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I. CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

The Solway Town Board meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chairperson 
Jeff Keppers, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Also present were Supervisor 
Ron Gajewski, Clerk Tami McGregor, Deputy Clerk Regena Merritt, Treasurer 
Cindy Moe, Deputy Treasurer Peter Hildre, and six concerned citizens. Supervisor 
Scott Welsh was unable to attend the meeting. 
 

II. CITIZEN REQUESTS/CONCERNS & CONTRACTOR REPORTS 
 

A. Aggregate Tax Audit – Status Update (“Old Business” Item)  
B. Paul Fish, Proposed Hermantown Data Center (“Old Business” Item) 
C. Proposed Groundwater Observation Well at Solway Town Hall - Jacob 

Kolke, a groundwater hydrologist with the DNR, attended the meeting and 
presented information regarding a proposed groundwater observation well 
at the Solway Town Hall site for construction during the summer or fall of 
2026. A town hall site location would be along the Highway #2 tree line near 
the Witte hiking trailhead. An alternative site option would be near the 
maintenance garage and the Maple Grove Road soccer field; however, it 
was determined at the meeting that the maintenance garage proposed site 
would not be ideal for the township. 
 
The DNR well would be used to measure and monitor background 
groundwater levels and would be used to make local and regional 
groundwater management decisions to ensure that we are using our 
groundwater in a sustainable manner.  
 
The DNR would bear all installation costs for the well and sealing costs if 
the well was ever abandoned. Well depth is unknown until the start of 
drilling. Mr. Kolke would be on-site during the project. No power to the well 
would be required as there is no pump in the well, only battery powered 
equipment. There was a question regarding where the state highway right 
of way lies and Mr. Kolke indicated he would obtain those measurements 
for the township.  
 
Prior to the May meeting, Mr. Kolke submitted a proposed access 
agreement regarding the proposed well. The submitted material and 
agreement will be reviewed by the board for discussion at the June meeting.  

D. Ron Johnson – Cartway Matter – Ron Johnson, who resides at 3917 
Jackson Road, attended the meeting regarding an existing cartway 
established by Jonathan Swanson which runs along the edge of his property 
allowing the property owner behind him to gain access to their parcel. 
According to Mr. Johnson, the previous owner sold the property to new 
owners who typically are at the property on weekends only. Mr. Johnson 
would like to see the cartway reverted to a private driveway. After 
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discussion, the board indicated to Mr. Johnson that they will look further into 
this matter for discussion at the June meeting.  
 

III. MINUTES – TOWN BOARD MEETING OF APRIL 14, 2026 
 

MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Keppers, and carried unanimously to 
accept the minutes from the town board meeting of April 14, 2026, as 
presented.  

 
IV. TREASURER’S REPORT– APRIL 30, 2026 
 

MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Keppers, and carried unanimously to 
accept the monthly Treasurer’s Report dated April 30, 2026, as presented.  
  

 

V. CORRESPONDENCE (Requiring Board Action/Discussion) 
 
Note: Correspondence not requiring board action or discussion is available 
for review upon request.  

 
A. Resource Renew – NE MN Regional Solid Waste Mgmt. Plan Amendment 

(04/16/26 Correspondence) - WLSSD has submitted a draft amendment to 
the Northeast Minnesota Regional Solid Waste Management Plan, which 
was originally approved by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency in 2023. 
The amendment was completed due to recent changes in the solid waste 
management system, primarily a change in final landfill destination. A public 
hearing will be held in the WLSSD Board Room at 4:30 p.m. on June 22, 
2026. A public comment period is currently open, and all comments should 
be submitted prior to 4:30 p.m. on June 22, 2026. After discussion, no board 
action was taken.  

B. Mandatory Election Administration Training on May 28, 2026 (04/29/26 
Email) – The St. Louis County Auditor’s Office will be conducting mandatory 
in-person training for clerks and staff that will be administering the 2026 
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state primary and general elections. Clerk McGregor requested 
authorization for herself and Deputy Clerk Merritt to attend the Duluth 
training on May 28, 2026, from 9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. at the St. Louis County 
Public Safety Building.  
 
MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Keppers, and carried unanimously 
that Clerk McGregor and Deputy Clerk Merritt are authorized to attend 
St Louis County’s Mandatory Election Administration Training on May 
28, 2026, at township expense.  

