Solway Town Board Meeting Minutes
February 14, 2023

CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

The Solway Town Board Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chairperson
Scott Welsh, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Also present were Supervisor
Ron Gajewski, Clerk Tami McGregor, Treasurer Cindy Moe, and three concerned
citizens. Supervisor Clare Stromlund was not present at the meeting.

MINUTES:

MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Welsh, and carried unanimously to
approve the minutes from the Town Board Meeting of January 10, 2023, as
presented.

TREASURER’S REPORTS: DECEMBER 31, 2022 (FINAL) & January 31, 2023
MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Welsh, and carried unanimously to
accept the FINAL Treasurer’s report dated December 31, 2022.

Checking:19180-19219

Beginning Balance $310,106.59

Receipts 126,708.96

Disbursements -34,698.29

Ending Balance $402,117.26 $402,117.26
Money Market

Beginning Balance $109,370.85

Interest/Deposits 71.14

Withdrawals 0.00

Ending Balance $109,441.99 $109,441.99
Total Accounts $511,559.25

MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Welsh, and carried unanimously to
accept the Treasurer’s report dated January 31, 2023.

Checking:19220-19269

Beginning Balance $402,117.26
Receipts 12,101.96
Disbursements -95,723.54
Ending Balance $318,495.68 $318,495.68
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Money Market

Beginning Balance $109,441.99
Interest/Deposits 185.12 $109,627.11
Withdrawals 0.00
Ending Balance $109,627.11 $428,122.79

Total Accounts

INCOMING CORRESPONDENCE

01/11

01/12

01/12

01/13

01/10

01/16

01/17

01/23

01/24

01/24

01/25

01/25

SLC Assessor’s Office, Local Board of Appeal and Equalization (LBAE)
-Tentative 2023 Notice of LBAE Meeting Schedule. Solway meeting
scheduled for Thursday, 05/11/23 (4:00-5:00 PM).

MN Dept. of Revenue, Board of Appeal and Equalization Training —
Certificate of completion received for Clare Stromlund. Training
successfully completed on 01/12/23. Certification expires 07/01/26.
Boundary and Annexation Survey — Request received for 2023 Boundary
and Annexation Survey. Survey completed and submitted on 01/12/23.
SLC Public Health, Edible THC Info — Information regarding implications
of legalization of sale of THC edible products in MN effective 07/01/23.
No Board action necessary or taken.

James Lindquist - 2022 Fourth Quarter Aggregate Material Tax
Reporting Form and payment received. (Not in packet)

Northland Constructors of Duluth - 2022 Fourth Quarter Aggregate
Material Tax Reporting Form and payment received. (Not in packet)
SLC Planning & Community Development - Draft Subsurface Sewage
Treatment System (SSTS) Ordinance 61 Amendments — Notice of Public
Hearing on 03/09/23 on proposed amendments. Confirmation of receipt
of notice sent to SLC on 01/24/23 by Clerk McGregor.

Minnesota Association of Townships (MAT) — “Notice of Township Day
at the Capitol” on 02/01 and 02/02, and “Spring Short Courses 2023”
received.

Jim Sathers - 2022 Fourth Quarter Aggregate Material Tax Reporting
Form received, without payment. Letter to Mr. Sathers on 01/10, and
payment received on 01/24. (Not in packet)

Members Cooperative Credit Union — Info regarding CD rates received
for consideration by Township. MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by
Welsh and carried unanimously that we will not make any changes
to our current investments. Clerk McGregor will inform Mr. Sikkink.
MN Dept of Revenue, Board of Appeal and Equalization Training —
Certificate of completion received for Scott Welsh. Training successfully
completed on 01/16/23. Certification expires 07/01/26.

Minnesota Association of Townships (MAT) — 2023 Legislative Agenda
for “Township Day at the Capitol”
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VI.

01/27

01/30

01/31

01/31

01/31

02/08

02/10

02/13

02/14

Solway Town Board Meeting Minutes
February 14, 2023

MN Department of Revenue — Aggregate Tax Information Report —
Request for 2022 report; report due by 03/01/23.

SLC Association of Townships (SLCAT) — Notices from SLCAT 01/25
meeting. Replacements sought for Metropolitan Intrastate Council (MIC)
and Community Development Board Grant (CDBG) board positions. St.
Louis County Days will be held on 02/08 and 02/09.

Shelton Excavating - 2022 Fourth Quarter Aggregate Material Tax
Reporting Form and payment received. (Not in packet)

MN Management & Budget — Advance notice of Pay Equity Report Due
01/31/24. Addt'l info will be received in November 2023. No action
required at this time.

