
October is fire prevention month.  On Tuesday, October 23 the Township Board is host-
ing a recognition dinner for our Firefighters and their spouse/guest.  Social time will 
begin at 6:30 with dinner served at 7:00.  Retired firefighters and their spouse/guest 
are invited as well as members of the Flamettes and their spouse/guest.  All of these 
individuals deserve our thanks and recognition for a job well done in service to the Sol-
way Community. 
 
When individuals volunteer as firefighters they not only respond to fires, accidents or 
medical emergencies but also put in hours for maintenance of equipment, planning/
business meetings and training opportunities to acquire needed skills and to maintain 
certifications.  Being a firefighter is a family commitment as well.  Family members wait 
at home to hear from their loved one that may be in “harms way”.  Helping others takes 
time away from family members at home. 
 
Our current firefighters are:  Wayne Suliin - Fire Chief - FF - MFR, Alan Mitchell - Asst 
Chief - FF - MFR, Jim Johnson - 1st Captain - FF - MFR, Jed Wolf - 2nd Captain - FF - EMT-
B, Jeffrey Nelson - 3rd Captain - FF - EMT-B, Gordy Jensen - FF - MFR, Jeff Keppers - FF - 
MFR, Boo Hanson - FF, Josh Hughes -FF - MFR, Nick Priolo - FF - MFR, Shawn Monson - 
FF - EMT-B, Chris Tverburg - FF - MFR, Eric Monson - FF - EMT-B, Frank Kermend - FF - 
MFR, Nick Hite - FF - MFR, Casey Modich - FF - MFR, Michelle Haltli - FF - MFR, Marcus 
Taylor - Probationary FF, Victoria Starr - Probationary FF, Bob Priolo - Probationary FF 

We will also be recognizing our employees Leon Forstrom and Veronica Childers who do 
our grounds keeping and building maintenance.  Jim Miller who supervises the recycling 
shed operation.  John Childers continues to volunteer cutting the roadside grass and in 
helping with other maintenance needs. 
 
We appreciate their keeping our Townsite grounds, buildings and the Solway Cemetery 
in good condition.  We receive many compliments that our facilities are always beautiful 
and inviting. 
 

Halloween Carnival Friday, Oct. 26 
It’s rumored that ghosts and goblins will be haunting the town site again this fall.  While 
I’m not sure about that, I can guarantee an evening of fun, games and treats at the Sol-
way Halloween Carnival to be held Friday, October 26 from 6:00 to 9:00 pm.  Skill 
games challenge the young while less venturesome activities such as the cake walk 
and bingo entertain the young at heart. 
 
Youngsters have a chance to show their costumes by taking part in the costume pa-
rade.  Purchasing a chance may bring home a prize.  Don’t worry about supper as there 
is plenty of food at reasonable prices.  All games are family priced.  Bring the whole 
family; travel the pavilion “haunted maze” and have a SCARE? 
 
 

Recognition Dinner Oct. 23 

SOLWAY TOWN BOARD 

Chairperson: Ron Gajewski  

Supervisors:  Scott Welsh  
and Clare Stromlund 

Clerk:  Regena Merritt 

Treasurer:  Cindy Moe 

Office Hours:  M, T, Th 9-3 

 

For Hall Rentals call  
729-5134, leave your name, 
number and date wanted. 
Phone: 218-729-5134 
Fax: 218-729-5651 
 

Township website:   
solwaytownship-MN.gov 
 

Email:   
solwayclerk@hotmail.com 

VOLUME 18 ISSUE 4 

OCTOBER 2012 Solway Section Lines 
SOLWAY TOWNSHIP NEWSLETTER 

Snow Removal 2 

Community Club News 3

Cemetery Improvements 3 

Craft & Rummage Sale 4 

School District Ballot  
Question information 

4 

Calendar 6 

SVFD BINGO                       5 

INS IDE THIS ISSUE:  



SOLWAY SECTION L INES P AGE 2  

Snow Removal for 2012-2013 
St. Louis County will be providing snow plowing on our 
Township roads again this year.  Paved roads are 
plowed as snow accumulates but dirt roads won’t be 
plowed unless four inches accumulate.  It’s very diffi-
cult to remove snow in early winter and early spring 
when road surfaces are not frozen.  The plows gouge 
into the gravel surface causing ruts and plowing the 
gravel into the ditches.   
 