C. MN Association of Townships (MAT) – Town Law Review (05/05/26 Email) 
– MAT’s Town Law Review focuses on more complex areas of township 
governance including land use management, employment law topics, 
ordinance enforcement and other topics. The event is scheduled for June 
5, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. in Otsego, MN. After discussion, it was determined 
that alternatively, the board will attend the annual legal seminar hosted by 
Couri and Ruppe in Cotton. There is no cost for the Couri Ruppe seminar 
and based upon past attendance, it is an excellent seminar.  

D. St. Louis County Noxious Weed Meeting (05/05/26 Email) – St. Louis 
County will host a Noxious Weed Meeting for all local weed inspectors on 
June 2, 2026, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the St. Louis County Public 
Works facility in Virginia. RSVPs are not required but appreciated. Due to a 
scheduling conflict, Butch Lund who is our current weed inspector, is unable 
to attend. Motion by Gajewski, seconded by Keppers, that Supervisor 
Keppers and John McGregor are authorized to attend the training at 
township expense. Clerk McGregor will RSVP to the county. 
  

VI. OUTSTANDING BILLS – Treasurer Moe reported additional bills for the 
Outstanding Bills List as follows: 
 

 Wells Fargo - $40.17 (Credit card late payment fee. Call will be made to 
request credit due to inability for payment to be processed timely due to 
board meetings only once a month.) 

 St. Louis County Association of Townships - $210.00 (Officer dinners for 
05/27/26 annual meeting/election)  

 
MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Keppers, and carried unanimously to pay 
all bills listed on the Outstanding Bills List presented by the town treasurer, 
for a total of $15,253.15.  
 

VII. ROAD  
 

A. Highway #2 Resurfacing Project – MnDOT hosted a public meeting 
regarding the resurfacing project between Highway #194 and the Midway 
Road on April 21, 2026, at the Solway Town Hall. During the project, Jeffrey 
and Sandberg Roads (between Highway #2 and Maple Grove Road) have 
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been designated as “Haul Roads” by MnDOT and they will be responsible 
for maintenance of these roads during the project.  

B. Road Inspection (Roads, Road Signs, Parking Lots & Recreational Courts) 
The town board conducted their road inspection on April 24, 2026, and 
reviewed the report at the meeting, with specific discussion on the following 
items: 
1. Sandberg Road (South of Morris Thomas Road) - The “Dead End” 

sign is faded and needs to be replaced. MOTION by Gajewski, 
seconded by Keppers, and carried unanimously to replace the 
“Dead End” sign located on the Sandberg Road, south of the 
Morris Thomas Road. Clerk McGregor will contact St. Louis 
County Public Works to order a replacement that will be installed by 
the township. 

2. Wargin Road – The school bus stop sign on Wargin Road is faded 
and is no longer necessary. There was discussion that due to 
liability, this sign should be removed. MOTION by Gajewski, 
seconded by Keppers, and carried unanimously to remove the 
school bus stop sign on the Wargin Road. Paul Dunaiski will 
remove the sign.  

3. Grading – The first round of road grading is in progress with Bob 
Rodda.  

4. Brushing – Paul Dunaiski is continuing to work on the road brushing 
project.   

C. Rock Removal – After discussion, it was determined that the rock removal 
project will not be a priority at this time due to budgetary constraints.  

D. Road Contractors – Price lists from Rodda Grading & Excavating, Jake’s 
Companies and Jim Larson Excavating were previously submitted and 
discussed at the April 12th meeting. On April 21, 2026, a letter of introduction 
and available services was received from LCE grading.  
 
On May 11, 2026, Jim Larson submitted additional information and photos 
regarding the addition of a “walk and roll” roller attachment to his graders, 
which improves compaction to extend road life.  
 
MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Keppers, and carried unanimously 
to table road contractor discussion until the June meeting when all 
supervisors are present.  