DeCaigny Excavating - 2022 Fourth Quarter Aggregate Material Tax
Reporting Form received; no payment due. (Not in packet)

North State Services/Waste Mgmt. — Announcement regarding sale of
North States Services to Waste Mgmt. effective 02/01/23. (Discussed
under “New Business”)

MN Assoc. of Townships Insurance Trust (MATIT) — Notice of Trust being
a victim of an e-business theft during a wire transfer.

SLC Agricultural Inspector — Noxious weed updates and links to
educational power points received via email. Copy of email forwarded to
Leonard Lund, Solway Weed Inspector.

Pit 56 - 2022 Fourth Quarter Aggregate Material Tax Reporting Form and
payment received. (Not in packet)

OUTSTANDING BILLS: Treasurer Moe reported additional bills for the
Outstanding Bills List as follows:

Revision on Page 1 — Quill (Revised to $157.05; sales tax removed)
Keith Anderson — $2,637.50 (Snow Removal & Sanding)
Como Oil — $1,730.24 (Fire Hall)

Como Oil — $1,252.98 (Town Hall)

Katie Eagle — $125.00 (Hall Deposit Refund)

Adam Ross - $120.00 (Rink Flooding 01/10/24 - 02/13/24)
Kyle Kulaszeqicz - $30.00 (Rink Flooding 01/10/24 - 02/13/24)
Blake Mullen - $37.50 (Rink Flooding 01/10/24 - 02/13/24)
Jennifer Sippo - $37.50 (Rink Flooding 01/10/24 - 02/13/24)
KC Barter - $105.00 (Rink Flooding 01/10/24 - 02/13/24)

Kyle Mullen - $15.00 (Rink Flooding 01/10/24 - 02/13/24)

MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Welsh and carried unanimously to pay
all bills as listed on the Outstanding Bills List, and additional bills presented
by the Town Treasurer, for a total amount of $39,536.36.

CITIZEN REQUESTS AND CONCERNS: There were no citizen requests or
concerns.
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VIl.  ROAD:

A.

Highway #2 Driveway Access — Following discussion at the December 2022
meeting, Victor Lund, St. Louis County Traffic Engineer, acknowledged
there are significant challenges to two of the previously submitted concepts
(#1 & #2) due to firefighter parking, electrical and septic system issues.

Per an email update received from Mr. Lund on February 14, 2023, his
project team is evaluating another option that they would like to present to
the Town Board. It is expected that the presentation for this concept will be
completed within the next couple of weeks and Mr. Lund will tentatively plan
to present it at the March 21, 2023, Board meeting.

Motor Grader Packer Attachment — Information received by Supervisor
Gajewski from a vendor in follow-up to the MN Association of Townships
Annual meeting last October, was passed along to Bob Rodda who grades
for the Township. Mr. Rodda was not interested in this piece of equipment
due to the cost and high maintenance of equipment when used in
conjunction with roads treated with calcium chloride.

Strom Road Sanding Request — Tyler Johnson requested that the Strom
Road be sanded, including his driveway, based upon a turnaround
agreement with the Township. MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Welsh
and carried unanimously to sand the Strom Road as needed.
Supervisor Gajewski will contact Andy Olson with St. Louis County Public
Works to see that this is taken care of, and Clerk McGregor will update Mr.
Johnson.

VIIl.  FIRE DEPARTMENT:

A.

Department Report — Chief Porter reported that they have been busy with
calls. He is working to partner with several other area battalion chiefs to
establish larger scale trainings, and Solway has been assisting Cloquet on
some of their calls. Due to weather conditions, the ice rink is not being
maintained at this time. Weather permitting, the Department will make every
effort to have the rink prepared for Winter Fun Day on March 5.

Building Signage Update —At the January meeting, Chief Porter provided
an all-inclusive quote in the amount of $4,900 (excluding sales tax) for
signage on the south and west sides of the Fire Hall. The Department would
also like to install some type of sign on the east side of the building. There
was discussion regarding colors and Chief Porter was asked to provide
images of a couple designs. Sign lighting will be synced with the exterior
lighting. MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Welsh and carried
unanimously to pursue the purchase of a sign from Eagleview
Metalworks corresponding to the price of $4,900 based upon the quote
that was presented on February 14, 2023, and pending selection of
color scheme.
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C. Rental/Service Contracts — The 2023 Fire Hall and Vehicle leases are
complete and paid in full. Signatures have been obtained, with the exception
of Supervisor Stromlund, and Clerk McGregor will follow-up to get that.

D. DNR Grant — Wildland Fire Gear — Fire gear obtained via this matching
grant, not to exceed $5,000, will be used to replace out of date gear at a
total cost of $17,551.09. The total grant amount is $10,000. At the January
meeting, the Township approved payment for $17,551.09 payable to SVFD.
Upon completion of the grant, the DNR will reimburse $5,000, and those
funds will be returned to the Township. All gear listed in the grant has been
purchased and some has already been received.

