Solway Town Board Meeting Minutes
February 10, 2026

CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Solway Town Board meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chairperson
Scott Welsh, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Also present were Supervisors
Jeffrey Keppers and Ronald Gajewski, Clerk Tami McGregor, Treasurer Cindy
Moe, and seven concerned citizens.

CITIZEN REQUESTS/CONCERNS & CONTRACTOR REPORTS

A Aggregate Tax Audit — Status Update (“Old Business” ltem)

B. Tim Rohweder, Superintendent, Proctor Public Schools — Mr. Rohweder
attended the meeting to introduce himself and discuss the partnership
between the township and school district. The strategic plan summarized
by Mr. Rohweder has four focus areas including: student success and
learning, communication and engagement, belonging and connection, and
facilities and access. It is Mr. Rohweder’s intent to periodically attend
township meetings to exchange information and concerns.

Mr. Rohweder was asked about student security and indicated there is a
law enforcement resource officer in the elementary, middle and high
schools, approximately 20 hours per week, with random hours and at school
events as requested. The school district also partners with the resource
officer regarding bullying/cyber bullying issues.

Mr. Rohweder indicated that a school representative will attend the
township’s annual meeting, and that the school’s mascot, the “Rowdy Rail”
can be requested to participate in other township events.

MINUTES - TOWN BOARD MEETING OF JANUARY 13, 2026

MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Keppers, and carried unanimously to
accept the minutes from the town board meeting of January 13, 2026, as
presented.

TREASURER’S REPORT- DECEMBER 31, 2025 (FINAL) & JANUARY 31, 2026
MOTION by Gajewski, seconded by Keppers, and carried unanimously to

accept the monthly Treasurer’s Report dated December 31, 2025 (Final), as
presented.

Checking: 20843 — 20881

Beginning Balance $36,311.20
Receipts 133,673.36
Disbursements -18,335.36
Ending Balance $151,649.20 $151,649.20

Page 1 of 9



Solway Town Board Meeting Minutes
February 10, 2026

Money Market

Beginning Balance $16,917.05
Interest/Deposits 13.11
Withdrawals 0.00
Ending Balance $16,930.16 16,930.16
Total Accounts $168,579.36

MOTION by Keppers, seconded by Gajewski, and carried unanimously to
accept the monthly Treasurer’s Report dated January 31, 2026, as presented.

Checking: 20882 — 20928

Beginning Balance $151,649.20

Receipts 12,778.25

Disbursements -50,482.94

Ending Balance $113,944.51 $113,944.51
Money Market

Beginning Balance $16,930.16

Interest/Deposits 0.00

Withdrawals 0.00

Ending Balance $16,930.16 16,930.16
Total Accounts $130,874.67

CORRESPONDENCE (Requiring Board Action/Discussion)

Note: Correspondence not requiring board action or discussion available for
review upon request.

A

Joshua Brinkman, SLC Sheriff's Office — SLC Hazard Mitigation Plan
(02/06/26 Email) — St. Louis County Sheriffs Office Emergency
Management is commencing work on the update of the St. Louis County
Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMP). Townships are encouraged to post the
Sheriff Office’s February 5, 2026, News Release informing county
residents, community leaders, business owners, area agencies and
organizations of an opportunity to share how severe weather events impact
their property and lives, and to share ideas on how to reduce local impacts
in the future. Posting information should be reported to St. Louis County via
an on-line link provided in their email.

After discussion, it was determined that the News Release will be posted
on the website and in the town hall and reported to the county. Depending
on space, a condensed version may also be included in the April newsletter.
Stephanie Hemphill — Invasive Species Resource for Newsletter/\WWebsite
(02/02/26 _Email) — Ms. Hemphill works with the Greater Duluth Area
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Collaborative Invasive Species Management Area (CISMA) and has been
providing brief monthly informative articles for area township newsletters
and websites highlighting species of concern and control recommendations.
There is no charge for the information, and townships can be added upon
request. Following discussion, it was determined the clerk will request that
Solway be added to Ms. Hemphill’'s email distribution list.

C. U.S. Census Bureau - 2026 Boundary and Annexation Survey (02/05/26
Email) — The U.S. Census Bureau is now conducting the 2026 Boundary
and Annexation Survey (BAS). BAS is a voluntary survey, with participation
strongly encouraged. The Census Bureau uses boundary information for
data collection, tabulation, and dissemination for the decennial census and
many other censuses and surveys. Correct boundaries ensure
governments receive funds appropriately and have the best data available
for their decision-making processes. After discussion, it was determined
that Clerk McGregor will complete and submit the survey.

