
extrication  tools,  vehicle  stabilization 
struts,  cribbing and portable lighting 
system.  These grants are in addition to 
past FEMA grants received.  A total of 
$381,027 in federal grant money has 
been received since 2006.  Thanks to 
their efforts some of our Federal In-
come Tax dollars are being returned to 
the Solway community.  Thank you for 
your hard work! 

The Solway Town Board wishes to con-
gratulate Wayne Suliin and his FEMA 
grant writing crew for their repeated 
success in bringing Federal Homeland 
Security monies into the township.  In 
2010 they received a FEMA grant of 
$190,000 for a new tanker.  A second 
FEMA grant in the amount of $36,689 
was  received  to  purchase  hydraulic 
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Township Election and Annual Meeting 

The township election was held as published on March 9.  Ron Gajewski was run-
ning unopposed for supervisor which is a three year term.  He was re-elected with 
26 votes.  There were no opposing votes.  This begins Ron’s 14th year of service as 
a supervisor. 
 
The budget proposed to the electorate was $339,245.  This amount was reduced 
by $53,000 from aggregate revenues as property tax relief.  The levy amount ap-
proved by the electorate was $286,245.  The following is a breakdown of the 
budget by funds: 
General  101,450 
Road     83,850 
Hall     20,300 
Park       8,800 
Recycling      1,400 
Fire  123,445 
Total Budget 339,245 
LEVY  286,245 
 

Annual Township Road Inspection April 30th 
 
The Town Board will make its annual inspection of township roads on Friday, April 
30 from 9:00 am to noon. 
 
The purpose of the inspection is to determine how much gravel should be applied, 
condition of ditches and drainage, if brushing is needed, repairs if any, etc. 
 
If you have a special concern on a township road you may report it to the town hall 
729-5134 or meet with the Board during the inspection. 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Anyone interested in learning /playing cribbage contact Rod at 624-3398 
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Local Board of Appeal & Equaliza-
tion Meeting 

The Local Board of Appeal & Equalization meeting for 
Solway Township will be held at Solway Town Hall on 
Thursday, April 29 at 5:00 pm.  Property valuations 
and classifications determined by the assessor for 
this year’s assessment, which will be the basis of 
taxes payable next year, shall be reviewed by the Lo-
cal Board of Appeal & Equalization.  The Board shall 
make such changes and corrections in valuations 
and classifications as it shall deem proper to achieve 
equalization within the jurisdiction.  Property owners 
may appear in person, by representative, or send a 
letter to this meeting requesting a review of the as-
sessment.  The local board shall consider the appeal 
and take appropriate action. 

The law requires that property owners shall first ap-
pear before the local board, after which the owner 
may appeal the property valuation or classification to 
the County Board of Appeal & Equalization if not sat-
isfied by the decision of the Local Board of Appeal & 
Equalization.  The 29th is a tentative date and may 
be changed like last year.  If it is the new time will be 
put on the town posting sites and hall sign. 

St. Louis County Annual Tree & Shrub 
Sale 
The tree and shrub sale provides low-cost high-quality 
trees to area residents.  This year, we are offering 40 
different trees and shrubs, and one vine.  Evergreen, 
shrub, and wildlife variety packets are also available. 
Tree pick-up is from May 13-15 in Duluth, Two Har-
bors or Grand Marais.  Your pick-up location must be 
specified on your order form.  To order, call 218-723-
4867 or visit www.southstlouisswcd.org for a form.  
Our website is your best source of information:  plant-
ing instructions,  tree and shrub photographs, and 
more.  The order deadline is April 15, 2010. 