A couple of reminders: 
Mailboxes and fences that were properly located and 
installed which were damaged by actual contact by 
County equipment will be evaluated case by case by 
the County before repair or replacement by the 
County.  Report any incidences as soon as possible. 
 
County plow operators try to leave as little snow as 
possible across driveways.  County removal of this 
windrow is not feasible and is the property owners 
responsibility.  A suggestion is when you plow your 
driveway, also plow the road driving lane closest to 
your property about 25 feet or so in the direction the 
plow comes from.  As the plow approaches and hits 
the plowed area the plows snow load will empty leav-
ing very little to go across your driveway.  We are re-
minded that it is unlawful to plow or blow snow onto 
or across County Roads. 
 
Solway Township is not responsible for any property 
damage or clean up due to snow plowing.  Concerns 
or complaints should be addressed to St. Louis 
County Public Works Dept. at 625-3830. 
 
Township Roads include: 
Ayers—0.2  Mettsa—0.25 
Bailey—0.2  Peterson—0.3 
Berquist—0.9  Sandberg North of Hwy 
Birchway—0.25    #2—0.65 
Cedarway—0.2  Sandberg South—1.25 
Gaus—0.6  Stonelake—0.4 
Hanson—0.9  Strom—0.25 
Heine—0.5  Tondryk—0.5 
Jeffrey—1.25  VanGassler—1.25 
Jerry—2.15  Wargin—0.5 
Lindrose—1.0  Woodgate—0.6 
Mattson North—0.3 
Mattson South—0.5 Total Mileage 14.9 
 
If you would like a copy of St. Louis County’s Snow 
Removal Policy Synopsis, contact the Solway Town 
Hall office. 
 
Road Maintenance Update 
Roadside grass cutting and brushing is completed for 
2012.  Hopefully cutting back the brush and foliage 
will improve visibility as you pull out of your driveways, 
provide better visibility of deer and other animals ap-
proaching and reduce drifting of snow on the roads.  

Roads will continue to be graded into the fall as needed 
and weather permits. 
 

New Grass Rig Ready to Roll 
The truck donated to Solway from Enbridge has been 
outfitted with new storage compartments, pump and 
water tank and emergency vehicle lights and radio sys-
tems.  With this work completed it will be in service this 
month in time for grass fires.  We thank Enbridge for 
their contribution to our fire department’s fleet of 
trucks. 
 

“Storm Event” Damages 
Our June flood referred to as a “storm event” by FEMA 
authorities caused some damage to township roads and 
property.  We are grateful that the damages were not 
more extensive.  Some washing occurred on Wargin, 
Jeffrey and South Mattson roads and the embankment 
on the south side of the Munger School Site soccer 
field.  Culvert replacement on the South Mattson Road 
had to meet new DNR and Army Corp of Engineers stan-
dards for a designated trout stream requiring extensive 
improvements to what was previously in place. 
 
Costs for the repairs amounted to $18,200.00.  Applica-
tions for re-imbursement for these costs have been filed 
with FEMA.  It’s hoped 75% of these expenses can be 
recovered. 
 

Cemetery Reminder 
Township Cemetery regulations require that all flowers 
and plants allowed in our cemetery must be removed by 
Sept. 30.  Beginning Oct. 10, township personnel will 
remove all flowers and plants from the individual grave 
sites and assemble them inside the cemetery fence 
north of the Van Gassler Road entrance where they will 
stay until Oct. 25.  Oct. 25 all unclaimed flower pots, 
holders, etc. will be disposed of by township personnel.  
Please claim all items by Oct. 25.  Our cemetery Ameri-
can Flag will be retired for the winter months to be re-
flown next spring. 
 

Country Music Show 
Bill Pelto and his musicians/singers will be performing 
Saturdays, Oct. 13, Nov. 10 and Dec. 8.  These dates 
are the second Saturday of each month.  Prior to the 
music show a potluck is held at 5:00.  Bring a dish to 
share and join us.  Music and dancing begins at 6:00 
and usually ends by 9:30.  There is no admittance 
charge but free will  donations are welcome to cover 
expenses. 
 