OUTSTANDING BILLS - Treasurer Moe reported additional bills for the
Outstanding Bills List as follows:

e Brandon Porter - $2,819.77 (Reimbursement for Transwest Trucks of
Superior, Invoice #096S623048 dated 02/10/26, for engine-power plant
work on 2015 Ford F550 Rescue Unit #5)

e Clarissa Ek - $25.00 (Return Hall Deposit; DOE: 01/25/26)

MOTION by Welsh, seconded by Keppers, and carried unanimously to pay
all bills listed on the Outstanding Bills List presented by the town treasurer,
for a total of $17,147.37.

ROAD

A 2025 Local Road Improvement Program (LRIP) — Jeffrey Road - Solway’s
application was submitted to MN State Aid by LHB on December 8, 2025.
The LRIP Advisory Committee meets to review/recommend applications on
March 12, 2026, and awards are anticipated to be announced on March 30,
2026.

B. Hwy. #2 Resurfacing Project (Between Hwy. #194 & Midway Road) —
According to MnDOT’s January 8, 2026, correspondence, they will be
completing a pavement resurfacing project on Hwy. #2 between Hwy. #194
and Midway Road from June to August 2026. The work will require a detour
for Hwy #2 through traffic on Hwy. #194 to Midway Road. MnDOT will host
a public meeting in April with additional information regarding project timing
and staging.

C. Township Sanding (St. Louis County) — Per a January 21, 2026, email from
Kevin McConnell, SLC Public Works, written requests are required from
townships for sanding roads, steaming roads, etc. Townships may submit a
yearly letter or email authorizing the county to sand, steam culverts, etc., on
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township roads at their discretion, or make individual requests each and
every time. After discussion, it was determined that individual requests for
services as needed will be sent via email.

FIRE DEPARTMENT - Chief Brandon Porter attended the February meeting and
provided the following update:

A Membership Update — Membership remains steady, with new members

having passed EMR, with the exception of the newest member, whose
training is in progress. Fire | and Il training is also in progress.
Equipment Update — Chief Porter presented one of the recently purchased
SCBA frames at the meeting. The fourteen packs comply with the current
2018 standard but were manufactured in 2024. The packs are compatible
with the department’s current masks, and the bottles will be switched over
to work with the new units. The average purchase price per lot was $2,500.
The lifespan of the new packs will run until approximately 2040.

The fire hall has been purchasing three units of bunker gear per year at their
expense in order to keep their inventory current.

Chief Porter recently began working with Transwest, a local company in
Superior, which will result in reduced repair costs. Recent work was
completed on Unit #5 and there was good communication and service.

Depending on schedules, exterior lights on the fire hall should be updated
this week.

B. Call Activity —Medical calls have been more serious than what is typical,
with positive outcomes.

C. DNR Wildland Matching Grant — The expected 2025 DNR Wildland
matching grant amount to be received is $5,000. Final paperwork has been
submitted and according to Chief Porter at the February meeting, grant
monies are still on hold.

RECYCLING - Horst Blumerich reported there have recently been recyclables left
near the dumpsters outside of regular hours. This can attract animals and he asked
that a reminder against this practice be included in the next newsletter.

HALL

A. Videoconferencing System — User Manuals & Upstairs Handheld
Microphone — Tim Aldrich has completed the lower-level system manual
and continues to work on the upper-level manual. Mr. Aldrich was made
aware of the issues with the handheld microphone cutting in and out that
were reported at the January meeting and suggested that a channel scan
and re-sync of the microphone be done. Instructions to do this will be
included in the manual currently in progress. Clerk McGregor will coordinate
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an appointment with Mr. Aldrich at the hall to re-sync the handheld
microphone and to assist in adding/updating the security camera app on the
phones of board members and maintenance staff as needed.

Hall Rental Liability — Bounce Houses/Nerf Wars — There have been recent
inquiries regarding the use of bounce houses in the hall during birthday
parties, and in the past there have been parties including nerf war activities.
According to the township’s insurer, injuries occurring during these types of
activities are not covered under the township’s policy. After discussion, it
was determined that bounce houses and nerf war activities will be prohibited
during hall rentals.

Safety Inspection Report — Supervisor Welsh’s February 9, 2026, Safety
Inspection Report reflected no safety issues found on the township
properties.