E. Van Gassler Road – Removal of Willow Branches – There was discussion 
regarding the removal of willow branches on the east side of the Van 
Gassler Road, north of the cemetery. Supervisor Gajewski indicated that 
Bob Rodda estimates a cost of $3,700 to take down and haul away the 
branches. Supervisor Keppers believes the task can be completed by 
township maintenance staff with the assist of his manlift. Removed debris 
can be disposed of in the woods behind the maintenance garage.  
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MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Keppers, and carried unanimously 
that the willow tree branches on the Van Gassler Road will be removed 
by township maintenance staff under the direction of Supervisor 
Keppers. Supervisor Keppers will speak to property owners before 
proceeding with the project and to determine whether they want the wood. 
If so, it will be stacked on the backside of the ditch.  

F. Anderson Driveway Culvert – Woodgate Road - MOTION by Gajewski, 
seconded by Keppers, and carried unanimously to refund $50.00 to 
Steve Anderson following Supervisor Gajewski’s May 13, 2026, final 
inspection of a driveway culvert at 4476 Woodgate Road. 

G. Van Gassler Road Ditch – Supervisor Gajewski will be meeting with 
Mediacom on Friday, May 15, 2026, to resolve the issues regarding rock 
removal from the ditch on the east side of the Van Gassler Road near the 
David Larson residence. 
 

VIII. FIRE DEPARTMENT –Chief Brandon Porter attended the May meeting, and the 
following updates were provided.  
 
A. Membership Update – The department currently has 13 members, with one 

interviewed just prior to tonight’s meeting. 
B. Equipment Update – All equipment is currently working well. 
C. Call Activity – Calls this month have been slow, which is a good thing. 
D. DNR Wildland Matching Grant – The expected 2025 DNR grant amount to 

be received is $5,000. There was no update at the May meeting. 
E. Exterior Lighting – Perimeter lighting bulb replacement has been 

completed. Replacement of lighting on the south wall signage is pending.  
 

IX. RECYCLING 
 
A. Recycling Center Update - Loni Blumerich attended the May meeting on 

behalf of Horst Blumerich and indicated there was nothing to report. John 
McGregor is currently covering for Mr. Blumerich until the end of the month.  

B. Resource Renew/WLSSD Grant Request – The 2025 Solid Waste Grant 
Annual Report, Annual Recycling Operations Grant Financial Report, and 
2026 Grant Program Application were submitted by Clerk McGregor on April 
24, 2026. (2026 Request: $12,333.87; 2025 Request: $11,164.10) 

 
X. HALL 

 
A. Videoconferencing System – User Manuals – Tim Aldrich has completed 

the lower-level system manual and continues to work on the upper-level 
manual. There was nothing significant to report at the May meeting; 
however, Mr. Aldrich is hoping to work on manuals later this week. 

B. Flower Bed Soil – Additional soil is needed in the flower bed on the south 
side of the town hall. Paul Dunaiski and Supervisor Keppers will complete 
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this project. Supervisor Keppers has purchased the soil and it will be added 
to the bed prior to planting at the end of the month.  
 

XI. PARK 
 

A. Safety Inspection Report – Supervisor Welsh’s May 7, 2026, Safety 
Inspection Report reflected that two of the septic holding tank covers are 
cracked, sweeping needs to be done under the softball field dugouts, and 
some repairs are needed on the northwest corner of the cemetery. After 
discussion it was determined that Supervisor Keppers will measure the 
septic tank covers and contact Larry Shelton regarding replacements, and 
that John McGregor will take care of cleaning out the dugouts and picking 
up the loose sod alongside the driveway leading into the fields.  

B. Field Maintenance/Use Report – The softball teams have begun practices 
at the hall field. The new soccer nets for the U12 field at the hall were 
received today and will be installed this week. Proctor Futbol planned to 
discuss the purchase of support straps for the soccer goals at their meeting 
on May 5, 2026. Lines were painted on May 6, 2026, and the nets were 
brought out on the Maple Grove Road field. Proctor Futbol was given the 
okay to begin using the Maple Grove Road field beginning the week of May 
11th. The small soccer field needs to be set up and Supervisor Gajewski 
and Paul Dunaiski will take care of this tomorrow. Supervisor Keppers will 
put up the nets on the big field at the town hall.  

C. Portable John – Seasonal Units – The Portable John seasonal units were 
dropped off on April 28, 2026. 

D. Cub Cadet Mower – Prior to the meeting, information was submitted by 
Horst Blumerich regarding a 42” Cub Cadet riding lawn mower at L&M Fleet 
Supply, at a cost of $3,299, which includes a $100 discount. MOTION by 
Gajewski, seconded by Keppers, and carried unanimously to table the 
discussion on the Cub Cadet mower until the June meeting.  