Joan Gajewski—Citizen of the Year 
2010 
 
At the Annual Town Meeting on March 9 Joan Ga-
jewski was recognized as Solway Township Citizen of 
the Year for 2010.  She was nominated for her volun-
teer servicer both to the township and surrounding 
community.  Joan has volunteered her time and tal-

ents as a member of the Solway Special Events Commit-
tee.  This committee sponsors the Halloween Carnival, 
Fall Fest and Winter Fun Day.  You will see her helping 
with the decorating, setting up, helping with games, sell-
ing tickets, donating bars and cookies, helping in the 
kitchen and all the way up to clean up.  We all know this 
adds up to many donated hours. 
Her volunteerism reaches outside of the township.  
Groups she works with raise funds for:  Families in 
Need, Salvation Army, Life Care Center, CHUM, Water 
for Life in Africa, Ministry of Seafarers, cancer caps, 
Bethany Crisis Nursery Collection, Christmas gifts to 
families in the Appalachian Mountains, hug bears for 
the hospitals and many more. 
Congratulations Joan on being recognized as Solway 
Citizen of the Year!  Your efforts are greatly appreciated! 

9th Annual MAT Scholarships 
The Minnesota Association of Townships is proud to 
again offer a township scholarship program for high 
school Juniors in the state of Minnesota.  Up to four 
$1000 scholarships will be awarded. 
 
All students currently enrolled in the 11th grade and at-
tending a Minnesota public, private, or parochial high 
school or a home study program and who plan to further 
their education at a college, university, or vocational 
school are eligible for this program.  They cannot be the 
child, stepchild, grandchild or step-grandchild, brother, 
stepbrother, sister or stepsister of a MAT director or 
staff member. 
 
Along with a completed application a 450-500 word 
essay discussing “Grassroots means different things to 
each of us.  What does it mean to you and more impor-
tantly how does it apply to township government?” must 
be submitted.  Additionally: 

Current high school transcript 
Letter  of  recommendation  from  a  high  school 

teacher or counselor is required. 
All items must be submitted in one envelope and 

mailed to:  Minnesota Association of Townships 
Scholarship Program, P.1 Box 267, St. Michael, 
MN 55376, postmarked by May 1, 2010. 

Incomplete applications or applications postmarked 
after May 1, 2010 will not be accepted. 

For  more  information  visit  the  following  website:  
www.mntownships.org 
 

2010 Bookmobile Schedule 
 
The Arrowhead Library System will have the Bookmobile 
in the Solway Town Hall parking lot for you to check out 
books, tapes, DVDs, etc.  Their schedule for the remain-
der of the year is Thursdays, April 8, 29; May 20; June 

http://www.southstlouisswcd.org�
http://www.mntownships.org�
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10; July 1, 22; Aug. 12; Sept. 2, 23; Oct. 14; Nov. 4; 
Dec. 16.  They will be in the parking lot between 3:00 
and 3:45 pm on those dates. 

Solway Volunteer Fire Department Re-
port for 2009 
(Excerpts from Chief Wayne Suliin’s report presented 
at the Annual Meeting) 
The Solway Township Volunteer Fire Department re-
sponded to a total of 93 calls for assistance in 2009.  
This is the highest call volume ever in the history of the 
township.  Of those calls 18 were in-township fire calls, 
53 were in-township medical calls, 13 car accidents 
with injuries within the township, and 9 mutual aid calls 
to surrounding townships. 
 
During the year the department also took part in many 
township events to help support the community.  We 
would like to thank the citizens in the community and 
local area for their continued support of the department 
and successful fundraisers. 
 
In 2009 we received a grant to purchase a multi-gas 
detector to assist with investigating carbon monoxide 
alarms and other gas incidents.  The department also 
prepared and applied for two Homeland Security 
Grants; one to replace our aging Tanker #2; (2700 gal-
lon water tender) and to purchase tools and equipment 
to assist with rescues and auto extrication.  We recently 
received approval on both the grants; approving 
$190,000 in federal money to replace the tanker and 
$36,689 in federal money to purchase hydraulic extri-
cation tools, vehicle stabilization struts, cribbing, and 
portable lighting system.  During 2010 we will be pur-
chasing the new fire truck and all new equipment.  This 
brings the total to $381,027 in federal money brought 
to the fire department and township since 2006 to up-
grade equipment and bring the department to current 
safety standards concerning required equipment. 
 
If you live in or near the township, like helping other 
people and your community, working on a team, are at 
least 18 years of age, and interested in learning new 
skills, call the fire hall at 729-6304 and leave a mes-
sage if we are not in the hall, or come to one of our 
meetings on a Thursday night.  The department meets 
at the fire hall the first three Thursday nights of the 
month at 7:00 pm for training and other activities. 