Proctor-Hermantown Community Ed Mobile Recreation Program — Proctor-
Hermantown Community Ed will be utilizing the Solway playground/pavilion
area again this summer for their mobile recreation program. 2026 Tuesday
program dates are as follows: June 9, 16%, 23: July 7t, 14t 21st 28th;
and August 4%, 11t 18t and 25" from 1:30 — 3:30 p.m. A Certificate of
Liability Insurance was submitted by Proctor Hermantown Community Ed
on January 16, 2026.

Savanna Pallets — Playground Mulch — Patrick Pulles from Savanna Pallets
in McGregor, MN, submitted pricing and general information regarding
playground mulch via email on January 28, 2026. This type of mulch is not
utilized on the playgrounds and is not needed in park or cemetery areas at
this time. The information from Savanna Pallets will be kept on file for future
reference.

CEMETERY - Nothing to report
COMMITTEES - Nothing to report

OLD BUSINESS

Aggregate Tax Audits — Amanda Nelson is conducting aggregate tax audits.
Ms. Nelson did not attend the February meeting and no updates were
provided. Current audit status is as follows:

e Coons Aggregate — Due to an office fire, Coons will likely not be able
to provide 2019 records. Ms. Nelson reported that Coons now has
two partners and she will forward contact information to Clerk
McGregor for the township records. Ms. Nelson will be resending her
original letter and enclose a copy of the introductory letter sent by the
township. The current contact will provide 2020 records to Ms.
Nelson once authorized to do so by management.
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e Kivi, Mark — Ms. Nelson has connected with Mr. Kivi, and he will be
providing 2019 and 2020 records.

e KTM Paving — The 2019 audit has been completed and $1,058.45 is
owed in delinquent tax. Ms. Nelson believes that written notice of the
2019 audit was sent to KTM on November 19, 2025, with payment
to the township due by March 31, 2026. The 2020 audit has been
completed, with minimal discrepancies within allowable amounts;
therefore, no payment is due for 2020. Ms. Nelson will provide copies
of the KTM 2019 and 2020 audit result letters to the township for their
file.

e Lindquist, James — Ms. Nelson has connected with Mr. Lindquist and
is in the process of scheduling a meeting.

e Northland Constructors — Missing August and September 2019
records and 2020 records have been submitted, and audits for both
years may now be completed.

e One North — No action will be taken until the commencement of 2022
audits, the year One North purchased the pit.

e Pit 56 — Pit 56 records for 2019 have been submitted and 2020
records are ready to be picked up.

e Sathers Construction & Excavating — Records are missing for the
second quarter of 2019; however, Sathers has indicated that they
have submitted everything they have. At the January meeting, the
board instructed Ms. Nelson to utilize an average of the second
quarter for the preceding three to four years to complete the 2019
audit. The 2020 audit has been completed, with no payment due. Ms.
Nelson will send a copy of the audit result letters for each year to the
township for their file.

e Shelton Excavating — Mr. Shelton was unable to make the previously
scheduled September 18, 2025, meeting; therefore, rescheduling is
in process.

Proposed Hermantown Data Center — A “Stop the Hermantown Data
Center” (SHDC) community meeting was held on January 25, 2026. For
additional information, the township website includes links to the City of
Hermantown and Stop the Hermantown Data Center websites.
Nondisclosure Agreements

SOLWAY TOWNSHIP RESOLUTION 2026-4

Non-Use of Nondisclosure Agreements

WHEREAS, the Solway Town Board of Supervisors represents the
interests of Solway Township residents; and

WHEREAS, this entails keeping the residents informed of issues of
concern in the township; and
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WHEREAS, nondisclosure agreements defeat that purpose by
keeping information from the residents; and

WHEREAS, this non-sharing of information interferes with the
residents’ ability to deal with an issue before it is already settled; and

WHEREAS, the current Solway Town Board of Supervisors see that
entering into nondisclosure agreements interferes with our responsibilities
to our residents; and

WHEREAS, the current Solway Town Board of Supervisors
unanimously feel we should not enter into nondisclosure agreements.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the current Solway
Town Board of Supervisors declare they will not individually or collectively
enter into any nondisclosure agreements.

Supervisor Ronald Gajewski moved the adoption of the Resolution,
seconded by Supervisor Jeffrey Keppers, and it was declared adopted on
the 10" day of February 2026, upon the following votes:

Yeas: Supervisors Welsh, Keppers & Gajewski — 3
Nays: None — 0

Abstain: None - 0

Absent: None - 0

Citizen of the Year Nominations —The board reviewed and discussed the
two nominations that were received for Citizen of the Year. MOTION by
Welsh, seconded by Keppers, and carried unanimously that Leon and
Mary Forstrom receive the 2026 Citizen of the Year award. Clerk
McGregor will notify the recipients, order the individual plaque and
nameplate for the perpetual plaque, and Treasurer Moe will order the cake.
MN Association of Townships — Township Day at the Capitol — Township
Day at the Capitol will be held on March 2, 2026, from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. in St. Paul. There is no cost for the event; however, registration is
required. According to an email received from Kevin Comnick on February
6, 2026, they were unable to get a minibus to provide transportation to this
event.