E. Fire Protection Issues (Insurance) — There is a possibility that the Township
may be exploring other insurance options. Chief Porter has requested
insurance information to be sure that the Township and Fire Department
are not purchasing duplicative coverage. Removable equipment on the
trucks is insured by the Fire Department. Chief Porter will bring the
Department’s policy in so that coverages can be compared.

RECYCLING: The 2023 WLSSD grant was submitted on January 16, 2023,
requesting $10,155.57. Recycling Attendant, Horst Blumerich has been
unsuccessful in timing WLSSD pick-ups so that he could be at the shed to remove
snow on the sides and rear of the dumpsters. Mr. Blumerich requested two bags
of #2 poultry grit and two bags of salt to prevent slips and de-ice, and these will be
picked up.

HALL:

A Office and Upstairs Kitchen Flooring — The kitchen flooring was installed on
January 26™ and the office flooring on February 7" and 8™. Final payment
will be made upon receipt of an invoice. Total cost for both floors was
$5,986.00.

B. Video Conferencing Equipment Update — It was discovered that ESC
Systems in Proctor no longer provides this type of service. ESC Systems
referred Supervisor Gajewski to National Audio Video, but to date, they
have not returned messages.

DADS Electronics came to the Hall and submitted proposals that were
received on February 10, 2023. Their estimate for the upstairs is $8,349.35,
and $7,099.45 for the basement.

Rick Flesvig has evaluated the electrical situation and did not see any
concerns. He also did not see any issues in running electrical for the system
from an extra cabinet in the kitchen.

Butch Lund recommended an additional provider, Tim Aldrich (Audio

Systems), who is located within the Township. Supervisor Gajewski will
contact Audio Systems to see if they are interested in submitting a proposal.
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XI.

XII.

XIIl.

XIV.

XV.

C.
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Security Camera Repair Update — Red-D-Electric — Per Supervisor
Gajewski, Rick Flesvig of Red-D-Electric recommended the affected
camera needs to be replaced and it is on order.

PARK:

A.

Todd Signs Electronic Message Insert Update — The ThinkSign electronic
message insert was installed on January 26, 2023, and it has been
operating very well.

Safety Inspection Report Update — Supervisor Gajewski reported that there
were no issues included on the February 2, 2023, report.

Tennis/Volleyball Net Update — A quote in the amount of $375.90, including
shipping, was received from Summit Supply in Colorado. MOTION by
Welsh, seconded by Gajewski and carried unanimously to order tennis
and volleyball nets from Summit Supply as quoted.

Sand Digger Equipment — Needs Repair — Leon Forstrom will look into
making repairs on this equipment in the Spring.

Warming Shed Attendant — The Township is looking for a warming shed
attendant to work from 1:00 to 6:00 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays when
weather allows for the skating rink to be open. Effective January 10, 2023,
wages were increased from $11.50 to $15.00 per hour. Supervisor Gajewski
reported that Veronica Priolo, previous Rink Attendant, is not interested in
the position at this time, and there has been no other interest.

CEMETERY: Nothing to report

COMMITTEES:

A.

Special Events - Winter Fun Day (03/05/23 from 1:00 — 5:00 p.m.) — Notices
were sent by Clerk McGregor informing Special Events Committee
members of the planning meeting scheduled for Tuesday, February 21,
2023, at 6:30 p.m.

OLD BUSINESS:

A.

Minnesota Power HVDC Terminal Modernization Informational Meeting -
Minnesota Power hosted an Open House on January 11, 2023, from 6:00-
7:30 p.m. at the Town Hall. The meeting was well attended by about 50
people. The informal set-up allowed residents to personally interact with MN
Power representatives. There will be additional meetings in the future and
residents will be kept informed as information is received.

NEW BUSINESS:

A.

Township Election Judge Appointments — Three election judges and one
alternate are needed for the Township Election on March 14, 2023.
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MOTION by Welsh, seconded by Gajewski and carried unanimously to
appoint Bonnie Siiro, Leon Forstrom, Amy Johnson and Leonard
Lund, to serve as election judges, and alternate, for the March 14, 2023
Township election, and that the Clerk may appoint election judges to
fill vacancies should they occur.