E. Recreational Courts – Pickleball/tennis and volleyball nets need to be set 
up and Supervisor Gajewski, Paul Dunaiski and John McGregor will take 
care of this tomorrow. 
 

XII. CEMETERY 
 

A. Memorial Day Observance – The Memorial Day Observance at the Solway 
Cemetery will be held on Monday, May 25, 2026, at noon. Paul Dunaiski 
will put out the main cemetery flag and turn on the solar light. He will also 
see that the small flags at the cemetery and pavilion are placed the 
weekend prior to Memorial Day.  

B. Cemetery Gates - Peter Hildre will begin working on the Maple Grove Road 
cemetery gates this week.  
 

XIII. COMMITTEES – There was nothing to report on committees at the May meeting. 
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XIV. OLD BUSINESS   
 

A. Aggregate Tax Audits – Amanda Nelson is conducting aggregate tax audits. 
Ms. Nelson did not attend the May meeting and no updates were provided. 
Current audit status is as follows: 
 Coons Aggregate – Due to an office fire, 2019 records are not available. 

Coons now has two partners and contact information will be forwarded 
to Clerk McGregor for the township records. Ms. Nelson will resend her 
original letter and enclose a copy of the introductory letter sent by the 
township. Coons’ current contact will provide 2020 records to Ms. 
Nelson once authorized to do so by new management. 

 Kivi, Mark – Ms. Nelson has connected with Mr. Kivi, and he will be 
providing 2019 and 2020 records. 

 KTM Paving – The 2019 audit has been completed and $1,058.45 is 
owed in delinquent tax. Ms. Nelson believes that written notice of the 
2019 audit was sent to KTM on November 19, 2025, with payment to the 
township due by March 31, 2026. The 2020 audit has been completed, 
with minimal discrepancies within allowable amounts, with no payment 
due. Ms. Nelson will provide copies of the KTM 2019 and 2020 audit 
result letters to the township for their file. 

 Lindquist, James – Ms. Nelson has connected with Mr. Lindquist and is 
in the process of scheduling a meeting. 

 Northland Constructors – Missing August and September 2019 records 
and 2020 records have been submitted, and audits for both years may 
now be completed. 

 One North – No action will be taken until the commencement of 2022 
audits, the year One North purchased the pit. 

 Pit 56 – Pit 56 records for 2019 have been submitted and 2020 records 
are ready to be picked up. 

 Sathers Construction & Excavating – Records are missing for the 
second quarter of 2019; however, Sathers has indicated that they have 
submitted everything they have. At the January meeting, Ms. Nelson 
was instructed to utilize an average of the second quarter for the 
preceding three to four years to complete the 2019 audit. The 2020 audit 
has been completed, with no payment due. Ms. Nelson will send a copy 
of the audit result letters for each year to the township for their file. 

 Shelton Excavating – Ms. Nelson is in the process of scheduling a 
meeting with Mr. Shelton. 

 
There have been no updates since the township’s April 15, 2026, email 
request. Supervisor Keppers indicated that he will attempt to contact Ms. 
Nelson by phone for an update. 

B. Proposed Hermantown Data Center – On April 27, 2026, correspondence 
was received from Allison Hafften regarding the recently announced Tax 
Abatement Agreement between the City of Hermantown and Harmony, 
LLC. According to Ms. Hafften, the agreement made mention of an 
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anticipated abatement agreement with St. Louis County, and she expressed 
concern regarding decreased revenue that would in turn affect Solway 
residents. Although Ms. Hafften urged the town board to submit information 
to Hermantown prior to their May 4th vote regarding the abatement 
agreement, the board was unable to take any action due to the next town 
board meeting not occurring until May 12, 2026.  
 
Paul Fish, a Solway resident, attended the meeting indicating that 
Hermantown has tabled the tax abatement matter for now, and he is 
concerned that should they not allow the data center in Hermantown, 
Solway Township could be considered as an alternative site. If that were to 
occur, he asked whether the township or county would have decision 
making authority. Mr. Fish was informed that if that were to occur, the county 
would handle any permitting on behalf of the township, with the township’s 
input, and involvement by the township attorney since any actions by the 
township could be legally challenged.  