Medicine Cabinet Clean-Out Day! 
Do you have expired or unwanted medications in your 
home?  Don’t flush them down the drain!  Bring them to 
WLSSD at 2626 Courtland St., Duluth on Friday, Oct. 21 
from 9:00 to 5:00 for safe and proper disposal. 
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Community Club News… 

Solway Senior Citizens 
 
We had our catered picnic in July and in August had 
election of officers to be installed in Sept.  They will 
takeover in October.  We thank Jan Lindemood as 
Treasurer and Ken Lindemood as Vice President and 
also thank Mary Busch as Vice President and Barb 
Mattson as Treasurer for the past 2 years. 
 
Casey Aro will entertain us in Sept. and the Seniors had 
a Craft Sale Sept. 15 and our Monday Group has a Sale 
Oct. 6.  We will be planning our Christmas Party at our 
Nov. meeting. 
 
Munger Goodfellowship Club 
 
We went to the Streetcar in Carlton instead of having a 
picnic.   
 
In August Betty Freeman showed us how to make a 
Christmas tree from coat hangers, garland and lights.  
We welcomed a new member, Beverly Isaacson. 
 
We will meet with the Maple Grove Homemakers in 
Sept. and serve lunch at the Oct. 6 craft show and at-
tend the Area Homemakers Holiday Fest in Floodwood. 
 
We will have an auction in November and make plans 
for a Christmas party in December. 
 
We want to thank the Maple Grove Homemakers for 
their donation to our club for the geraniums and also to 
the guys who watered them for us.  They are still bloom-
ing and we wonder if they will keep as long as they did 
last year. 
 
 Maple Grove 4-H  
 
The members had a great summer.  Sept. and Oct. will 
be enrollment for the coming year.  Oct. will be Family 
Night and display of ribbons, trophies and project arti-
cles.  The club meets on the third Monday of each 
month, 6:00 pm at Solway Town Hall. 
 
The 2012 South St. Louis County Outstanding Senior 
Volunteers were:  The woman was Joanne Chesser of 
Duluth and the man was Ronald Gajewski of Solway 
Township. 
 
The winners in the South St. Louis County Fair Amateur 
Talent Contest were:  Pre Teen—Page Wagner from 
Brookston, Teen—Sarah Jayne Olson from Proctor, Open 
Class—Jodie Meunier from Proctor. 
 

 

Skating Fun 
Plans are made for getting our skating rink flooded 
and the ice readied for another winter of skating fun 
as soon as the weather permits.  The last couple 
years we’ve had thaws which prevented the rink from 
being open prior to the new year.  We really try to 
have ice laid for school holiday breaks.  When the rink 
is opened it will be posted on the township sign.  Feel 
free to use the rink anytime at your family’s conven-
ience.  The rink is lighted from dusk to 10:00 pm eve-
ryday. 
 
For your comfort the warming house will be open on 
Saturdays and Sundays from 1:00 pm to 6:00 pm.  
During this time a township staff member will be 
available to sell hot chocolate and assorted goodies.  
Staff will be manning the counter and not be in a posi-
tion to provide supervision on the rink so it’s impor-
tant if your children are an age needing supervision 
that you or another adult will be present.  Needless to 
say if we have bad weather on the weekend the 
warming house will be closed, as skaters won’t be 
expected to be out.  Enjoy! 
 

Cemetery Improvements Completed 
During the course of the summer, improvements at 
Solway Cemetery were progressing:   
 The Minnesota Department of Corrections sen-

tence to serve work crews leveled headstones 
and monuments; filled sinking graves and low 
areas in the old section of the cemetery.  We are 
grateful to the MDOC for it’s voluntary contribu-
tion to our cemetery beautification. 

 The patio-flagstone rock floor, brick bench with 
pedestals and decorative bushes were put in by 
Tuominen Landscaping. 

 Shelton Excavating Inc. landscaped the new sec-
tion of the cemetery and extended the roadway. 

 AJ’s Landscaping planted and maintained the 
new trees—maple, ash and linden— and the new 
hedge at the northern end of the cemetery. 

 Solway staff built the fill dirt enclosure at the 
north end of the new section of road. 

 
We are grateful to Leon Forstrom and John and Veron-
ica Childers for seeing to it that our cemetery is al-
ways well maintained and attractive looking.  We re-
ceive many compliments from Solway residents and 
visitors to our area. 
 

Bookmobile Service 
The Arrowhead Library System provides a variety of 
library materials to the people of northeastern Minne-
sota.  Books and other materials are checked out for  

Continued on Page 4 
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Continued from Page 3 
three weeks and are due back the next date the Book-
mobile will stop at your location. 
 

