2011 International) and #5 (2015 F550 Super Duty).  
 
Clerk McGregor reported that she recently contacted Mid-State Truck 
Service (Ascendance Trucks Central) regarding Unit #2 and they were able 
to obtain a Certificate of Origin for a Vehicle from Navistar at a cost of 
$50.00, which will be charged to Solway. Once payment is received, 
Ascendance will provide a Certificate of Origin in Solway’s name.  
 
Attempts to obtain an MSO or Certificate of Origin on Unit #5 have been 
unsuccessful as the dealer the unit was purchased from is no longer in 
business; therefore, a Statement of Facts and photos are required by the 
DMV in order to apply for a title to this unit.  
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F. DNR Emergency Equipment Use - Chief Porter has submitted invoices to 
the MN DNR relating to the Brimson Camp House Fire. Charges include 
$15,655.00 relating to Engine 1 (2005 Pierce Enforcer), and $4,875.00 
relating to Unit #6 (2017 Ford F550).  There was no update at the August 
meeting. 

G. “Fire Department Parking Only” Sign – St. Louis County was able to make 
a new “Fire Department Parking Only” sign for the southeast side of the fire 
hall and it has been received and installed. 

 
IX. RECYCLING 

 
A. Recycling Center Floor Cracks - Horst Blumerich reported that due to the 

high temperatures in August, he will hold off on the epoxy repair of the floor 
cracks until September.  

B. 2025 Resource Renewal (WLSSD) Grant - According to correspondence 
received from WLSSD on August 11, 2025 (dated August 4, 2025), 
Solway’s 2024 annual recycling site report and financial report are 
considered complete and approved. No adjustments were made to the 2025 
grant application, and it was approved in the amount of $11,164.10. Two 
copies of the 2025 Recycling Operations Grant Agreement were received 
for signature and those will be signed and returned to WLSSD. 
 

X. HALL 
 
A. Videoconferencing System – Cord Concealment & User Manuals – 

Supervisor Gajewski reported that Tim Aldrich is scheduled to be at the hall 
tomorrow to complete the video camera cord concealment. At that time, he 
will also be asked for an update regarding user manuals.  

B. Hall Rental for Benefits – There has been recent interest in residents 
utilizing the hall for fundraisers. Hall agreements currently do not allow for 
the hall to be used for business purposes or personal gain. After discussion, 
MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Keppers, and carried unanimously 
that benefits or fundraisers on behalf of a Solway resident, or hosted 
by a Solway resident for family or friends, with all proceeds going to 
the cause, will be permitted, including charging for a meal, selling 
tickets in advance, the sale of raffle tickets, or a silent auction.  

C. Wall Clock Outside Office Door - There was discussion regarding the 
Minnesota wall clock that was previously hanging outside the business 
office. It has been missing for quite some time, and its whereabouts remain 
unknown.  
 

XI. PARK 
 

A. Safety Inspection Report – Supervisor Welsh’s August 11, 2025, report 
reflected a couple of minor items that will be taken care of by maintenance 
staff. A chain on one of the upper playground swings is broken and will be 
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repaired. Maintenance staff were instructed to use their own discretion 
regarding the trimming of tree branches that interfere with groundskeeping 
duties. The first picnic table leading to the pavilion is in poor condition and 
after discussion, it was determined the table will be removed and not 
replaced.   

B. Field Maintenance Report – Horst Blumerich reported that the soccer fields 
are in very good condition. Soil test results were received on July 14, 2025. 
Mr. Blumerich reported that no lime is required at this time; however, some 
nitrogen is needed on the north field. MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by 
Keppers, and carried unanimously to approve the purchase of 120 
pounds of nitrogen at a cost of $78.00 for the north field. Mr. Blumerich 
will pick up the nitrogen and see that it is applied to the field.  