C. MN Association of Townships – Spring Short Courses – The township 
supervisors, Clerk McGregor, and Treasurer Moe attended the MN 
Association of Townships Spring Short Courses on April 17, 2026, in 
Carlton. Although the Clerk/Treasurer’s training was somewhat 
disappointing this year, the supervisors felt their training was beneficial. 

D. Local Board of Appeal & Equalization (LBAE) Meeting – Solway Township’s 
Local Board of Appeal meeting was held on May 6, 2026. Seven parties 
attended in-person and correspondence from one resident was received 
and reviewed. Clerk McGregor has received the minutes from St. Louis 
County and letters will go out by the end of the week.  
 
The common theme with residents was that increases are not acceptable. 
Supervisor Gajewski recommended that taxpayers contact our legislators 
regarding the issue of arbitrary tax increases, unfunded mandates, and 
some type of property tax freeze for seniors. After discussion, it was 
determined that the board will reach out to legislators in January. This topic 
will also be brought up at our St Louis County and Duluth Association of 
Township meetings in December.  

E. Kyle Miklasz - Conditional Use Permit (CUP) - Big Sky Barnhouse – Based 
upon resident concerns raised at Solway’s April 14, 2026, board meeting, a 
Complaint Form was completed by the township and filed with the St. Louis 
County Planning and Zoning Office on April 16, 2026. 
 
A CUP application from Kyle Miklasz was received from the county on May 
11, 2026, for consideration at their June 11, 2026, Planning Commission 
Meeting, regarding property at 4213 Van Gassler Road. Mr. Miklasz is 
applying for a change in use from a single-family home to a short-term 
rental, with 40% occupancy, up to 30 guests for family reunions, including 
a helipad for pickup/drop off tours from Lake Superior helicopters, ATV 
rental on site, hot tub, sauna, arcade machines, kids’ playground and slide. 
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Proposed hours of operation are 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., Monday through 
Sunday. Parking is estimated at 10 vehicles or less, with ample parking for 
50 or more vehicles on the existing gravel driveway. 
 
Any comments submitted by the township must be accompanied with an 
official Town Board resolution outlining the Town’s response to the 
conditional use permit request. An official notification of the hearing date, 
time, place and staff report will be sent to the township approximately two 
weeks prior to the meeting.  
 
MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Keppers, and carried unanimously 
to prepare a draft resolution for the June meeting containing Solway 
Township’s comments for submission to St. Louis County for their 
June 11, 2026, Planning Commission Meeting regarding the 
Conditional Use Permit application of Kyle Miklasz regarding property 
at 4213 Van Gassler Road.  
 

XV. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Duluth Association of Townships (DAT) Meeting and Picnic – The next DAT 
meeting is scheduled for May 21, 2026, at the Grand Lake Town Hall. The 
meeting will start at 6:30 p.m., with a BBQ preceding the meeting at 6:00 
p.m. A head count was taken at the meeting and Clerk McGregor will RSVP 
to the DAT secretary. 

B. SLC Association of Townships (SLCAT) Annual Meeting/Dinner – The 
SLCAT 2026 Annual Meeting and Election are scheduled for May 27, 2026, 
at the Cotton Community Center. There will be a meet/greet segment from 
5:30-6:00 p.m., an election of officers and meeting from 6:00–6:30 p.m., and 
dinner at 6:30 p.m., with a guest speaker from the St. Louis County 
Surveyor’s Office. A head count was taken at the meeting and Clerk 
McGregor will RSVP to the SLCAT Secretary. 

C. Tables & Chairs – There was discussion regarding two missing tables in the 
recreation center garage. Since reservations were made some time ago for 
eight tables at the end of May, Paul Dunaiski and John McGregor will take 
two of the extra tables from the hall furnace room to replace the missing 
tables.  

D. Township Policies & Job Descriptions – Supervisor Gajewski suggested 
that current township policies and job descriptions be reviewed and updated 
as necessary. Policies and job descriptions will be distributed to the board 
prior to the June meeting for review and discussion at that time.  
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XVI. SIGN CHECKS/ADJOURNMENT – MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by 
Keppers, and carried unanimously to adjourn tonight’s meeting with the 
signing of checks. The meeting was adjourned at 9:53 p.m. 

 