Absentee Ballot Board Appointment Resolution — MOTION by Gajewski,
seconded by Welsh and carried unanimously to adopt Resolution
#2023-2-Appointing Absentee Ballot Board for March Township
Election as follows:

SOLWAY TOWNSHIP RESOLUTION #2023-2
Appointing Absentee Ballot Board for March Township Election

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes Section 203B.121, Subd.1 requires the
town board, as the governing body of the town, to appoint a ballot board to
process all absentee ballots returned to the town clerk for the town election
scheduled to be held on Tuesday, March 14, 2023; and

WHEREAS, the ballot board must consist of election judges trained in the
handling of absentee ballots, or staff trained as election judges; and

WHEREAS, even though only two members are required to meet whenever
an absentee ballot needs to be processed, the ballot board must consist of
at least the same number of members as the minimum number of required
election judges for the town election, which pursuant to Minnesota Statutes
Section 204B.22 has been determined to be four for the March 14, 2023
election for the Town of Solway; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board for the Town of Solway has appointed its
election judges for the March 14, 2023 election as required by Minnesota
Statutes Section 204B.21,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Town Board for the Town
of Solway hereby appoints the following election judges to serve as the
ballot board required to perform all duties required in the processing of
absentee ballots required under Minnesota Statutes Section 203B.121 and
all other applicable statutes and rules:

Leon Forstrom
Leonard Lund
Tami McGregor
Bonnie Siiro

Supervisor Welsh moved the adoption of the resolution, seconded by

Supervisor Gajewski, and it was declared adopted on the 14th day of
February 2023 upon the following votes:
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Yeas: 2
Nays: 0
Absent: 1

Citizen of the Year Nomination — Correspondence received from Darlene
Miller on February 13, 2023, nominating Leroy “Boo” Hanson as 2023
Solway Citizen of the Year. MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Welsh
and carried unanimously to accept the nomination for Leroy “Boo”
Hanson to be named as 2023 “Solway Citizen of the Year.” Clerk
McGregor will make arrangements for engraving the name plate on the
Town Hall perpetual plaque and purchase of a personal plaque through
Advantage Emblem. Mr. Hanson will be honored at the March 14, 2023,
Annual Meeting.

Damage to Downstairs Faucets — Kim Kuehl, who cleans the Town Hall,
had informed Clerk McGregor that the finish on the faucets and urinal in the
downstairs bathrooms were damaged by the cleaning product she used that
was supplied by the Township. The damage to the urinal was minimal. Leon
Forstrom will see what he can do to minimize the damage. MOTION by
Gajewski, seconded by Welsh and carried unanimously that if the
faucets need to be replaced, it will be handled internally, with no
charge to Ms. Kuehl.

Garbage Service Proposals — North States Services was purchased by
Waste Management effective February 1, 2023, with no change in service
level or pricing. Proposals from Cloquet Sanitary Service and A-1 Disposal
were obtained. We will continue with Waste Management due to their
charges being the lowest; however, should there be an increase in the
future, other proposals will once again be reviewed.

Northland Fire & Safety — Service, maintenance and re-certification of
portable fire extinguishers and C02 tanks were performed on February 13,
2023. Some units needed to be recharged, with loaner units left in their
place, until the originals are returned.

Basketball/Tennis Court — Supervisor Gajewski recommended a blacktop
overlayment on the basketball/tennis court. It was agreed that he will obtain
an estimate for this project.

Representative Natalie Zeleznikar — A verbal request was made by
Representative Zeleznikar to publish capitol news updates in our
newsletter. After discussion, it was determined that we will not be able to
accommodate this request due to space limitations in our newsletter. Clerk
McGregor will inform Representative Zeleznikar, and also let her know that
her contact information will be included in the packets that are distributed
on Election Day and at our Annual Meeting.

Annual Meeting Packet Fund Reports — Copies of the Fund Reports from
the 2022 Annual Meeting Packet were given to the Board for their review
and updated goals prior to the 2023 packets being prepared.

ThinkSign Electronic Messaging Center Usage — There was discussion as
to whether postings relating to personal hall rental events will be displayed
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on the ThinkSign Electronic Messaging Center. It was determined that for
now, we will limit the use of the sign to Township business/events; however,
this may be revisited in the future.

K. Insurance — There was discussion regarding our current insurance
coverage through the Minnesota Association of Townships Insurance Trust
and whether they are the best option for the Township. MOTION by
Gajewski, seconded by Welsh and carried unanimously to explore the
possibility of a new insurance carrier for the Township.

XVI. BOARD OF AUDIT — MOTION by Welsh, seconded by Gajewski and carried
unanimously to conduct the Board of Audit immediately following the
meeting.

XVIl. SIGN CHECKS/ADJOURNEMENT

MOTION by Welsh, seconded by Gajewski and carried unanimously to
adjourn tonight’s meeting with the signing of checks. The meeting was
adjourned at 8:37 p.m.

BOARD OF AUDIT - Supervisors Welsh and Gajewski attended the Board of Audit in
person at the Solway Town Hall immediately following adjournment of the regular Town
Board meeting. Supervisor Stromlund was absent. After review of the Clerk’s and
Treasurer’s books, no issues or discrepancies were found.
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