C. Sponsorship Banners – Soccer – On July 10, 2025, Karl Kaldor indicated 
that if sponsorship banners are allowed, the Proctor Futbol Club would be 
responsible for their maintenance, including their removal at the end of each 
season. The banners will be up from May until September. MOTION by 
Gajewski, seconded by Keppers, and carried unanimously to allow 3 
x 5-foot sponsorship banners to be hung on the chain link fence at the 
hall soccer fields, and that Proctor Futbol will be responsible for 
maintenance of the banners, including putting them up and removing 
them at the end of each season.  

D. Park and Trail Hours/Restrictions – In order to deter overnight camping, 
MOTION by Keppers, seconded by Gajewski, and carried unanimously 
to approve up to $200.00 for the purchase of two “Park Closed From 
10PM to 8AM” signs for placement at each of the hall entrances.  

E. Lawn Sweeper – MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Welsh, and carried  
to purchase a used lawn sweeper from Jeff Keppers for $25.00. 
Supervisor Keppers abstained from the vote.  
  

XII. CEMETERY – Horst Blumerich reported that he received many positive comments 
at National Night Out regarding the maintenance at the cemetery.  
 
A. Chain Link Fence – The top rail on the chain link fence north of the Van 

Gassler Road driveway needs repair and this will be looked at to determine 
a best solution.  

 
XIII. COMMITTEES 
 

A. National Night Out – National Night Out was held on Tuesday, August 5, 
2025, and was very well attended. The weather was beautiful and a good 
time was had by all. 
 
Suggestions were made that outdoor seating in the parking lot be provided, 
that the fire department vehicle extraction demo be moved further away 
from the hall entrance to avoid blocking incoming/outgoing traffic, and that 
ice cream be offered in the town hall with the food or offered to attendees 
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on the grounds. Suggestions will be shared with the Special Events 
Committee for 2026 planning.  

 
XIV. OLD BUSINESS   

 
A. Aggregate Tax Audits – Amanda Nelson is conducting aggregate tax audits 

and intends to complete 2019 and 2020 audits by the end of 2025. Ms. 
Nelson did not attend the August meeting, and no updates were received.  

 
B. Hipcamps – Solway Township – Per a July 15, 2025, Decision of the St 

Louis County Board of Adjustment,” Kyle Johnson, at 3775 Munger Shaw 
Road, was denied an after-the-fact variance to allow a 30 foot by 28-foot 
second principal dwelling where there is not sufficient lot area per structure.  

C. MN Power ISA Transmission Project Open House - Minnesota Power 
hosted a second open house at the Solway Town Hall on Thursday, August 
7, 2025, to provide additional information and answer questions regarding 
the proposed routes and study area of the ISA Transmission Line. The 
Open House was well attended.  

D. Insurance Valuations – On July 17, 2025, Clerk McGregor communicated 
with MATIT regarding the discrepancies between the higher building values 
listed on the July 14, 2023, Property Valuation Form and those listed on our 
current policy effective July 1, 2025. Valuations were adjusted the same day 
by MATIT, and an invoice in the amount of $804.00 was received for 
additional premium due.  

E. Megan Wasland - Conditional Use Permit at 6260 Hermantown Road - Per 
an August 4, 2025, “Decision of the St Louis County Planning Commission,” 
Megan Wasland’s conditional use permit to allow a behavioral therapy 
center (Little River Autism) at 6260 Hermantown Road was approved. 

F. Maintenance Garage – Maintenance staff is in the process of going through 
the maintenance garage and compiling a list of items for potential disposal 
for the board’s review. There was no update at the August meeting.  
 

XV. NEW BUSINESS 
    

A. First Aid Kits – Maintenance garage and two kitchens. MOTION by 
Keppers, seconded by Welsh, and carried unanimously to approve the 
purchase of a First Aid kit in the amount of $19.61 for the maintenance 
garage. First Aid kits in the hall kitchens will not be replaced, but restocked 
as necessary.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
Solway Town Board Meeting Minutes 

 August 12, 2025  

Page 8 of 8 
 

XVI. SIGN CHECKS/ADJOURNMENT – MOTION by Keppers, seconded by 
Gajewski, and carried unanimously to adjourn tonight’s meeting with the 
signing of checks. The meeting was adjourned at 9:01 p.m. 

 