Following are some things that the fire department 
would like you to consider throughout this next year.  
We can’t help you if we can’t find you!  Please display 
your 911-address number.  It should be visible from the 
road both day and night.  Also, if you have ordered a 
sign and have not received it please call the fire hall as 

we deliver the new signs from St. Louis County and you 
may have not been home when we tried to deliver your 
sign.  Consider replacing your old sign that is parallel to 
the road with the new signs that are perpendicular to 
the roadway.  Signs can be obtained by calling St. Louis 
County 9-1-1  Communications Dept. at 726-2920.  
There is a small cost that you will have to pay the 
county for the new sign.  We would also like you to con-
sider keeping a list of your current medications and any 
chronic medical problems you have.  This can be kept 
in a sealed envelope on your refrigerator.  This will help 
us if we are called to assist you and you can’t remem-
ber specific information or can’t communicate with us. 
Thank you again for your continued support, without 
you the fire department would not be able to function! 

Why is the Census Important to Minnesota 
On April 1, 2010, the U.S. Census Bureau will count 
every resident in the United States. Why? 
 
Numbers mean power. The Census count is the basis 
for determining the number of each state’s Congres-
sional representatives. Minnesota currently has eight 
representatives in the U.S.  Congress;  however,  the 
state could lose one seat after 2010 because of popu-
lation changes. Completing and returning the Census 
questionnaire will help ensure Minnesotans’ interests 
are fully represented in Congress. 
Numbers mean money. For every 100 Minnesotans 
who fail to answer the Census, the state will lose $1 
million in federal funds over the next 10 years. The 
federal government give out approximately $300 billion 
each year based on the Census count, while the state 
distributes many of its program funds based on popula-
tion counts. Counties, cities and townships where resi-
dents fail to answer the Census will lose additional 
state dollars. 
Numbers mean information. Businesses, governments, 
schools and non-profit agencies use Census data for 
planning programs, land use, businesses and services. 
Census data tell us who our customers are, where our 
students will live and what our greatest needs will be. 

Recycling Information 
The recycling shed is open Wednesdays 3:30 pm to 
6:30 pm and Saturday 7:00 am to noon.  In 2009 the 
township received a recycling shed operations grant in 
the amount of $6,483.78 from WLSSD. 
 
The total attendance for 2009 was 3,703.  January 
was the busiest month with an attendance of 361.  The 
second busiest month was April with an attendance of 
359.  A non-recyclable items collection day was held 
October 17, 2009 at the town hall by Hartel’s DBJ Dis-
posal Co. 
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Winter Fun Day Wrap Up 
“What a fun time” or a variation was expressed by 
many residents who participated in the activities held 
Saturday, January 30.  The weather moderated allow-
ing one to enjoy outdoor activities  even with a couple 
feet of snow on the ground.  We thank the Solway 
Firefighters for flooding our ice rink; Shelton Excavat-
ing for snowplowing to make room for our bonfire and 
hay rides; the Wargin/McGregor families for providing 
the tractor and hay rack for the hay rides; the SVFD 
and Flamette members who helped with the bingo 
and other activities; the Special Events Committee for 
organizing and funding the event; and everyone else 
who made contributions to the success of the day. 

Affordable Home Loans Available 
Through USDA Rural Development 
Potential applicants are encouraged to call the Vir-
ginia office for more information 
Low-income families and residents of Northeast Min-
nesota counties including St. Louis are eligible for a 
home ownership loan through the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture's Rural Development program. For details, 
call the USDA Rural Development office in (Virginia at 
218-741-3929, ext 4) or visit www.rurdev.usda.gov/
mn for more information.    
 
Applicants may purchase a new or existing home, or 
build a new home. Payments are based on household 
income, and loans are made with a subsidy provision 
to make payments affordable. To qualify, applicants 
must meet Rural Development's income limits, have 
adequate and dependable income, have an accept-
able credit  history,  be unable to obtain sufficient 
credit from other sources, and show repayment abil-
ity. 
 
The maximum loan limit available (depending upon 
repayment  ability  and  credit)  for  South  St.  Louis 
County is $200,160. 
 