Books taken from the Bookmobile may be returned at 
any Bookmobile stop or member library.  Your Arrow-
head Library System borrower’s card may be used on 
the bookmobile, or at the 29 member public libraries. 
 

In case of bad weather, or breakdown, library materi-
als are automatically renewed for three weeks. 
 

Fourth Quarter dates at Solway from 3:00 to 3:45 are: 
Oct. 18, Nov. 8, Nov. 29 and Dec. 20. 
 

Available on your Bookmobile are: 
 Adult and Children’s Books 
 Large Print Books 
 DVDs 
 Books on Cassette/CD 
 Mail-A-Book Catalog 
 Compact Disc Music 
 Interlibrary Loans 
 Answers to Your Reference Questions 
 

Mail-A-Book service is also available to Bookmobile 
patrons.  The Mail-A-Book catalog is a collection of 
paperback books, DVDs, audio books, and Gemstar e-
book readers which are lent free of charge by mail.  
New catalogs are produced twice a year.  This tax-
supported service is available to most rural and home-
bound residents of Carlton, Cook, Itasca, Koochiching, 
Lake, Lake of the Woods, and St. Louis Counties in 
northern Minnesota. 
 

For further information, contact the: 
Arrowhead Library System 

5528 Emerald Ave. 
Mt. Iron, MN 55768 

218-741-3840 
1-800-257-1442 

Www.arrowhead.lib.mn.us 
als@arrowhead.lib.mn.us 

 

 

 
Focus on The Future for Bay View Elementary: 
By John Engelking, Superintendent of Schools 
July 26, 2012 
Over the years, Proctor School District residents 
should feel very good about the financially re-
sponsible approach the District has taken in 
keeping our buildings and facilities up to date 
and in good repair.  In 2001, the District voters 
approved a bond levy to build a middle school 
addition at the Proctor High School Campus, build 
a field house and fitness center, add a media 
center at Pike Lake Elementary, and add class-
rooms to Bay View Elementary.  In 2010, the 
Proctor District closed Caribou Lake Elementary 
and added a new addition and gymnasium to the 
Pike Lake Elementary Campus to accommodate 
moving Caribou Lake Elementary students to the 
new Pike Lake Elementary Campus. This expan-
sion was done with little impact on school taxes. 
 
Bay View Elementary School is the last building 
that desperately needs an update.  Remodeling 
Bay View and replacing the original front of the 
school building which was built in 1918, is the 
vision of the District and is the last phase of 
building upgrades and increased efficiencies. 
 
The Proctor School District will continue to utilize 
sound financial management to accomplish our 
goal.  The financing process proposed will be 
similar to refinancing a home loan, but in school 
finance the term is refunding.  The District is pro-
posing refunding our present building debt ser-
vice on the middle school building project, issuing 
new Bay View Building Bonds, which will result in 
extending our payments for an additional seven 
years.  
  
The overall proposed building project will cost an 
estimated $7.1 million and will result in no addi-
tional yearly cost to school taxes.  The residents 
of the Proctor District will be asked in the Novem-
ber Election to approve extending our debt ser-
vice to complete our building initiatives.  This will 
position the District for many years to come with 
buildings that are attractive, accommodate 21st 
century learning styles and that are energy effi-
cient. 

 
Craft and Rummage Sale 

 

Saturday October 6th, 9 AM—1 PM 
Solway Town Hall  

Hwy #2 and Munger Shaw Road 
Sponsor: Monday Bunch 

Lunch: Good Fellowship Club 
 

If you wish to have a display table call  
729-8382.    The cost is $10.00  
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SVFD Thanksgiving Bingo 
The SVFD firefighters Thanksgiving Ham and Turkey 
Bingo will be held Sat., Nov. 17 at 7:00 pm.  The 
Flamettes Auxiliary will be selling refreshments during 
the evening.  Come and enjoy the entertainment while 
supporting your firefighters. 
 

National Night Out In Review 
On Tuesday, Aug. 7 we had our first ever National 
Night Out.  Estimates were that we had over 150 resi-
dents attending the event. 
 