MOTION by Welsh, seconded by Keppers, and carried unanimously
that staff may attend the MN Association of Townships — Township
Day at the Capitol in St. Paul on March 2, 2026, at township expense.

Annual Meeting Public Packet Fund Reports — Updated 2025 annual
meeting public packets, including revisions and additions made by board
members since the January meeting were reviewed and will be included in
the 2026 public packets.
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Certificate of Liability — Keith Anderson - Following discussion and review
of Certificates of Liability for the township’s independent contractors at the
January meeting, Keith Anderson was sent correspondence on January 22,
2026, requesting he increase his liability coverage to $1,000,000 and submit
an updated Certificate of Liability.

Mr. Anderson reported to Clerk McGregor on February 9, 2026, that
according to his insurance agent, the increased coverage would result in an
increased annual premium of $8,000 for each of his two pick-up plow trucks,
which would be a significant financial burden. Typically, Mr. Anderson is
plowing the lot overnight or during off hours. MOTION by Gajewski,
seconded by Keppers, and carried unanimously that no change in
Keith Anderson’s insurance coverage will be required at this time.
Budget Meeting — The Public Budget Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday,
February 23, 2026, at 5:00 p.m.

AED Smart Monitored Cabinet — Supervisor Keppers presented information
obtained from Advocates for Health regarding AED (Automated External
Defibrillator) smart monitored cabinets at the St. Louis County Association
of Townships meeting on January 28, 2026. Several county commissioners
attended the meeting and were asked if funding would be available for this
type of expenditure from Opioid Grant money available to the county. The
commissioners reiterated what Joel Vogel, Programming Director with
Advocates for Health, had previously indicated; i.e., that there are currently
no opportunities; however, the county will be solidifying a plan for a Request
for Proposal (RFP) for primary prevention likely sometime in the first half of
this year. Mr. Vogel will continue to monitor the county’s website for more
information.

XV. NEW BUSINESS

A.

Annual Meeting Agenda ltems — Annual Meeting agenda items were
discussed and will include the following: Citizen of the Year Award;
Community Reports; 2025 Receipts and Disbursements; Road, Fire,
Recycling, Town Hall, Park, General and Aggregate Fund Reports;
Resolution Accepting Aspenway Road for Maintenance by Township; Levy
Summary; Designation of Posting and Publishing; Donations; Appreciation
Dinner; National Night Out; date for 2027 Election and Annual Meeting; and
unofficial election results.

MN Association of Townships — Spring Short Courses - Short Courses will
be held on April 3, 2026, in Carlton. MOTION by Welsh, seconded by
Gajewski, and carried unanimously that staff may attend the MN
Association of Townships 2026 Spring Short Courses on April 3, 2026,
in Carlton at township expense.

MN Power ISA Transmission Project — A Notice of Complete Application
and Public Information and Scoping Meetings was received from the Public
Utilities Commission on January 27, 2026. A meeting at the AAD Shrine
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Meeting Center and Event Center was scheduled for February 10, 2026.
On February 9, 2026, a Notice of Cancellation notice was received.
According to the notice, cancellation of the public meetings is in response
to a request from the applicants to re-schedule. The Commission approved
the request and will issue a notice of the new dates, time and locations once
those details are available.

D. Local Board of Appeal & Equalization (LBAE) Meeting — Solway Township’s
Local Board of Appeal meeting is scheduled for May 6, 2026, from 4:00-
5:00 p.m. at the town hall. All three Solway supervisors have completed
Board of Appeal and Equalization training and are certified by the Minnesota
Department of Revenue for the meeting.

BOARD OF AUDIT - Supervisors Welsh, Keppers and Gajewski, Treasurer Moe,
and Clerk McGregor participated in an audit of Solway’s financial records, including
receipts and disbursements. MOTION by Welsh, seconded by Gajewski, and
carried unanimously that the clerk and treasurer records were reviewed, and
found to be in order.

SIGN CHECKS/ADJOURNMENT - MOTION by Welsh, seconded by Gajewski,
and carried unanimously to adjourn tonight’s meeting with the signing of
checks. The meeting was adjourned at 8:51 p.m.
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