Funding is also available for very low income families 
for a low interest (one percent) home improvement 
and repair program.  These funds may be used to 
make home repairs, install essential features or re-
move health and safety hazards. The loans are based 
on repayment ability and applicants must have an 
acceptable credit history. 
 

MN Property Tax Refund 
You may be eligible for a property tax refund based on 
your household income and the property taxes paid 

on your principal place of residence in MN.  Generally, 
household income is your federal adjusted gross in-
come plus most nontaxable income, minus a subtrac-
tion if you have dependents, or if you or your spouse are 
age 65 or older or disabled. Your 2009 property tax re-
fund return is due by August 16, 2010.  However, you 
have one year from the due date to file and claim the 
refund.  If you do not file your 2009 Form M1PR by Au-
gust 15, 2011, you will not receive a refund.  More infor-
mat ion  can  be  obta ined  at  webs i te : 
www.taxes.state.mn.us or from the provider preparing 
your income tax returns. 
 

Cemetery Grave Decorations 
With spring we like to remember our deceased loved 
ones by visiting and decorating their gravesites.  At Sol-
way Cemetery baskets/flowers are allowed May 20 
through September 30.  Baskets should be of standard 
design not weighing more than 30 lbs.  The care and 
maintenance of the baskets/flowers are the responsibil-
ity of the owner.  Artificial flowers and decorations in 
moveable containers are also permitted.  No trees, 
shrubs, plants or flowers are allowed to be planted at 
the cemetery.  Following the above helps personnel cut-
ting grass and doing other maintenance work while still 
allowing our grave sites to be attractively decorated.  If 
you would like a copy of the cemetery rules and regula-
tions contact the town office. 
 

Memorial Day Observance 
On May 25, Memorial Day will be observed.  Our memo-
rial observance is traditionally held at the Solway Ceme-
tery starting at noon.  A non-denominational prayer ser-
vice is held followed by ceremonies by the Proctor 
American Legion consisting of laying of a wreath at the 
veterans memorial cross, 21 gun salute and playing of 
taps to honor those who served in the United States 
military. 
 

Thank You 
Rick and Karen Flesvig for many years have volunteered 
their time by being coordinators for the use of our soc-
cer and baseball fields.  They have kept the calendars 
and assured teams opportunities for game and practice 
times without scheduling conflicts.  At this time they are 
passing “the baton” on to Cookie Saline who will be 
serving as field coordinator in the future.  Rick and 
Karen we thank you for all your hard work these past 
years! 

Use of Outdoor Facilities 

With the promise of spring we start looking to spend  
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Arena.  Golf cart shuttle will be available at the park-
ing lot across from the ticket gate.  Everyone is wel-
come to come and enjoy the awards ceremony, enter-
tainment, beverage and cake.  For applications or 
information call 729-7080. 
 
The Amateur Talent Contest will be held Thursday, 
July 8 at 5:00 pm in the Hockey Arena.  Divisions are 
pre-teen—12 and under, teen—13 to 18, and open 
any age.  For those of you who have competed but did 
not win the final contest at the Minnesota State Fair, 
you can compete again at the County Fair.  Deadline 
to enter is Wednesday, June 30, no late entries will be 
accepted.  Call 729-7080 with any questions. 
 
Tues., July 6 is entry day for all divisions in the Indus-
trial building and Wed., July 7 is entry day in the 
barns. 
Maple Grove 4-H 
The Maple Grove 4-H Club members are working on 
their projects and planning ahead for Fair entries.  
Some of the members reported on enjoying the Sol-
way Winter Fun time.  The members will be making 
“patch work” Easter eggs at their March meeting.  The 
Club meets the third Monday of each month at 6:00 
pm at Solway Town Hall. 

Solway Senior Citizens 
We meet the 3rd Thurs. of each month at 1 pm at 
Solway Town Hall.  Come and join us.  We have a 
meeting, lunch, and either bingo, a speaker or enter-
tainment.  In May we have Casey Aro from Zim to play 
for us.  The month of Jan. we didn’t have a meeting 
because of low attendance and weather is usually so 
cold.  In Feb. we had a sloppy joe lunch and for the 
month of Mar. we expect we will be seeing lepre-
chaun’s. 
 