The kids enjoyed the face painting and Butch Han-
sen’s train rides.  The Solway Volunteer Fire Depart-
ments Open House was well attended.  Adults and 
kids enjoyed trying their hands at handling the fire 
hoses (there were a number of free showers).  SLC 
Sheriff’s Canine unit was on hand to answer ques-
tions and interact with those attending.  Valerie Fox 
put on a dog obedience demonstration with a num-
ber of her canine’s.  Literature was provided on a 
number of topics including safety, Green Acres Prop-
erty Tax Laws, changes in Homestead Benefits and 
Township Government.  Free hot dogs, chips and ice 
cream were enjoyed by all.  We received many com-
ments that it was an informative and enjoyable eve-
ning — that we should do it again! 
 

 
MUNGER HALLOWEEN CARNIVAL 

 

Friday October 26th 2012 
at the Solway Town Hall 

6:00 pm to 9:00 pm 
 

Purchase of ticket good for: 
Hot Dogs – Pop – Popcorn 

Carnival Games 
Bingo – Fish Pond 

Face Painting – Cake Walk 
Haunted Maze 

Raffle – AND MORE!!!!! 
 

Join in the costume parade 
 

Come and join the fun & festivities 
 
  Volunteers and donations are always welcome 

Please call the Town Hall Office 729-5134 
 

Proceeds fund Solway Community Events 
 

 

 

AARP Driver Safety Courses for Vets 
At AARP Driver Safety, we appreciate your dedication 
and service to our country.  That’s why we’re saying 
thanks by offering a FREE classroom course or 50% off 
the online course to all military veterans and their de-
pendents from Nov. 1 through Nov. 30, 2012. 
 
Who is eligible? 
All veterans, regardless of age, are eligible to take ad-
vantage of the Veterans Promotion.  This includes indi-
viduals who serve or have served in the U.S. Army, Navy, 
Air Force, Marines, National Guard/Reserves, or Coast 
Guard.  In addition, veterans’ spouses, domestic part-
ners, dependents, children, and widows and widowers, 
regardless of age, may receive the free classroom 
course. 
How can veteran participants redeem the free class-
room course offering? 

To redeem the free course offer, participants are re-
quired to fill out a coupon.  AARP Driver Safety volun-
teers have access to the coupon, and will be provided 
extra coupons for their courses in November.  Free 
course coupons are also available for download at 
www.aarp.org/veterans.  Participants redeeming the 
free course will not be asked to provide any form of mili-
tary identification.  All registrations for any given course 
should be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Electronics Clean-Out Opportunity 
 

Household electronics recycling will be available at the 
Town Hall on Saturday, October 27, 9am to noon.   A list 
of electronics accepted and fees are as follows: 
$2 - Printers, scanners, laptops, CPU’s, video players 
(VCR’s, DVR’s, DVD players) 
$5 - TV’s & monitors 19” or smaller 
$7 -TV’s & monitors over 19” 
$10 - Console TV’s and Projection TV’s over 40” 
FREE - Cell phones, digital cameras, mice, keyboards, 
other small electronics and rechargeable battery items. 
FREE - Microwaves 
Look for the truck in the parking lot. 
 

Election Day 
 

After the re-districting, Solway Township is in State Sen-
ate District 3 and Representative District 3B.    The Gen-
eral Election will be held Tuesday November 6, 2012.  
The polls are open from 7:00 AM to 8:00 PM.  On the 
ballot are Federal, State, County and Judicial offices.     
 



October 6 ……………….…………Craft and Rummage Sale 9:00  am to 1:00 pm 

October 13 ..........................................................Country Music Show 5:00 pm 

October 18 ........................................................................ Bookmobile 3:00 pm 

October 26 ................................................. Halloween Carnival 6:00—9:00 pm 

October 27 ............................................. Electronics Clean-Out 9:00 am—noon 

November 6………………………………………………...General Election 7AM to 8PM 

November 8 ...................................................................... Bookmobile 3:00 pm 

November 10 ......................................................Country Music Show 5:00 pm 

November 17 ................................................................... SVFD Bingo  7:00 pm 

November 29 .................................................................... Bookmobile 3:00 pm 

December 8 ........................................................Country Music Show 5:00 pm 

December 20 .................................................................... Bookmobile 3:00 pm 

Township Events Calendar 

Solway Section Lines 

Town Office 
4029 Munger Shaw Road 

Cloquet, MN 55720 

Phone: 218-729-5134 
Fax: 218-729-5651 

Email: solwayclerk@hotmail.com 
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