Our Monday group has a craft sale on May 1.  Hope to 
see some of you at a meeting..  Anyone 55 or over 
can join us. 
 
Munger Goodfellowship Club 
We played bingo after our January meeting and in 
February we exchanged Secret Pal gifts and drew new 
names for this year.  In March we had our annual 
spring  auction  to  raise  money  for  our  projects 
(geraniums for the hall, Channel 8, cards to seniors at 
Christmas, etc.).  In April we will be finalizing our plans 
for the Recognition Luncheon we will be hosting for 
Area Homemakers Club and making name tags for it.  
We also will be doing lunch for the Monday Group 
Craft Sale on May 1.  Come and shop or browse and 
have coffee or a sloppy joe. 

more free time out of doors.  The township continues  
to maintain for your use and enjoyment a number of 
outdoor recreational facilities.  They include our play-
grounds, pavilion, basketball and tennis courts, volley-
ball court, horseshoe pits, baseball and soccer fields. 
 
All of the facilities are free of charge and can be used 
on a first come first serve basis.  Most of them can 
accommodate more than one group or party at a time. 
 
The baseball and soccer fields can be scheduled by 
teams for practices and games by contacting Cookie 
Saline at 624-9217.  Cookie keeps scheduling calen-
dars for all teams that have reserved field times to 
avoid use conflicts.  Groups can have pick up base-
ball, softball, basketball, football  or soccer games 
anytime the fields are free from team practices or 
games. 
 
Township personnel attempt to keep these facilities 
well maintained for your safety and convenience.  If 
you have suggestions for improvements let us know.  
Please help us keep things clean by picking up and 
using garbage containers.  If you bring a dog to the 
grounds, please make sure it doesn’t bother others by 
keeping it leashed.  Properly wrapped droppings can 
be put in garbage containers. 
 
Community Clubs News… 
Flamettes 
Mark your calendars for March 26 at 7:00 pm for the 
Fireman Bingo.  The cost per board is $2.00 for 15 
games.   All  cash games will  be $.25 per board.  
Flamettes will be selling hot dogs, pop, bars and pop-
corn; and chances on bags of groceries and raffle 
items to raise money for new equipment.  Sunday, 
April 25 from 8 am to noon will be the pancake break-
fast – come hungry.  Adults are $5.00, children older 
than 5 are $3.00, children 5 and under FREE.  The 
firemen will be cooking and we will have raffle prizes.  
Our last meeting will be June 7 at 7 pm.  We will then 
take 2 months off and start up again on Sept. 13 at 
7:00 pm at the town hall. 
 
South St. Louis County Fair News 
It is time to nominate a senior volunteer to the So. St. 
Louis County Fair Outstanding Senior Volunteer Pro-
gram. 
 
Eligibility criteria is, the nominee must be a resident of 
Minnesota, must attain the age of 70 by June 1st 
2010 and currently doing an activity which is unpaid 
and which demonstrates their commitment to their 
local community.  Deadline to enter is June first. 
 
The awards program will be held at the So. St. Louis 
County Fair in Proctor, Sunday, July 11th in the Hockey 



March 26 ........................................................................ Easter Bingo 7:00 pm 

April 8 ................................................................................ Bookmobile 3:00 pm 

April 10 ........................................... Country Music Show and Potluck 5:00 pm 

April 13 ............................................................... Town Board Meeting 6:30 pm 

April 25 ................................................................. Pancake Breakfast  6:00 am 

April 29 .............................................................................. Bookmobile 3:00 pm 

April 29 ................................ Local Board of Appeal and Equalization 5:00 pm 

May 1 ................................................................................... Craft Sale 9:00 am 

May 8 ............................................. Country Music Show and Potluck 5:00 pm 

May 11 ............................................................... Town Board Meeting 6:30 pm 

May 20 .............................................................................. Bookmobile 3:00 pm 

June 8 ................................................................ Town Board Meeting 6:30 pm 

June 10 ............................................................................. Bookmobile 3:00 pm 

June 12 .......................................... Country Music Show and Potluck 5:00 pm 
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